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THE ENDURING MAGIC OF NANNY MCPHEE: IS A
THIRD FILM FINALLY ON THE HORIZON?

For fans of the whimsical, slightly mischievous, and deeply wise
children's film series, the question has lingered for over a decade:
will we ever see the warty, magical nanny again? The phrase Yes
There Will Be Nanny McPhee 3 has become something of a
hopeful mantra among devotees of the franchise, even as official
announcements  have  remained  scarce.  Based  on  the  “Nurse
Matilda”  books  by  Christianna  Brand,  the  Nanny  McPhee  films
starring Emma Thompson as the titular character have charmed
audiences  with  their  blend  of  gentle  discipline,  heartfelt  life
lessons,  and  whimsical  magic.  The  first  film,  released  in  2005,
was a critical and commercial success, followed by a sequel in
2010  titled  Nanny  McPhee  and  the  Big  Bang  (released
internationally as Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang). Since then,
silence—until  recent  murmurs  and  industry  whispers  have
reignited hope. This article explores everything we know about
the potential third installment, the clues dropped by the cast and
crew, and why a new Nanny McPhee adventure feels not just
possible, but necessary.

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF NANNY MCPHEE

Before diving into the future, it is worth understanding why the
Nanny McPhee franchise has maintained such a devoted fanbase.
At its  core,  the story is  about transformation—not just  of  the
children she is called to help, but of the adults who have lost their
way. Nanny McPhee arrives when she is needed most, and she
leaves when she is no longer needed—a poignant reminder that
true growth comes from within. Emma Thompson’s portrayal is
both stern and tender, a nanny who uses five lessons (in the first
film)  to  teach  discipline,  cooperation,  and  love.  The  second  film
moved the setting to World War II-era England, adding a new
family  and  new  challenges.  The  formula  worked  beautifully:
practical magic (like a suitcase that turns into a car) paired with
emotional depth. Yes There Will Be Nanny McPhee 3 would
tap into this established magic, potentially exploring a new era or
a new family in need of her unique brand of tough love.

The Box Office Legacy and
Demand for More
The first Nanny McPhee grossed over $122 million worldwide on a
$25 million budget, a solid hit for a family film. The sequel earned
$93 million globally against a $35 million budget—a slight dip but
still profitable, especially on home video and streaming. Over the
years, the films have become beloved classics on DVD and digital
platforms, often recommended by educators and parents for their
positive messages. Social media campaigns, online petitions, and
persistent  fan  questions  at  conventions  have  kept  the
conversation  alive.  The  phrase  Yes  There  Will  Be  Nanny
McPhee 3 has trended informally on Twitter and Reddit threads
whenever a cast member makes a vague comment. The demand
is real, and the franchise is ripe for a revival in an era when
nostalgia-driven sequels and reboots dominate Hollywood.

WHAT THE CAST AND CREW HAVE SAID ABOUT A
THIRD FILM

The most substantial clue came from Emma Thompson herself. In
multiple interviews over the years, she has expressed openness
to returning as Nanny McPhee, provided the script is right. She
has jokingly noted that the prosthetic makeup and warts take
hours to apply, but the character holds a special place in her
heart. In a 2022 podcast, Thompson said, “I would love to do
another  one.  I  think  there’s  more  story  to  tell.  The  world  is
different  now,  and  children  need  lessons  about  kindness  and
responsibility more than ever.” She also revealed that she has
discussed  potential  ideas  with  the  original  director,  Susanna
White, and producer Lindsay Doran.

Director and Producer
Involvement
Susanna  White,  who  directed  the  first  film  (the  second  was
directed by Susanna White as well), has also indicated interest. In
a  2023  interview  with  a  film industry  trade,  she  stated,  “I  think
the fans have been incredibly loyal.  We’ve had conversations
about  where  the  story  could  go  next.  It’s  not  dead;  it’s  just
waiting  for  the  right  moment.”  Producer  Lindsay  Doran,  who
worked  on  both  films,  has  similarly  hinted  that  a  third  film  is  a
matter  of  “when,  not  if.”  While  no  official  green  light  has  been
given,  the  fact  that  key  creatives  are  willing  and have even
discussed ideas is a strong indicator that Yes There Will Be
Nanny McPhee 3 could become a reality with the right financial
backing.

POTENTIAL PLOT DIRECTIONS FOR NANNY MCPHEE 3

One  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  of  a  third  film  is  the  limitless
potential  for  the  setting  and  story.  The  first  film  was  set  in
Victorian times; the second in World War II. A third installment
could jump to the 1960s, the 1990s, or even the present day.
Imagine  Nanny  McPhee  helping  a  family  of  modern  children
struggling with screen addiction,  social  media anxiety,  or  the
pressures of a fast-paced, disconnected world. Her lessons would
resonate powerfully in a digital age. Alternatively, the story could
go further back in time, perhaps exploring how Nanny McPhee
got her magical staff and warts in the first place—an origin story
within the sequel.

A New Family, a New Time
Period
According  to  unconfirmed  rumors  circulating  on  fan  sites,  one
proposed plot  involves a family  in  the 1970s—a single father
trying to raise five children while running a struggling farm. The
children are unruly and divided, and the farm is on the verge of
foreclosure. Nanny McPhee arrives with her signature sternness,
teaching lessons about cooperation, honesty, and the importance
of community. Another rumor suggests a setting in the 1980s,
with a family of immigrant children adapting to a new country
while dealing with bullying and prejudice. These themes align
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perfectly with the franchise’s value system. If true, Yes There
Will Be Nanny McPhee 3 would bring her magic into a context
that feels fresh yet timeless.

The Return of Familiar
Characters?
Fans have also speculated about the return of characters from
the first two films. Could we see an older Evangeline (played by
Kelly  Macdonald  in  the  first  film)  as  a  mother  needing  Nanny
McPhee’s  help  for  her  own  children?  Or  perhaps  the  Green
children from the sequel, now grown, could appear. While the
franchise  has  never  relied  heavily  on  continuity,  weaving  in
cameos would be a delightful  treat  for  long-time fans.  Emma
Thompson  has  mentioned  that  she  would  love  to  see  Ralph
Fiennes reprise his role as the strict Lord Brown in some capacity,
though scheduling is a hurdle. The possibility of interconnected
stories  adds  depth  and  makes  the  prospect  of  a  third  film even
more exciting.

WHY A THIRD FILM MAKES SENSE NOW

The  film  industry  is  currently  obsessed  with  revisiting  beloved
properties  from  the  2000s.  Streaming  platforms  like  Netflix,
Amazon  Prime,  and  Disney+  are  actively  acquiring  rights  to
nostalgic family franchises. Universal Pictures, which distributed
the  first  two  films,  has  seen  success  with  legacy  sequels  and
could easily leverage Nanny McPhee’s unique brand. Moreover,
the cultural climate is ready for a story about gentle discipline,
empathy, and traditional values delivered with humor and heart.
In an era of divisive parenting styles and information overload, a
wise, no-nonsense nanny who wields a magical stick to teach five
lessons feels like a breath of fresh air.

Financial Viability for a
Modern Release
While a theatrical release might be risky, a direct-to-streaming
premiere  on  a  major  platform  could  be  a  perfect  fit.  The
production budget for the first two films was modest, and a third
could be produced for a similar amount.  The built-in fanbase,
combined  with  the  star  power  of  Emma  Thompson  and  the
possibility of adding new A-list talent, makes it a safe bet for a
streaming service looking to attract families. Many articles and
fan discussions now start with the phrase Yes There Will Be
Nanny McPhee 3  as  a  rallying  cry,  and  studios  are  paying
attention  to  these  signals.  The  demand  is  quantifiable  through
social  media  engagement,  search  volume,  and  petitions.

CHALLENGES TO OVERCOME

Of  course,  no  potential  sequel  is  without  obstacles.  Emma
Thompson’s busy schedule is a primary concern. She is one of the

most  sought-after  actresses  in  the  industry,  balancing  film,
television, writing, and activism. Finding a window of time for
months  of  filming  and  promotion  would  be  challenging.
Additionally,  the original  target  audience has grown up;  the film
would need to attract both nostalgic adults and a new generation
of  children.  The  tone  must  balance  the  old  charm  with
contemporary sensibilities. Finally, the script must be watertight.
A mediocre sequel could tarnish the reputation of the beloved
franchise. The team has so far resisted rushing into production
for these reasons, which is actually a good sign for quality.

The Uncertain Road Ahead
Despite these challenges, the optimism has never waned. In early
2024, a speculative article in a major entertainment magazine
reignited rumors by citing unnamed sources at Universal Pictures
who claimed a script is being developed. While this hasn’t been
confirmed,  it  aligns  with  the  pattern  of  behind-the-scenes
movement. Fans continue to monitor Emma Thompson’s social
media and interviews for any hint. The enduring hope is captured
in  the  confident  assertion:  Yes There Will  Be Nanny McPhee
3. Whether it arrives in 2025, 2026, or later, the belief that we
have  not  seen  the  last  of  the  warty  nanny  is  powerfully
persistent.

WHAT WE CAN DO AS FANS

If you want to see Nanny McPhee return, there are practical steps
you  can  take.  Support  the  existing  films  by  buying  or  renting
them  on  digital  platforms.  Engage  with  official  social  media
accounts  of  Universal  Pictures,  Emma  Thompson,  and  the
franchise. Sign fan petitions and participate in online campaigns.
Most importantly, keep the conversation alive. Every time a news
outlet sees a spike in searches for “Nanny McPhee 3,” it signals
demand. The phrase Yes There Will Be Nanny McPhee 3 is
more than a wish; it is a message to Hollywood that this story still
matters.

CONCLUSION

In  a  world  full  of  reboots,  sequels,  and  revivals,  the  Nanny
McPhee series stands out as a franchise that has never lost its
soul.  The  combination  of  Emma  Thompson’s  unforgettable
performance,  the  timeless  lessons,  and  the  magical  realism
creates  a  recipe  for  a  film  that  can  be  enjoyed  by  multiple
generations.  While  official  confirmation  has  not  yet  arrived,  the
evidence—from  cast  interviews  to  producer  hints  to  fan
demand—strongly  suggests  that  a  third  film is  not  only  possible
but probable. The phrase Yes There Will Be Nanny McPhee 3
is not just a rumor; it is a hopeful proclamation from a community
of fans who believe in the power of a stern but loving nanny to
heal families, one lesson at a time. Until the day the warts return
to our screens, we can continue to cherish the first two films and
hold out hope. As Nanny McPhee herself might say: “When you
need me, but do not want me, then I must stay. When you want
me, but no longer need me, then I must go.” Perhaps it is time for
her to stay again.


