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UNLOCK THE
MAGIC: A

COMPLETE GUIDE
TO “TODAY WAS A
FAIRYTALE"”
CHORDS

There are certain
songs that capture a
moment so perfectly
that they become
timeless. Taylor Swift’s
“Today Was a
Fairytale,” released in
2010 for the romantic
comedy Valentine’s
Day, is one such track.
With its dreamy
melody, nostalgic
lyrics, and uplifting
chorus, it has become

a favorite for guitarists,
pianists, and singers
alike. Whether you are
a beginner looking to
strum along or a more
experienced player
seeking to add nuance,
mastering the Today
Was a Fairytale
chords opens the door
to a beautiful piece of
pop-folk artistry.

In this comprehensive
guide, we will explore
the song’s chord
progression, key,
strumming patterns,
and tips for both guitar
and piano players. We
will also touch on the
emotional resonance of
the song and why its
harmonic structure
makes it SO
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memorable. By the
end, you will have
everything you need to
perform this fairytale-
worthy tune.

THE SONG’S KEY
AND OVERALL
FEEL

“Today Was a
Fairytale” is written in
the key of D major, one
of the most
approachable keys for
guitarists and pianists.
The D major key
signature (two sharps:
F# and C#) gives the
song a bright,
optimistic sound that
aligns perfectly with
the fairytale theme.
The chord progression
is straightforward,
relying heavily on I, IV,
V, and vi chords, but
with tasteful passing
chords and inversions
that add depth.

The tempo is
moderate, around 100

beats per minute, and
the time signature is
4/4. This makes it ideal
for beginners who are
still developing their
sense of rhythm and
timing. The Today
Was a Fairytale
chords are primarily
open chords on guitar,
which means you can
achieve a full, ringing
tone without needing a
capo—though some
players prefer to capo
on the 2nd fret and use
C major shapes for a
lighter feel.

ESSENTIAL
CHORDS FOR
GUITAR

Below are the core
chords you need to
know to play the song
on guitar. Each chord is
presented with its
fingering, but feel free
to use variations that
suit your hand size and

playing style.
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e D major (D) -
0-0-0-2-3-2
(xx0232). The
root chord of the
song, used
extensively in
verses and the
chorus.

G major (G) -
3-2-0-0-0-3
(320003). The IV
chord, providing
a lift in the
progression.

A major (A) -
0-0-2-2-2-0
(x02220). The V
chord, essential
for building
tension and
returning to the
tonic.

B minor (Bm) -
2-2-4-4-3-2
(x24432). The vi
chord, adding a
touch of
melancholy
beneath the
upbeat lyrics.

F¢ minor (F£m)
- 2-4-4-2-2-2

(244222). Used
in the pre-chorus
and bridge to
create a subtle
shift in mood.

¢ E minor (Em) -
0-2-2-0-0-0
(022000).
Appears briefly in
the bridge as a
passing chord.

If you are using a capo
on the 2nd fret, the
shapes become C, F, G,
Am, Em, and Dm
(though the actual
sound remains in D
major). This can make
the chords easier for
players who struggle
with barred Bm.

Chord
Progressi
on



Breakdow
n

The song follows a
common

verse-chorus-bridge
structure. Let's
examine each section:

VERSE

The verse uses a
repeating pattern: D -
G - A - Bm. This four-
chord loop provides a
stable foundation. The
gentle arpeggiation in
the original recording
gives it a tender
quality. On guitar, you
can play each chord as
a strum or break them
into fingerpicking
patterns.

PRE-CHORUS

The pre-chorus
introduces Ffim -G - A
- D. The F¢m creates a
sudden shift from the

major-tonic feel,
emphasizing the
emotional buildup. This
section often repeats
twice before the
chorus.

CHORUS

The chorus is built
aroundD-G-A-Bm
again, but the rhythm
changes. The
strumming becomes
more energetic, and
vocal delivery becomes
more emphatic. The
repetition of the same
chord sequence as the
verse is a clever way to
keep the song cohesive
while letting the lyrics
and melody shine.

BRIDGE

The bridge explores
Em-A-D-Bm-G-
A - D. This is the most
harmonically diverse
section. The Em chord
(i) gives a fleeting
sense of tension before
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resolving back to D.

The bridge’s lyrics
(“Today was a
fairytale...”) are a

climactic highlight that
pays off the entire
song.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM TIPS

The original recording
features a gentle,
steady eighth-note
strum pattern with
occasional accent
beats. For guitar, a
good beginner pattern
is:

1. Down, down-up,
up-down-up (D
DU UDU) - this is
often called the
“folk pattern”
and fits perfectly.

2. Alternatively, use
a straight down-
up eighth-note
strum (1 &2 & 3
& 4 &) with
emphasis on

beats 1 and 3.

3. For a more
advanced feel,
incorporate a
slight swing or
add ghost strums
between chords.

Remember that the
Today Was a
Fairytale chords are
not technically difficult,
so the emotion and
dynamics come from
your strumming hand.
Soften your touch
during verses and
increase intensity at
the chorus. It is also
effective to let certain
chords ring out by
lifting your strumming
hand slightly.

PIANO PLAYERS:
VOICINGS AND
INVERSIONS

Piano players can
approach the song in a
straightforward way
with root position
chords, but inversions



create smoother voice
leading. Here are some
suggested voicings:

e D major: D - F#
- A (root
position) or F# -
A - D (first
inversion).

e G major: G-B -
D (root) orB-D
- G (first
inversion).

e A major: A-C# -
E (root) or C¢ - E
- A (first
inversion).

e Bminor.B-D -
F# (root) or D - F#
- B (first
inversion).

¢ F£ minor: F¢ - A
- C# (root) or A -
C# - F# (first
inversion).

e Eminor: E-G -
B (root) orG-B
- E (first
inversion).

In the bridge, switching
from D to Bm to G
while keeping the

same top note (F#) can
create a beautiful,
connected sound.
Experiment with
arpeggiated left-hand
patterns (e.g., root,
fifth, root, octave) to
mimic the guitar’s feel.

LYRICS AND
MUSICAL
STORYTELLING

Understanding the
lyrics can help you
shape your
performance. The song
tells a story of a
magical day that feels
like a fairytale. The
chords support this
narrative: the bright D
major establishes the
happiness, while B
minor introduces
vulnerability, especially
in lines like “l don’t
know what’s happening
to me.” The pre-
chorus’s F# minor hints
at doubt, but the
chorus resolves with
triumphant certainty.

6 Today Was A Fairytale Chords 2025-07-29



Today Was A Fairytale Chords

When you play the
Today Was a
Fairytale chords,
think about painting
these emotional colors
with your dynamics.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

Even with simple
chords, players can
struggle with smooth
transitions. Here are
some pitfalls to watch
for:

e Barre
endurance: The
Bm and F#m
chords require
barring, which
can be tiring.
Practice them
slowly and
ensure your
thumb position is
stable. If needed,
use a capo or
play simplified
versions (e.g.,

Bm7 open:
2-2-0-0-3-0, or
Fém as
2-2-2-4-4-2).
Rhythm
rushing: The
pre-chorus has a
slightly different
feel. Count
carefully:
“Ghost” strums
or rests can help
you stay on beat.
Over-
strumming:
Because the
song is gentle,
try to avoid
heavy strumming
throughout.
Alternate
between full
strokes and
partial strokes
(hitting only the
top three strings)
for variety.
Ignoring
dynamics: The
song builds from
soft to stronger.
Map out where



you want to play
louder (chorus,
bridge) and
softer (verse,
outro).

VARIATIONS AND
ADVANCED
INTERPRETATIONS

Once you have the
basic chords down,
consider these
variations:

¢ Add seventh
chords: Replace
major triads with
dominant 7ths
(e.g., A7, D7) for
a bluesy twist.
This is not true to
the original but
can be fun.

* Fingerstyle
arrangement:
Dedicate your
thumb to the
bass notes and
index/middle
fingers to the
melody. Many
online tabs

provide note-for-
note
fingerpicking
patterns.

Capo
transposition:
If you sing, you
may want to
change the key.
Use a capo or
transpose the
chords. For
example, capo 2
usesC, F, G, Am,
Em, Dm shapes
(sounding D, G,
A, Bm, Fém, Em).
Banjo or
ukulele: The
chords adapt
easily to other
instruments. On
ukulele (tuning
GCEA), the
chords become D
(2220), G (0232),
A (2100), Bm
(4222), Fém
(2120), Em
(0402).
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WHY THISIS8ONGath you take

ENDURES

“Today Was a
Fairytale” may be over
a decade old, but its
charm remains intact.
The chord progression
is accessible yet
emotionally effective. It
is a song that
beginners can learn
quickly, yet advanced
players can reinterpret
endlessly. The Today
Was a Fairytale
chords represent
more than just notes
on a page—they are a
gateway to nostalgia,
romance, and the
simple joy of making
music.

Whether you are
playing for a campfire,
a classroom, or your
own quiet reflection,
this song offers a
warm, uplifting
experience. Pay
attention to the spaces
between the chords,

before the chorus, and
the way the story
unfolds. That is where
the fairytale truly lives.

CONCLUSION

Mastering the Today
Was a Fairytale
chords is a rewarding
journey for any
musician. The song’s
harmonic simplicity
belies its emotional
depth, and with
practice, you can bring
out every nuance. Start
by memorizing the
open chord shapes and
the basic verse-chorus
pattern. Then,
experiment with
strumming, dynamics,
and even alternate
voicings. Soon, you will
be able to play this
tune with confidence
and feeling, making
every performance feel
like a fairytale come
true.

Remember, the best
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version of the song is instrument, learn the
the one you play with chords, and let the
heart. So grab your magic unfold.
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