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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF A

SCRUFFY DOG

For over four decades,
the sight of a small,
scruffy dog leading a
ragtag pack has
delighted children and

parents alike. Few
opening lines in
children's literature are
as instantly
recognizable as "Hairy
Maclary from

Donaldson's Dairy."
This seemingly simple
phrase, with its
rhythmic bounce and
vivid imagery, has

become a cherished
cornerstone of early
reading. Written and
illustrated by the
immensely talented
New Zealander Lynley
Dodd, the first book in
the Hairy Maclary
series is more than just
a story about a dog. It
iIs a masterclass in
language, rhythm, and
the pure joy of reading
aloud. The tale of Hairy
Maclary, who ventures
off for a walk despite
his owner's
warning—"don't you
dare"—has captured
the imaginations of
millions around the
world. Its success lies
not in a complex plot,
but in its perfect
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execution of a simple
idea: a cumulative
adventure that builds
with each page. This
article explores the
magic behind the book,
from its unforgettable
characters and playful
language to its
significant cultural
impact. Whether you
are a long-time fan
introducing it to a new
generation, or
someone discovering it
for the first time, the
world of Hairy Maclary
is one of warmth,
humor, and irresistible
fun.

THE MASTERMIND
BEHIND THE
MAYHEM: LYNLEY
DODD

To understand the
magic of Hairy
Maclary From
Donaldsons Dairy,
one must first
appreciate the creative
genius of its author

and illustrator, Lynley
Dodd. A graduate of
the Elam School of Fine
Arts in Auckland, Dodd
initially worked as a
teacher before turning
her hand to illustration
and writing. Her deep
understanding of
childhood—its energy,
its rhythms, and its
humor—shines through
every aspect of her
work. Dodd has often
spoken about how the
character of Hairy
Maclary was inspired
by a real dog she saw
in her neighborhood, a
small, determined
terrier with a mind of
his own.

Dodd's background in
fine arts is evident in
her distinctive
watercolor illustrations.
She has a unique
ability to capture
movement and
personality with just a
few expressive strokes.
Her dogs are not
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anthropomorphized in
a sentimental way;
they are
quintessentially dog-
like in their
behaviors—sniffing,

trotting, wagging tails,
and getting into
mischief. This
authenticity is a key
reason why children
connect so deeply with
her characters. The
text and illustrations in
Hairy Maclary from
Donaldson's Dairy work
in perfect harmony.
The words have a
swing and a beat, while
the pictures add layers
of humor and detail
that make each page a
delight to explore. For
instance, while the text
describes the dogs
parading through the
town, the illustrations
show the reactions of
other animals and
people, adding a rich
subtext to the story.
Dodd's contribution to

children's literature,
particularly in her
home country of New
Zealand and in the
United Kingdom and
Australia, is immense.
She has crafted a world
that is both
wonderfully specific
and universally
appealing.

A WALK DOWN
THE ROAD: STORY
SUMMARY AND
STRUCTURE

The plot of Hairy
Maclary From
Donaldsons Dairy is
deceptively simple.
Hairy Maclary, a small,
mischievous dog,
decides to take a walk.
As he trots along, he is
joined by one friend
after another. First
comes Hercules Morse,
"as big as a horse."
Then comes Bottomley
Potts, "covered in
spots." The parade
continues with Muffin



McLay, "like a bundle
of hay," and the small,
fluffy  Schnitzel von
Krumm, "with a very
low tum." Finally, the
last dog to join is the
dainty dachshund,
Bitzer Maloney, "all
skinny and bony."

This cumulative
structure, where each
new character is added
to a repeating list, is a
hallmark of the book
and a key reason for its
success with young
readers. It builds
anticipation and
creates a satisfying
sense of growth. The
dogs, a wonderfully
diverse pack in terms
of size, shape, and
personality, march
together through the
town. The tension
escalates as the

town." The encounter
is @ comic masterpiece.
The dogs, so brave in
their pack, are terrified
by the single, imposing
cat. The narrative
culminates in a
wonderfully chaotic
retreat, with the dogs
scattering in all
directions, and Hairy
Maclary himself being
left "as flat as a
pancake" after the
fright. The story ends
with Hairy Maclary,
suitably chastened,
returning home,
presumably to his
dairy. The simplicity of
the narrative arc—the
walk, the gathering,
the confrontation, and
the retreat—is
perfectly paced,
making it an ideal story
for bedtime reading.

parade of canines THE

f”;eren:ﬁ O'It; N :tCh ; ;hte UNFORGETTABLE
Scarface Claw, the CAST OF
"toughest Tom in

4 Hairy Maclary From Donaldsons 2024-09-08

Dairy



Hairy Maclary From Donaldsons Dairy 5

CHARACTERS

One of the greatest
strengths of Hairy
Maclary From
Donaldsons Dairy is
its wonderfully
memorable cast. Each
dog is introduced with
a specific, rhyming
description that
perfectly captures its
essence, making them
instantly recognizable
to children.

Hairy
Maclary:
The
Scruffy
Protagoni
st

Hairy Maclary is the
star. He is not the
biggest or the bravest,

but he is adventurous.
His description as
being "from
Donaldson's Dairy"
roots him in a specific,
slightly quirky, and
memorable world. He
is the audience's
surrogate, the little
scamp who leads the
adventure. His scruffy
appearance in the
illustrations—all wiry
hair and determined
expression—makes
him incredibly
endearing. He is the
perfect protagonist for
a children's story:
brave enough to lead,
but not so courageous
that his fear of
Scarface Claw seems
out of place.

Canine
Compani



ons

Each of Hairy's friends
is a distinct character
in their own right. The
rhythmic cumulative
structure is brought to
life by these
individuals:

e Hercules
Morse: "As big
as a horse." He is
the gentle giant
of the group,
providing a
sense of
strength.

e Bottomley
Potts: "Covered
in spots." A
frisky, spotted
dog full of
energy.

e Muffin McLay:
"Like a bundle of
hay." A soft,
fluffy, and
somewhat
scruffy pooch.

¢ Schnitzel von
Krumm: "With a

very low tum." A
low-slung,
sausage-shaped
dog with a
distinct look.

e Bitzer Maloney:
"All skinny and
bony." A thin,
elegant
dachshund who
adds to the
visual variety of
the pack.

This diversity in
appearance and the
simple, poetic
descriptions make
them easy for children
to remember and love.

Scarface
Claw: The
Perfect
Antagonis
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No story is complete
without a compelling
obstacle, and Scarface
Claw is one of the
great antagonists in
picture books.
Introduced with a
dramatic pause and
the simple word "BUT,"
his appearance is a
turning point. His name
alone evokes a sense
of danger and power.
He is described as the
"“toughest Tom in
town," and the
illustrations depict him
as a large, battle-
scarred tomcat with a
single, intense eye. He
is not malicious, just
intimidating. The
contrast between the
chaotic, multi-dog pack
and the single,
stationary cat is a
brilliant source of
comedy. The dogs' fear
is comically

disproportionate to the
threat, but in a child's
world, it is entirely
believable.

LITERARY AND
EDUCATIONAL
MASTERY

Hairy Maclary From
Donaldsons Dairy is
far more than a
charming story; it is a
brilliant piece of
educational literature.
Its primary strength
lies in its use of
language. The text is a
treasure trove of
phonics and early
literacy concepts.

Rhyme,
Rhythm,
and



Repetitio
n

The book is written in
anapestic meter, a
rhythm that sounds
like a gallop: "Hairy
Maclary from
Donaldson's Dairy."
This strong, predictable
beat is incredibly
important for early
readers. It helps
children anticipate the
next word and makes
the text easy to
memorize and "read"

along with. The
repetition of the
cumulative structure
("Hairy Maclary...
Hercules Morse...
Bottomley Potts...")
builds confidence.

Children can join in on
the familiar phrases,
which is a key step in
developing literacy.
The internal rhymes
("Potts/spots,”

"McLay/hay,"
"Krumm/tum") are
delightful tongue-
twisters that add to the
playful sound of the
book.

Expandin

g
Vocabular

y

Dodd never talks down
to her readers. She
uses rich, descriptive
words like "scritched,"
"skerry," "skitter," and
"scutter." These
onomatopoeic and
vivid verbs are perfect
for describing the dogs'
movements. Children
learn these words in
context, understanding
their meaning through
the story and the
illustrations. The book
is a fantastic tool for
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expanding a child's
vocabulary in a fun,
natural way. It
introduces concepts
like size ("as big as a
horse"), texture
("bundle of hay"), and
physical description
("skinny and bony")
without ever feeling
like a lesson. It is a
story first and
foremost.

ILLUSTRATIONS
AND ARTISTIC
VISION

Lynley Dodd's
watercolor illustrations
are an inseparable part
of the book's charm.
They are not merely
decorative; they are
integral to the
storytelling. The
images are filled with
movement and energy.
The dogs trot,
scamper, and
eventually flee with a
palpable sense of
motion. Dodd's use of

line is expressive and
loose, giving the
characters a lively,
almost spontaneous
feel.

The color palette is
warm and inviting,
often featuring soft,
earthy tones of brown,

gold, and green.
However, she uses
color effectively for

contrast. The bright,
varied colors of the
dogs stand out against

the more muted
backgrounds. The
detailed

environments—the
houses, the gates, the
fields—create a strong
sense of place. It is a
friendly, safe, and
recognizable world,
which makes the brief
moment of tension
with Scarface Claw all
the more effective.
One of the most
delightful aspects of
the illustrations is the
subtle details and in-



jokes that adults will
notice. For example,
the signs of the dogs'
progress are often
shown in the
background, like a
knocked-over dustbin
or a startled cat. The
final image of Hairy
Maclary, looking
sheepish and "flat as a
pancake" by the dairy,
is the perfect visual
punchline to the story.
The illustrations do not
just show the events;
they enhance the
humor and deepen the
emotional resonance of
the text.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND LASTING
LEGACY

Since its publication in
1983, Hairy Maclary
From Donaldsons
Dairy has become a
modern classic. It has
sold millions of copies
worldwide and has
been translated into
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numerous languages.
The book has won
several awards,
including the New
Zealand Children's
Picture Book of the
Year. Its impact
extends far beyond the
printed page. Hairy
Maclary has been
adapted into a popular
animated television
series, stage plays, and
numerous merchandise
lines, from soft toys to
board games. The
character is a beloved
icon in New Zealand
and is widely
recognized in the
English-speaking world.

The book's success has
also had a significant
impact on the
perception of New
Zealand children's
literature. It proved
that stories with a

strong local flavor
could achieve global
success. The specific

reference to a "dairy"
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(a corner store in New
Zealand) adds a unique
cultural touch without
alienating international
readers. For many
children, the phrase
"Hairy Maclary from
Donaldson's Dairy" is
one of their first
encounters with a
specific, non-American
or British setting. The
series has continued
for decades, with over
20 books featuring

Hairy Maclary and his
friends, but the original
remains the most
treasured. Its legacy is
one of joy, creativity,
and the enduring
power of a well-told
story. It continues to
be a staple of bedtime
routines and early
childhood education.

WHY IT MAKES
THE PERFECT
READ-ALOUD
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