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INTRODUCTION:
MASTERING THE
SMITH SYSTEM
FOR YOUR
DRIVING TEST

Every  aspiring  driver
faces  a  moment  of
truth:  the  road  test.
While  parallel  parking
and  three-point  turns
o f t e n  s t e a l  t h e
spotlight,  examiners
are  really  evaluating
one core  skill  — your
ability  to  drive  safely
and predictably. That is
w h e r e  t h e  Smith
System Driving Test
Answers  come  into
p l a y .  T h e  S m i t h

System  is  a  world-
renowned  defensive
driving  methodology
designed  to  prevent
collisions  by  teaching
drivers  to  see,  think,
and act  proactively.  If
you can articulate and
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
pr inc ip les  o f  th i s
system  during  your
test,  you will  not only
impress  the  examiner
but also earn a license
built on a foundation of
s a f e t y .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  walk  through
every  aspect  of  the
S m i t h  S y s t e m ,
c o m m o n  t e s t
questions,  and exactly
how  to  answer  them
n a t u r a l l y  a n d
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confidently  —  without
sounding like a robotic
textbook.

WHAT IS THE
SMITH SYSTEM OF
DEFENSIVE
DRIVING?

Developed  by  Harold
Smith  in  1952,  the
Smith  System  is  a
systematic approach to
driving  that  reduces
the risk of accidents by
opt imiz ing  v isua l
a w a r e n e s s  a n d
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .
Unlike  basic  traffic
school rules, the Smith
System  focuses  on
prevent ing  errors
before they happen. It
i s  w ide ly  used  by
professional  drivers  —
t r u c k e r s ,  b u s
operators,  and  fleet
d r i v e r s  —  a n d
increasingly by driving
schools  teaching  the
next  generation.  The
system is built around
five  simple  but

p o w e r f u l  k e y s .
Understanding  these
keys is the first step to
crafting correct Smith
System driving  test
answers.

The Five
Keys of
the Smith
System
Let’s break down each
key  in  plain  language
so  you  can  explain
them  naturally  during
your  ora l  exam  or
written  test.

Aim High in
Steering — Look
far ahead, not
just at the car in
front of you. Aim
20 to 30 seconds
down the road.
This gives you
time to spot
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hazards like
brake lights,
pedestrians, or
debris.
Get the Big
Picture —
Constantly scan
your
environment:
mirrors, side
streets,
crosswalks, and
the behavior of
other drivers.
Don’t tunnel-
vision on one
spot.
Keep Your Eyes
Moving — Avoid
staring. Move
your eyes every
two seconds.
Check left mirror,
center mirror,
right mirror, then
back ahead. This
prevents
“highway
hypnosis” and
keeps you alert.
Leave Yourself
an Out —

Always have an
escape route. If
the car ahead
stops suddenly,
you need space
to swerve or stop
safely. That
means following
distance,
avoiding being
boxed in, and
staying out of
blind spots.
Make Sure
They See You
— Communicate.
Use turn signals
early, tap the
brake lights,
make eye
contact with
pedestrians or
other drivers,
and position your
vehicle where
you are visible.

WHY THE SMITH
SYSTEM MATTERS
FOR YOUR
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DRIVING TEST

Driving  examiners  are
trained  to  look  for
defens ive  dr iv ing
habits. They don’t just
check  whether  you
stopped at a stop sign;
they evaluate how you
a p p r o a c h  t h e
intersection.  Did  you
look left-right-left?  Did
you check your mirrors
before  braking?  Did
you  maintain  a  safe
following  distance?
When  you  answer
questions  about  the
Smith  System  during
the test, the examiner
wants to see that you
understand  why  each
key  reduces  risk.  The
best  Smith  System
driving test answers
are not memorized lists
— they are thoughtful
explanations  backed
b y  r e a l - w o r l d
awareness.

COMMON SMITH
SYSTEM DRIVING
TEST QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS

Be low  are  typ ica l
questions  that  appear
on  written  tests  or
during  the  pre-drive
interview. Each answer
i s  w r i t t e n  i n  a
conversational  tone
that  you  can  adapt.

Question
1: What
does
“Aim
High in
Steering”
mean to
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you?
Answer:  “Aim  High
means I should look far
ahead  of  my  vehicle,
about 20 to 30 seconds
down the road,  rather
than staring at the car
right  in  front  of  me.
That  way  I  can  see
potential  problems
early  — like  a  stalled
car around a curve or a
traffic light changing —
and adjust my speed or
position  before  I  get
too close.”

Question
2: How
do you
“Get the

Big
Picture”
while
driving?
Answer:  “Getting  the
Big  Picture  means  I
don’t just focus on one
thing. I scan the entire
s c e n e :  w h a t ’ s
happening  ahead,  to
the  sides,  and  behind
me  through  mirrors.  I
a l s o  w a t c h  f o r
pedestrians,  cyclists,
and cars pulling out of
driveways.  By keeping
my vision  wide,  I  can
anticipate  conflicts
before  they  happen.”

Question
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3: Why is
it
important
to “Keep
Your Eyes

Moving”?
Answer:  “If  I  fix  my
eyes on one spot, I can
m i s s  s o m e t h i n g
happening  nearby  —
like a child running into
t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m
between  parked  cars.
Moving my eyes every
two seconds helps me
stay  alert .  I  check
mirrors,  speedometer,
road  signs,  and  blind
spots  in  a  natura l
cycle.”

Question
4: What
does
“Leave
Yourself
an Out”
mean in
practice?
Answer:  “It  means
a lways  hav ing  an
escape  route .  For
example ,  I  keep  a
following distance of at
least three seconds so I
have  room  to  stop  if
the car ahead brakes. I
avoid driving alongside
another vehicle for too
long,  and  I  never  let
myself get stuck in the
m i d d l e  o f  a n
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intersection  with  no
space  to  move.”

Question
5: How
do you
“Make
Sure
They See
You”?
Answer:  “I  use  my
turn  signals  at  least
1 0 0  f e e t  b e f o r e
t u r n i n g .  I  t a p  m y
brakes  lightly  to  alert
dr ivers  behind  me
when  I ’m  s low ing
down .  I  make  eye
c o n t a c t  w i t h
pedestrians  waiting  to
cross,  and  I  position
my  car  where  other
drivers can spot me in

t h e i r  m i r r o r s  —
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
merging.”

Question
6: Which
of the
five
Smith
System
keys is
most
important
during a
lane
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change?
Answer: “Several keys
apply,  but  ‘Make Sure
T h e y  S e e  Y o u ’  i s
critical.  I  signal  early,
check my mirrors, and
turn my head to check
the  blind  spot.  I  also
speed up or slow down
to merge smoothly so
t h e  o t h e r  d r i v e r
doesn’t  have  to  slam
on brakes.”

Question
7: How
does the
Smith
System
help you

avoid a
rear-end
collision?
Answer:  “By  using
‘Leave Yourself an Out’
—  maintaining  proper
following  distance  —
a n d  ‘ A i m  H i g h ’  —
seeing brake lights far
a h e a d  —  I  c a n
anticipate  slowdowns
and  gent ly  reduce
s p e e d  i n s t e a d  o f
slamming  on  brakes.
Also,  ‘Keep  Your  Eyes
Mov ing ’  he lps  me
notice if  a  car  behind
me is approaching too
fast,  so  I  can tap my
brakes  early  to  warn
them.”

HOW TO APPLY
THE SMITH
SYSTEM DURING
YOUR ROAD TEST

Simply  knowing  the
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answers is not enough.
You must demonstrate
the system behind the
wheel .  Examiners
watch  for  physical
behaviors  that  reflect
each  key.  Here  is  a
practical guide.

Pre-Trip
and
Before
You Turn
the Key
Start by adjusting your
seat,  mirrors,  and
steering  wheel.  This
shows  the  examiner
you  are  preparing  to
see clearly — a direct
link  to  “Get  the  Big
Picture.”  As  you  pull
away  from  the  curb,
check  all  mirrors  and
l o o k  o v e r  y o u r
shoulder. That is “Keep

Your  Eyes  Moving”  in
action.

During
the Drive:
Show,
Don’t Just
Tell

Aim High: When
approaching a
green light, lift
your gaze to the
next intersection
rather than
fixating on the
light itself. If you
see a pedestrian
crossing ahead,
slow down even
if you have right-
of-way.
Get the Big
Picture: At an
intersection,
scan left, right,
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left again, and
check mirrors.
Do not just roll
through a stop
sign — stop
completely, then
creep forward
while scanning.
Keep Your Eyes
Moving: Glance
at your mirrors
every five to
eight seconds.
The examiner
will notice if your
head is still.
Practice a steady
rhythm.
Leave Yourself
an Out: Maintain
a three-second
gap from the car
ahead. If traffic is
heavy, increase
it. When stopped
on a hill, leave
space to pull
around if the car
ahead stalls.
Make Sure
They See You:
Signal every lane

change, even if
no one is around.
Use your horn
sparingly but
effectively — a
short tap to warn
a distracted
driver. Make eye
contact with
pedestrians at
crosswalks
before
proceeding.

ADDITIONAL TIPS
FOR ACING THE
DRIVING TEST
WITH THE SMITH
SYSTEM

H e r e  a r e  e x t r a
s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t
combine  the  Smith
System  with  test-day
psychology.

Talk through
your actions.
Many examiners
allow — and
appreciate —
commentary.
Say, “I’m
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scanning the
intersection for
pedestrians” or
“I’m leaving
extra space
because the road
is wet.” This
proves you are
thinking
defensively.
Never sacrifice
safety for
speed. Even if
the examiner
asks you to
speed up,
maintain a safe
following
distance. Politely
explain, “I’m
keeping a three-
second gap as
the Smith
System
recommends.”
Practice with a
driving
instructor. They
can give you
feedback on how
well you
integrate the five

keys. Repetition
builds muscle
memory.
Know the
common test
routes. While
you cannot
memorize every
turn, you can
anticipate tricky
intersections or
merging areas
where the Smith
System is
especially useful.
Stay calm if
you make a
mistake. If you
miss a mirror
check, quickly
recover. The
examiner is not
looking for
perfection; they
are looking for
consistent
defensive habits.

HOW THE SMITH
SYSTEM
COMPLEMENTS
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OTHER DEFENSIVE
DRIVING

TECHNIQUES

Some driving tests also
ask  about  the  Space
C u s h i o n  o r  S E E
(Search,  Evaluate,
Execute) method. The
beauty  of  the  Smith
System is that it works
hand-in-hand  with
these.  For  example,
“A im  H igh”  i s  the
search phase; “Get the
B i g  P i c t u r e ”  i s
evaluation;  “Leave
Yourself  an  Out”  is
execution.  When  an
examiner  asks  about
these  concepts,  you
can  confidently  tie
them back to the Smith
System.  This  shows
d e p t h  a n d
understanding, making
your  Smith  System
driving test answers
stand  out  as  wel l -
rounded.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE SMITH
SYSTEM

Some drivers think the
Smith  System  is  only
f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l
truckers or that it is too
advanced  for  a  basic
road  test.  Neither  is
true.  The  system  is
designed for any driver
on  any  road.  Another
misconception is that it
takes too much mental
effort  —  but  after
practicing  for  a  few
weeks,  the  five  keys
become automatic. You
will  find  yourself
looking  further  ahead
without thinking about
it. That is the mark of a
true defensive driver.

SAMPLE WRITTEN
TEST QUESTIONS
(MULTIPLE
CHOICE)

If  your  state  uses  a
written exam alongside
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the road test, you may
see  quest ions  l ike
these. Here are sample
answers based on the
Smith System.

What is the1.
primary benefit
of “Aiming
High”?
A) To see the
road immediately
ahead of your car
B) To reduce eye
strain
C) To identify
hazards early
and have more
reaction time
D) To check your
mirrors less often
According to2.
the Smith
System, how
often should

you move your
eyes while
driving?
A) Every 10
seconds
B) Every minute
C) Every 2
seconds
D) Only when
changing lanes
“Leaving3.
Yourself an
Out” is best
described as:
A) Keeping your
car close to the
curb
B) Always having
an escape route,
such as space to
the front or side
C) Driving in the
center lane only
D) Using your
horn frequently


