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Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator is a wild,
humorous, and imaginative sequel that continues the adventures
of Charlie Bucket and the enigmatic Willy Wonka. While the
original story focused on a tour of the chocolate factory, this
sequel catapults readers into outer space, a futuristic hotel, and
even the mysterious realm of Minusland. The novel is rich with
quirky, memorable characters, each contributing to the chaotic
and whimsical narrative. Understanding the Charlie and the
Great Glass Elevator characters is essential for appreciating
Dahl’s satirical take on ambition, aging, and human folly. In this
article, we will explore each major character, their motivations,
and how they drive the plot forward.

CHARLIE BUCKET: THE HUMBLE HERO

Charlie Bucket remains the same kind-hearted boy from the first
novel. He is curious, courageous, and unfailingly polite—a stark
contrast to the greed and selfishness he often encounters. In The
Great Glass Elevator, Charlie’s role expands from passive

observer to active participant. He must learn to navigate the
dangers of space, stand up to the monstrous Vermicious Knids,
and help manage the chaos caused by his grandparents’
consumption of Wonka’s youth-reversing pills.

Charlie exhibits remarkable common sense for a boy his age.
When his grandmother Georgina becomes overly ambitious with
the rejuvenation pills and accesses a dangerous age level in
Minusland, Charlie is the one who insists on going after her. His
bravery is quiet but unwavering. He also serves as a moral
compass, often questioning the ethics of Wonka’s experiments.
This makes Charlie a relatable protagonist who grows through the
story without losing his innate goodness.

WILLY WONKA: THE ECCENTRIC INVENTOR

Willy Wonka is as unpredictable and mischievous as ever. In this
sequel, his character becomes even more complex. He is brilliant,
but his brilliance is tinged with recklessness. Wonka’s decision to
pilot the Great Glass Elevator into orbit without any safety
protocols perfectly captures his “anything goes” attitude. He
treats the entire journey as a grand, albeit dangerous, adventure.

Wonka's interactions with the Bucket family reveal his lack of
social awareness. He is puzzled by ordinary human emotions like
fear or grief. This is most evident when he casually jokes about
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the grandparents’ aging crises. Yet, Wonka is also fiercely loyal to
Charlie. He risks his life to save the boy from the Knids and never
abandons the family during their ordeals. The character
embodies Dahl’s love for subverting expectations: he is both a
mad scientist and a secret softy.

GRANDPA JOE: THE ETERNAL CHILD

Grandpa Joe, the most energetic of the four grandparents, is the
only one who accompanies Charlie and Wonka into the Elevator
at the end of the first book. In this sequel, Grandpa Joe remains
enthusiastic and supportive. He is not afraid to voice his
concerns, but he trusts Wonka’s unconventional methods. Joe
serves as a bridge between the cautious older generation and the
adventurous younger one.

He is also a source of comic relief. When Wonka offers the
grandparents the “Wonka-Vite” pills to make them young again,
Grandpa Joe is the first to volunteer. However, his impatience
leads to him taking too many pills, reversing his age until he
becomes a baby. This ironic twist highlights Joe's eagerness to
reclaim his youth but also shows that he learns humility by the
end of the story. His arc underscores the novel’'s theme that
aging is natural and not something to be feared or reversed
recklessly.

THE GRANDMOTHERS: GEORGINA, JOSEPHINE, AND
GRANDMA GEORGINA

Three of the four grandparents—Grandma Josephine, Grandma
Georgina, and Grandpa George—spend most of the novel in a

comatose state before being awakened by the commotion. Once
awake, they prove to be a handful. They are grouchy, suspicious,
and resistant to change. Grandma Georgina, in particular,
becomes a central character. She is the greediest of the group,
constantly complaining about her old age and demanding more
Wonka-Vite pills.

Her greed backfires spectacularly. After taking multiple pills, she
reverses her age so far that she becomes a negative age,
essentially ceasing to exist in the present timeline. She ends up
trapped in Minusland, a strange parallel dimension where time
flows backward. This subplot adds a layer of surrealism to the
narrative and further criticizes the obsession with staying young.
The grandmothers, collectively, represent the stubbornness of
the elderly but also their ultimate fragility and need for
compassion.

THE OOMPA-LOOMPAS: CHORUS AND
COMMENTATORS

These small, orange-skinned workers from Loompaland return to
serve as the factory’s labor force and as a musical Greek chorus.
In The Great Glass Elevator, the Oompa-Loompas are responsible
for monitoring the progress of the space mission and the effects
of the youth pills. They break into song at key moments, singing
cautionary tales about the dangers of greed and impatience.

Dahl uses the Oompa-Loompas to deliver moral lessons with a
catchy, humorous twist. Their songs about the Vermicious Knids,
for example, emphasize the creatures’ deadly nature. When the
grandparents misuse the pills, the Oompa-Loompas sing a song
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about the perils of trying to cheat age. While they remain a
collective character rather than individuals, their presence is
essential for adding rhythm and commentary to the story.

THE VERMICIOUS KNIDS: ALIEN ANTAGONISTS

One of the most memorable additions to the cast is the
Vermicious Knids—large, egg-shaped, carnivorous aliens that live
in space. They can change shape at will, often forming claws,
tentacles, and other terrifying appendages. The Knids attack the
Great Glass Elevator soon after it enters orbit, attempting to
crack it open and devour the occupants.

These creatures serve as a formidable external threat. Unlike
human antagonists, the Knids are purely driven by instinct to
prey. They are intelligent enough to communicate through
flashes and coordinated attacks, but they lack any redeeming
qualities. Dahl’s descriptions of their slimy, pulsating bodies and
their ability to “stretch and squeeze” are both grotesque and
delightful. The Knids force Charlie and Wonka to think quickly and
work together. They also provide a narrative excuse to showcase
the Elevator’s extraordinary capabilities, such as its ability to
plummet back to Earth at incredible speeds.

PRESIDENT JAMES GILLIGRASS: SATIRICAL
LEADERSHIP

When the Great Glass Elevator lands at the White House, readers
are introduced to President James Gilligrass, a bumbling,
narcissistic politician. Gilligrass is a parody of American
leadership. He is obsessed with his image, with constant

referencing his hair and wanting to be seen as a great hero. He is
also utterly incompetent, unable to handle a simple crisis without
panicking.

Gilligrass initially tries to claim the space rescue as his own
achievement. He hurls insults at Wonka and the Buckets, but his
arrogance soon proves his undoing. When the Knids invade the
White House, Gilligrass fails to provide any real leadership.
Instead, he relies on Wonka and Charlie to save the day. This
character serves Dahl’s broader critique of authority figures who
are more concerned with appearances than with actual
capability. He is a satirical addition to the story, adding political
humor while being a minor but memorable character.

THE GREAT GLASS ELEVATOR: A CHARACTER IN ITS
OWN RIGHT

Although not a living being, the Great Glass Elevator is so central
to the story that it almost qualifies as a character. It is a sentient
machine capable of vertical and horizontal travel, spaceflight,
and even time travel. The Elevator obeys Wonka’'s commands
and can respond to verbal orders. It has windows that provide
panoramic views, and it is incredibly resilient—surviving attacks
from the Knids, re-entry from space, and even the crashing into
the White House lawn.

The Elevator symbolizes boundless possibility and the marvels of
Wonka's inventive mind. It also acts as the vehicle that forces the
characters into close proximity. The enclosed, glass-walled space
strips away pretense: the grandparents’ true natures are
exposed, and Charlie’s bravery shines. Without the Elevator, the



story would not exist. It is a technological marvel that Dahl uses
to explore themes of freedom, danger, and family.

MINOR CHARACTERS AND THEIR ROLES

Beyond the main players, several minor characters populate the
narrative. The White House butler, B.J. Whipple, is a comic figure
who gawks at the Elevator’s arrival. The Knid-hunting soldiers
serve no real purpose except to be baffled by the aliens. Dahl
also references the Vice-President and other officials, but they
remain in the background.

The most notable minor characters are the three Vermicious
Knids that actually attack. While they are essentially a hive
mind, Dahl does give them a leader-like figure, the “Knid of the
Knids,” which acts as the strategist. These minor antagonists are
one-dimensional but effectively dangerous.

THEMATIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHARACTERS

The Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator characters are not
just vehicles for plot; they embody themes. Charlie and Wonka
represent curiosity and resourcefulness. The grandparents,
especially Georgina, illustrate the dangers of obsession with
youth and appearance. President Gilligrass satirizes political
vanity. The Oompa-Loompas provide moral commentary. The

Knids represent raw, untamed nature. Together, they create a
tapestry of human (and non-human) behavior that is both
entertaining and thought-provoking.

Dahl’s characters are larger than life, yet their flaws and virtues
are relatable. Readers can see themselves in Charlie’s courage,
in Wonka’s eccentric confidence, or in Georgina’s impatience. By
exaggerating these traits, Dahl invites readers to laugh at human
folly while also celebrating the resilience of family bonds.

CONCLUSION

In Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator, Roald Dahl assembles a
cast that is as imaginative as the plot itself. From the humble
Charlie Bucket to the starry-eyed Willy Wonka, from the cranky
grandmothers to the terrifying Vermicious Knids, each character
contributes to a story that is by turns hilarious, heartwarming,
and surreal. Understanding these characters deepens the
appreciation for Dahl’s writing, blending comedy with gentle
moral instruction. The sequel may not be as famous as Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory, but its characters are equally
unforgettable, bringing the magic of the Great Glass Elevator to
life. Whether you are revisiting the book or discovering it for the
first time, these characters will linger long after the final page is
turned.
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