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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING THE DOOR TO NARNIA'S
BIRTH

Few  opening  sentences  in  literature  have  captivated  readers
quite like “Once there were four  children whose names were
Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy.” For generations, these words
have ushered millions through the creaking doors of a mysterious
wardrobe and into  the enchanted land of  Narnia.  But  behind
every  timeless  story  lies  a  quiet  question  that  many  fans,
students, and casual readers cannot resist asking: When was
The Lion,  the  Witch  and the  Wardrobe  published?  The
answer not only marks a moment in publishing history but also
signals the beginning of one of the most beloved fantasy series of
all time.
Understanding the exact publication date of The Lion, the Witch
and  the  Wardrobe  helps  readers  appreciate  the  cultural  and
historical  context in which C.S. Lewis crafted his masterpiece.
This article explores that landmark date, the story behind the
novel’s debut, its initial reception, and the lasting impact of the

book that first opened the wardrobe to the world.

THE EXACT PUBLICATION DATE: 16 OCTOBER 1950

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was first published
on  16  October  1950  by  Geoffrey  Bles  in  the  United  Kingdom.
This  was  not  a  grand,  widely  advertised  launch  by  today’s
standards,  but  it  was  the  quiet  beginning  of  a  literary
phenomenon.  The initial  print  run was modest—approximately
5,000  copies—and  the  book  was  released  in  an  era  when
children’s fantasy was still finding its voice.
It is important to note the distinction between the UK first edition
and  later  international  releases.  The  first  American  edition,
published by Macmillan, followed in 1951, with a slightly different
cover and some minor textual adjustments. However, the core
answer to the question “when was The Lion, the Witch and
the  Wardrobe  published”  remains  the  autumn  of  1950  in
Britain.
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Why the Date Matters
The  post-war  period  of  1950  was  a  time  of  rebuilding  and
cautious  optimism  in  Britain.  Rationing  was  still  in  effect,  and
many families sought comfort and escape in stories. Lewis’s tale,
blending Christian allegory with classical mythology and talking
animals, offered exactly that. Knowing the publication date helps
readers situate the book within both Lewis’s own life—he was in
his  early  fifties—and  the  broader  landscape  of  mid-20th-century
children’s literature, which included works by J.R.R. Tolkien, Enid
Blyton, and T.H. White.

THE ROAD TO PUBLICATION: HOW NARNIA REACHED
THE SHELVES

To fully understand when was The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe published, it helps to look at the journey that led to
that October day. C.S. Lewis had been a successful academic and
Christian apologist for years, but he had not yet written a full-
length children’s book. The idea for Narnia came to him, as he
later said, through a series of mental images: a faun carrying an
umbrella, a queen on a sledge, a magnificent lion. These images
began to coalesce around 1939, but it was not until 1949 that
Lewis completed the manuscript.

A Spark from the War Years
During World War II, Lewis hosted evacuated children at his home
in  Oxford,  and  their  conversations  and  questions  may  have
helped shape the Pevensie children. He began writing the story
that would become The Lion,  the Witch and the Wardrobe  in
earnest around 1947. He showed the early chapters to his friend
J.R.R.  Tolkien,  who  famously  disliked  the  work—finding  it  a
hodgepodge of disparate mythologies. Yet Lewis persevered, and
by the spring of 1949, the manuscript was ready for submission.

The Publisher That Said Yes
Geoffrey Bles, a relatively small British publisher, agreed to take
on the book. The editorial process was swift for the era, and the
first edition was ready within about a year.  The publication date
of 16 October 1950 thus represents the culmination of a decade
of imagination and a year of production. Those who ask, “When
was The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe published?” are
really  asking  about  the  moment  a  beloved  world  became
tangible.

INITIAL RECEPTION AND EARLY SALES

The response to the book’s release was not an immediate roar of
applause. Early reviews were mixed: some praised its imaginative
power,  while  others  found  it  too  overtly  Christian  or  too
whimsical.  Nevertheless,  the  first  print  run sold  steadily,  and by
the  end  of  1950,  the  book  had  already  earned  a  small  but
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devoted readership. The question of when was The Lion, the
Witch  and  the  Wardrobe  published  soon  became  less
important than what it contained.
Interestingly,  the  first  edition  did  not  include  the  title  on  a
separate page but rather listed it as part of a series—though at
that point, Lewis had not yet committed to writing a full series.
The book’s success prompted him to continue, and within six
years he had completed all seven Chronicles of Narnia. So the
1950 date is also the starting point of a literary universe.

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: SERIES ORDER AND
PUBLICATION TIMELINE

To fully appreciate when was The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe  published,  it  is  helpful  to  see  where  it  fits  in  the
sequence of the Narnia books. Although it is the best known and
most frequently read first, it  was actually the first written and
published  of  the seven volumes.  The publication order is  as
follows:

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (1950)
Prince Caspian (1951)
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952)
The Silver Chair (1953)
The Horse and His Boy (1954)
The Magician's Nephew (1955)
The Last Battle (1956)

This list clarifies that the publication date of The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe in 1950 was the catalyst for everything that

followed. Each subsequent book was released annually, building a
continuous  narrative  that  many  readers  later  rearranged  in
chronological (internal) order. But the historical answer to “when
was The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe published?”
remains firmly fixed in the first year of the 1950s.

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE 1950
RELEASE

The world  of  1950 was very different  from ours,  yet  some of  its
concerns resonate today. The Cold War was beginning, and fear
of  atomic  conflict  was  real.  In  Britain,  the  scars  of  World  War  II
were still fresh. It is perhaps no coincidence that Lewis’s story
features  a  land  locked  in  perpetual  winter—a  symbol  of
oppression and despair—and a heroic lion who brings spring and
liberation. The question “when was The Lion, the Witch and
the  Wardrobe  published”  thus  becomes  a  doorway  into
understanding the hopes and fears of a generation.

Literary Landscape of the
Time
In 1950, children's literature was dominated by school stories,
adventure tales, and fairy tales with a moral. Lewis’s fusion of
myth, theology, and talking animals was innovative. He drew on
sources as varied as the Bible, Greek mythology, Norse sagas,
and medieval romance. This eclecticism was both a strength and
a point of contention. When readers today ask when was The
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Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe published, they are often
surprised to learn it came out just five years after the end of the
war,  in  a  time when paper  was  still  scarce  and  books  were
treasures.

LATER EDITIONS AND ENDURING LEGACY

Since  its  original  publication,  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe  has been reprinted hundreds of  times in dozens of
languages.  The  earliest  editions  are  now highly  collectible—a
first-edition  copy  in  good  condition  can  fetch  thousands  of
pounds. But the ongoing popularity of the book is not merely a
collector’s market; it lies in the story’s ability to speak to each
new generation. When people ask when was The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe published, they are often trying to
understand its timelessness.

Adaptations That Keep the
Story Alive
The story has been adapted for television (1967, 1979), radio,
stage,  and  most  famously  the  2005  film  by  Disney  and  Walden
Media. Each adaptation introduces the book to a new audience,
and  many  of  those  viewers  eventually  seek  out  the  original
text—and with it, the publication date that marks the beginning
of the magic.  The 2005 film, in particular,  sparked a resurgence
of interest, leading millions to ask when was The Lion, the
Witch  and  the  Wardrobe  published  and  to  discover  the

historical 1950 date.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE PUBLICATION
DATE

One frequent misunderstanding is that the book was published
after The Magician's Nephew, which serves as a prequel. Because
many modern publishers reorder the series chronologically, some
readers  assume  the  publication  order  follows  the  internal
timeline.  However,  the answer  to  when was The Lion,  the
Witch and the Wardrobe published  is  unequivocally 1950,
making it the first Narnia book to reach the public, even though it
is the second story in Narnia’s internal history.
Another misconception is that the book was immediately hailed
as a classic. In fact, it  took several years and the cumulative
success of the whole series for it to be recognized as a landmark.
The original 1950 edition even had a different title in some early
proofs:  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe:  A  Story  for
Children. But the essence of the story remained the same.

WHY THIS DATE STILL MATTERS

Seventy-three  years  after  its  first  appearance,  the  question
“when  was  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the  Wardrobe
published” continues to be a popular search term. It is a sign of
the book’s enduring relevance. Readers of all ages still want to
trace the origins of the magical world they love. The publication
date is a fixed point in a story that, otherwise, feels eternal.
Moreover, knowing the date helps scholars and fans place Lewis’s
work in the broader context of his life. He wrote the book at a
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time of personal and professional transition, and its success gave
him the confidence to explore Narnia further. So the 16 October
1950 date is not just a number on a calendar; it is the day a
portal opened between our world and a land of enchantment.

CONCLUSION: THE WARDROBE DOOR OPENS

In the end, the answer to “when was The Lion, the Witch and
the  Wardrobe  published”  is  both  straightforward  and
profound: 16 October 1950. Yet the significance of that date goes
far beyond a historical fact. It marks the moment when C.S. Lewis
first  shared  the  world  of  Narnia  with  the  public,  introducing

readers to Aslan, the White Witch, and the Pevensie children. The
book’s initial  modest reception belied its eventual status as a
cornerstone of children’s literature.
Today, millions of copies have been sold, and the story has been
translated into over 47 languages. Whether you are a lifelong fan
or a first-time reader, the publication date reminds us that great
stories  have  humble  beginnings.  So  the  next  time  you  step
through the wardrobe, take a moment to appreciate the journey
that began one autumn day in 1950—a day that proved there is
always room for magic, even in the most ordinary corners of the
world.


