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MASTERING THE
BORDERLANDS 3
SCIENCE ARCADE:
COMPLETE
SOLUTIONS AND
STRATEGIES

In  the  vast,  chaotic
u n i v e r s e  o f
B o r d e r l a n d s  3 ,
players  encounter  a
delightful  surprise
aboard  the  Sanctuary
III: the Science Arcade.
This quirky mini-game,
introduced  as  part  of
the game's post-launch
content,  offers  a
cerebral  break  from

the relentless gunfights
and  vault  hunting.
However, many players
find  themselves
stumped  by  its  logic
puzzles.  If  you  have
been  searching  for
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions,  you  have
come  to  the  r igh t
p lace .  Th i s  gu ide
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
walkthrough, advanced
s t r a t e g i e s ,  a n d
everything you need to
know  to  conquer  The
Wrap,  earn  valuable
rewards,  and  even
unlock a special  piece
of  loot.  Whether  you
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are  a  seasoned  Vault
Hunter or a newcomer
to  the  arcade,  this
article  will  help  you
n a v i g a t e  e v e r y
challenge with ease.

WHAT IS THE
SCIENCE ARCADE
IN BORDERLANDS
3?

The Science Arcade is
a  logic  puzzle  game
l o c a t e d  n e a r  D r .
Patricia Tannis's lab on
the Sanctuary III. It was
added to Borderlands 3
i n  a  f r e e  u p d a t e ,
providing  players  with
a  new  way  to  earn
Eridium  and,  for  a
l i m i t e d  t i m e ,
introduced the It's Piss
grenade  mod  as  a
reward.  The  arcade
presents players with a
grid  of  colored nodes.
The objective is to turn
all  nodes  to  a  single
c o l o r — t y p i c a l l y
green—by strategically
clicking on them. Each

click  triggers  a  specific
p a t t e r n  o f  c o l o r
changes on adjacent or
nearby  nodes,  making
it  a  test  of  logic  and
pattern recognition.
Understanding  the
mechan i c s  i s  t he
foundation  of  finding
reliable  Borderlands
3  Science  Arcade
solutions.  The  game
offers multiple levels of
difficulty,  increasing
the  grid  size  and  the
complex i ty  o f  the
patterns.  The  core
mechanic  is  simple:
c l i c k i n g  a  n o d e
changes  its  color  and
the  color  of  one  or
more  surrounding
nodes,  fol lowing  a
specific  rule  set  for
each  puzzle.

The Core
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Mechanic
s of The

Wrap
The primary  puzzle  in
the  Science  Arcade  is
called  "The  Wrap."
Here is what you need
to know:

The Grid: The
puzzle consists of
a grid of nodes,
each displaying
one of two colors
(usually
purple/blue and
green).
The Objective:
Turn all nodes to
the green color.
The puzzle is
solved when the
entire grid is
uniformly green.
The
Interaction:
Clicking a node
toggles its color

and applies a
"wrap" effect to
its neighbors.
The specific
pattern of
affected nodes
depends on the
puzzle's difficulty
level.
The Wrap
Effect: In the
simplest terms,
clicking a node
flips the color of
that node and its
immediate
orthogonal
neighbors (up,
down, left, right).
This is known as
a "plus sign" or
"cross" pattern.
Higher difficulties
may introduce
more complex
patterns.

For  players  seeking
effective  Borderlands
3  Science  Arcade
solutions,  recognizing
these  patterns  is  the
first  step  toward
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mastery.

WHY PLAY THE
SCIENCE ARCADE?
REWARDS AND
BENEFITS

Before  diving  into  the
solutions,  it  is  worth
understanding why you
should  invest  time  in
t h i s  m i n i - g a m e .
Beyond  the  intrinsic
satisfaction of solving a
l o g i c  p u z z l e ,  t h e
Science  Arcade  offers
tangible  benefits  for
your  Vault  Hunter.

Eridium
Farming
T h e  p r i m a r y  a n d
ongoing  reward  for
completing  puzzles  is
Eridium. This precious
resource  is  used  for
var ious  end-game
activities, including:

Re-rolling
anointed weapon

stats at Earl's
shop.
Purchasing
cosmetic items
and decorations.
Activating the
Shrine of the
Rampant in the
Moxxi's Heist
DLC.

The amount of Eridium
earned scales with the
difficulty  of  the  puzzle.
Consistently  solving
higher-difficulty
p u z z l e s  c a n  b e  a
r e l i a b l e ,  i f  s l o w ,
method of farming this
currency ,  mak ing
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions  a  valuable
tool  for  dedicated
farmers.

The It's
Piss
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Grenade
Mod
(Time-
Limited

Event)
For  a  period  after  its
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,
completing  a  specific
c h a i n  o f  S c i e n c e
A r c a d e  p u z z l e s
unlocked the legendary
It's Piss grenade mod.
This grenade is unique
because  it  creates  a
poo l  that  reduces
e n e m y  d a m a g e
resistance  by  20%,
making it highly sought
after  for  boss-killing
builds. While the event
has  ended,  the  initial
setup  puzzles  might
still  offer  rewards  for
new  players,  and  the
arcade  rema ins  a

staple  for  Er id ium
acquisit ion.

BEGINNER
STRATEGIES: HOW
TO APPROACH THE
WRAP

Many  players  dive  in
and  click  randomly,
hoping  for  the  best.
While  brute  force  can
eventually  solve  the
smallest  puzzles,  it  is
inefficient  for  larger
grids.  Here  are  some
foundational  strategies
for  finding  consistent
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions .

Solve
from Top
to Bottom
This is the golden rule
of solving "Lights Out"
style  puzzles,  and  it
applies directly to The
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Wrap.  The  method  is
as follows:

Clear the First1.
Row: Look at the
first row of the
grid. For any
node in the first
row that is not
green, click the
node directly
below it (in the
second row) to
change it. Do not
click any nodes
in the first row
itself, as this will
disrupt the
pattern.
Move Down2.
Row by Row:
Proceed to the
second row. For
any node in the
second row that
is not green, click
the node directly
below it in the
third row.
Continue this
process for each
row.
Check the Last3.

Row: If you have
executed the
steps correctly,
the last row
should be
completely green
when you finish.
If it is not, you
have
encountered a
situation that
requires a more
advanced
solution.

This  top-down method
is  the  foundation  of
most  Borderlands  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions for standard
puzzles.

Memorize
Common
Patterns
Somet imes ,  a f te r
solving  from  top  to
bottom, you will be left
with a pattern of non-
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green  nodes  on  the
l a s t  r o w .  T h e s e
p a t t e r n s  a r e  n o t
random;  they  a re
deterministic based on
the initial puzzle state.
By  memorizing  a  few
"last row" patterns and
their  corresponding
"first  row"  clicks,  you
can  solve  any  puzzle
without fail.
For  example,  if  your
last row has a pattern
of  "Green,  Purple,
Green, Green, Purple,"
you  might  need  to
specifically  click  the
first  and  fifth  nodes  in
the  top  row  before
starting  the  top-down
process again. Creating
a cheat sheet for these
patterns is an excellent
way to speed up your
solving time.

ADVANCED
BORDERLANDS 3
SCIENCE ARCADE

SOLUTIONS

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  basic
top-down  approach,
you can explore more
advanced  techniques
to solve puzzles faster
and  tack le  h igher
difficulty  levels.  These
methods  are  essential
for players who want to
maximize their Eridium
farming efficiency.

Solving
with Pairs
and Duos
Instead of solving from
top  to  bottom  every
time, you can learn to
solve using pairs. This
involves  identifying
two nodes  that,  when
clicked  in  a  specific
sequence,  result  in  a
net  change  to  only  a
specific  part  of  the
grid. This technique is
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more abstract but can
lead  to  much  quicker
solutions, especially on
smaller grids.

The Two-Node
Combo: Clicking
node A then
node B can
sometimes be
equivalent to
clicking a distant
node C.
Understanding
these
equivalences
allows you to
"teleport" your
clicks around the
grid, solving the
puzzle in fewer
moves.
Symmetry:
Many puzzles
have
symmetrical
solutions. If you
can solve one
half of the grid,
you can often
mirror those
moves to solve
the other half.

T h e s e  a d v a n c e d
techniques  are  not
strictly  necessary,  but
they  separate  casual
players from those who
can  provide  expert
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions  on  forums
and  in  guides.

The
"Chase
the Error"
Method
This  is  a  variation  of
the  top-down  method
that  is  more  intuitive
for some players.

Identify the1.
Error: Scan the
grid and find the
single node that
is furthest from
being solved.
Usually, this is
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the bottom-most,
right-most non-
green node.
Work2.
Backwards:
Determine which
click in the row
above would
have caused this
node to be its
current color.
Then, click that
node in the row
above.
Propagate the3.
Error: This new
click will create a
new error higher
up the grid.
Repeat the
process by
moving up a row.
Clear from the4.
Top: Once you
have chased the
error all the way
to the top row,
you can then use
the standard top-
down method to
clear the entire
puzzle.

T h i s  m e t h o d  i s
particularly  useful  for
puzzles  with  complex
"wrap"  patterns  that
don't  just  affect
orthogonal  neighbors.
It is a flexible approach
that adapts to different
puzzle variants.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even  with  the  best
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions, it is easy to
make  mistakes  that
waste time and clicks.
Here  are  the  most
common  pitfalls  and
how  to  avoid  them.

Clicking
Too Fast
The  most  frequent
mistake  is  rushing.
When you click a node,
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there  is  often  a  brief
animation.  If  you click
too quickly, you might
misclick or lose track of
your  pattern.  Slow
down,  especially  on
larger  grids.  Accuracy
is more important than
speed.

Ignoring
the Edges
Remember  that  nodes
on  the  edges  and
corners  have  fewer
neighbors.  This  affects
the  "wrap"  pattern.  A
co rne r  node  on l y
affects  itself  and  two
others.  An  edge  node
affects  itself  and  three
others.  Center  nodes
affect  themselves  and
four  others.  These
subtle  differences  are
critical for solving edge
cases.

Not Using
the Reset
Button
The  Science  Arcade
has a reset button for a
reason. If  you make a
mistake  early  on  and
realize  you  are  in  a
dead  end,  do  not  be
afraid  to  reset.  It  is
much  faster  to  start
over with a clear  grid
than  to  try  to  fix  a
deeply  scrambled
puzzle.  Many  expert
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions  involve
multiple  attempts,
especially  on  higher
difficulties.

Forgettin
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g the
Goal is

Efficiency
Whi le  so lv ing  the
puzzle  is  the  primary
goal,  the  real  reward
comes  from  doing  it
efficiently  if  you  are
farming. A solution that
takes  50  clicks  is  not
as  good as  a  solution
that  takes  30  clicks.
Always try to minimize
the number of moves,
as  this  will  save  you
time  in  the  long  run,
even if the puzzle itself
is solved.

TOOLS AND
RESOURCES FOR
SCIENCE ARCADE
SUCCESS

If you are struggling to
find  Borderlands  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions  on  your

own, there is no shame
in using external tools.
The  community  has
developed  several
resources  that  can
help.

Online
Puzzle
Solvers
Because  The  Wrap  is
based  on  the  classic
"L ights  Out"  log ic
puzz le ,  the re  a re
generic  Lights  Out
solvers  avai lable
online.  You  can  input
the grid state (size and
the color of each node)
into these solvers, and
they  will  generate  a
step-by-step  solution.
This  is  particularly
useful  for  the  highest
difficulty  puzzles,
which  can  be  very
complex.

How to use
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them: Open the
solver website in
a browser. Set
the grid size to
match your
puzzle (e.g., 5x5,
7x7). Click on the
solver's grid to
match the initial
state of your
Science Arcade
puzzle. The
solver will then
show you which
nodes to click.
Caution: Some
online solvers
use different
rules. Make sure
you select the
correct
"neighbor"
pattern (usually
"plus" or "cross")
to match The
Wrap's
mechanics.

Communi
ty
Spreadsh
eets
Dedicated  Borderlands
3 players have created
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
spreadsheets  that
document  the  "last
row" patterns and their
corresponding  "first
row"  solutions.  These
are  incredibly  useful
for  memorizing  the
solution  patterns.  A
q u i c k  s e a r c h  f o r
"Borderlands 3 Science
Arcade spreadsheet" or
"Lights  Out  pattern
g u i d e "  w i l l  y i e l d
several  results.

ERIDIUM FARMING:
A STEP-BY-STEP
ROUTINE

For  players  who  want



Borderlands 3 Science Arcade Solutions 13

13

to  use  the  Science
Arcade as a source of
Eridium,  here  is  an
optimized  routine  that
leverages  the  best
B o r d e r l a n d s  3
Sc ience  Arcade
solutions .

Choose the1.
Right Difficulty:
Start with the
medium or hard

difficulty. The
easy grid is too
small and offers
very little
Eridium. Harder
difficulties offer
the best reward
for your time, but
only if you can
solve them
consistently.
Use the Top-2.
Down Method


