
Outcome Of English Civil War 1

Outcome Of English Civil War

Outcome Of English Civil War Downloaded from everybodystreet.com by Jillian & Briana

INTRODUCTION: MORE THAN A BATTLE – THE OUTCOME OF ENGLISH CIVIL WAR

The English Civil  War,  a series of  devastating conflicts fought between 1642 and 1651, represents
one of the most transformative periods in British history. It was not merely a clash of armies, but a
profound struggle over the very nature of governance, religion, and the rights of the people. To
understand modern Britain, one must first understand the outcome of English Civil War, because
the results of that conflict continue to shape the political and constitutional landscape of the United
Kingdom today. The war pitted the Royalists, loyal to King Charles I, against the Parliamentarians,
led by Oliver Cromwell. When the fighting finally ceased, the nation was fundamentally altered. The
monarchy  was  abolished,  a  king  was  executed,  and  a  radical  new  form of  government  was
attempted. This article delves into the multifaceted consequences of this pivotal conflict, exploring
its military, political, social, and religious outcomes in comprehensive detail.

THE IMMEDIATE MILITARY OUTCOME: THE TRIUMPH OF PARLIAMENT

The most tangible and dramatic outcome of English Civil War was the decisive military victory of
the Parliamentary forces, commonly known as the Roundheads. Under the brilliant leadership of
generals  like  Oliver  Cromwell  and  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  the  New Model  Army  proved  to  be  a
formidable fighting force. The creation of this professional,  disciplined army was itself  a significant
consequence of the war.

The Defeat of the Royalist Army
The Royalist cause, initially strong in the north and west of England, was systematically dismantled.
Key battles such as Marston Moor in 1644 and Naseby in 1645 shattered the King’s armies. The war
did not end with a single battle but with a grinding series of campaigns that eventually left Charles I
isolated and without viable military options. The King’s surrender to the Scots in 1646 marked the
end of the First Civil  War,  although a brief second conflict in 1648 ended with even more decisive
Parliamentary control. The scattering of Royalist forces and the capture of their strongholds was the
first, most immediate result of the conflict.

The Capture and Execution of King

Charles I
Perhaps the most shocking and unprecedented outcome of English Civil War was the trial and
execution of King Charles I in January 1649. This act sent shockwaves across Europe, where the
divine right of kings was a widely accepted doctrine. Parliament’s decision to put the monarch on
trial for treason against the people of England was a radical departure from tradition. His death on
the scaffold outside the Banqueting House in Whitehall symbolized the ultimate rejection of absolute
monarchy.  It  demonstrated  that  a  king  could  be  held  accountable  for  his  actions,  and  that
sovereignty rested, at least in theory, with the people represented in Parliament. This single event
remains one of the most defining moments in English history.

THE POLITICAL OUTCOME: THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE PROTECTORATE

Following the execution of the King, the political outcome of English Civil War took a radical turn.
The monarchy and the House of Lords were abolished, and England was declared a Commonwealth,
or a free republic. This was a period of intense political experimentation.

The Abolition of the Monarchy
On  March  17,  1649,  Parliament  passed  an  act  abolishing  the  office  of  king,  stating  that  it  was
"unnecessary, burdensome, and dangerous to the liberty, safety, and public interest of the people."
This  was  a  direct  consequence  of  the  war  and  the  king’s  perceived  betrayal.  For  the  first  time  in
English history, the nation had no monarch. The House of Lords was also dissolved, leaving a
unicameral Parliament, the Rump Parliament, to govern. This was a period of radical republican rule,
though it struggled to gain widespread popular acceptance.

The Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell
The  Commonwealth  proved  to  be  unstable.  The  Rump  Parliament  was  inefficient  and  increasingly
unpopular.  In  1653,  Oliver  Cromwell,  the  military  leader  who  had  been  instrumental  in  the
Parliamentary victory, forcibly dissolved the Rump Parliament. He then established the Protectorate,
a form of military dictatorship with himself as Lord Protector. While the title of king was not used,
Cromwell wielded greater power than any previous monarch. The outcome of English Civil War
thus transitioned from a republican experiment to a semi-monarchical rule. Cromwell’s rule was
characterized by Puritan morality, military governance, and religious toleration for most Protestants,
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but not for Catholics or radical sects. This period, from 1653 to 1658, showed that the war had not
settled the question of who should rule, but had only created a new, more authoritarian form of
government.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL OUTCOME: THE SUPREMACY OF PARLIAMENT

One of the most enduring outcomes of the English Civil War was the establishment of the principle
that Parliament was supreme over the Crown. While the monarchy was eventually restored in 1660,
it was a fundamentally changed institution. The war had demonstrated that the King could not
govern without Parliament’s consent, particularly when it came to taxation and legislation.

The Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660
After Cromwell’s death in 1658, the Protectorate quickly collapsed. In 1660, Parliament invited
Charles II, the son of the executed king, to return from exile and take the throne. This event, known
as the Restoration, might appear to reverse the outcome of English Civil War, but in reality, it
was a compromise. Charles II returned on Parliament’s terms. He agreed to a general amnesty and
to respect the authority of Parliament. The monarchy was restored, but the absolute power of the
Crown  was  not.  The  relationship  between  the  Crown  and  Parliament  had  been  permanently
redefined.

The Glorious Revolution and the Bill of
Rights
The long-term constitutional outcome of English Civil War culminated in the Glorious Revolution
of  1688 and the Bill  of  Rights  of  1689.  When James II,  a  Catholic,  attempted to assert  royal
prerogative and promote Catholicism, Parliament saw this as a threat.  They invited William of
Orange  to  invade,  and  James  fled.  This  peaceful  revolution  confirmed  the  principles  for  which  the
Civil War had been fought. The Bill of Rights established that the monarch could not suspend laws,
levy taxes without parliamentary consent, or interfere with the freedom of parliamentary elections.
It also guaranteed the right to petition the monarch and ensured that Parliament should be held
frequently. This document laid the foundation for a constitutional monarchy, where the sovereign’s
powers are limited by law and Parliament is the supreme legislative body. The war had ultimately
established the sovereignty of Parliament.

THE RELIGIOUS OUTCOME: PURITAN POWER AND THE SEARCH FOR TOLERATION

Religion was a major driver of the English Civil War, and the religious outcome of English Civil
War  was  equally  profound.  The  conflict  was,  in  part,  a  struggle  over  the  nature  of  the  Church  of
England and the extent of religious reform.

The Ascendancy of Puritanism
During the war  and the Interregnum (the period between the execution of  Charles  I  and the
Restoration), Puritanism became the dominant religious force. The Puritans sought to purify the
Church of England of its Catholic-like rituals and hierarchies. Under Cromwell, the state enforced a
strict moral code based on Puritan beliefs. The theaters were closed, Christmas was banned, and
severe penalties were imposed for  adultery and blasphemy. This  moral  imposition was deeply
unpopular with many ordinary people, who resented the intrusion of the state into their private lives.

The Legacy of Religious Conflict
The religious outcome of English Civil War was not the establishment of a single, unified Puritan
church. Instead, the period saw the proliferation of many different religious sects, including Baptists,
Quakers, Ranters, and Fifth Monarchists. This fragmentation of religious life was a consequence of
the breakdown of state control during the war. While Cromwell granted a measure of toleration to
most  Protestant  groups,  Catholics  and  radical  sects  continued  to  be  persecuted.  After  the
Restoration, the Church of England was re-established, but the memory of this period of religious
diversity  and  conflict  lived  on.  The  civil  war  sowed  the  seeds  for  future  debates  about  religious
toleration,  which  would  eventually  lead  to  the  Toleration  Act  of  1689.

THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC OUTCOME: SHIFTING POWER AND THE RISE OF THE
GENTRY

The war also had significant social and economic repercussions. The outcome of English Civil War
included a shift in the balance of power among the social classes and long-term economic changes.

The Rise of the Gentry and Merchant Class
The war weakened the power of the old aristocracy, many of whom had sided with the King and lost
their  estates  or  influence.  Meanwhile,  the  gentry  (landowners  below  the  nobility)  and  the  rising
merchant class in London and other towns gained power. These groups had largely supported
Parliament, and they benefited from the political and economic policies of the Commonwealth and
Protectorate. The war accelerated the transition from a feudal society to a more modern, capitalist
economy.  Trade  and  commerce  continued  to  expand,  and  London  grew  in  importance  as  a
commercial and political center.

The Human Cost and Economic Disruption
The social outcome of English Civil War also includes a tragic human cost. The wars of the 1640s
were devastating. It is estimated that approximately 200,000 people died, including soldiers and
civilians, out of a population of roughly 5 million. This was a higher proportion of the population than
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the First World War. The war caused widespread destruction of property, disruption of agriculture,
and economic hardship. Many towns and villages were plundered by passing armies. The social
fabric of the nation was torn apart, with families and communities divided by political and religious
loyalties. The memory of this violence and bloodshed contributed to a widespread desire for stability
and order after the Restoration.

THE LONG-TERM LEGACY: THE BIRTH OF MODERN DEMOCRACY

Ultimately,  the  most  significant  outcome  of  English  Civil  War  is  its  contribution  to  the
development of modern democratic ideals and institutions. While the war did not immediately create
a democracy, it established crucial precedents.

The Roots of Modern Political Thought
The ideas that emerged during the civil war period, such as the sovereignty of the people, the right
to representation, and the limitation of governmental power, became foundational to later political
philosophy. Thinkers like John Locke, who wrote extensively about natural rights and the social
contract,  were  directly  influenced  by  this  period.  His  ideas  would  later  inspire  the  American  and
French Revolutions. The English Civil  War was a laboratory for political experimentation, where
concepts like republicanism, democracy, and religious liberty were debated and, for a time, put into
practice.

A Template for Constitutional Change
The outcome of English Civil War  proved that it  was possible to challenge and change the
fundamental structure of the state through force of arms and political will. The war established that
the monarchy was not inviolable, and that Parliament had the right to depose a king who acted
tyrannically. The Glorious Revolution of 1688, which built directly on the precedents of the civil war,
cemented these principles into the British constitution. The Bill of Rights of 1689 is one of the most
important documents in the history of democracy, and it exists today because of the struggles of the
English Civil War.

CONCLUSION: A WAR THAT FORGED A NATION

The outcome of English Civil War  is not a single event but a complex tapestry of military,
political, constitutional, religious, and social changes. The war ended with a Parliamentary victory,
the execution of the king, a brief republican experiment, and eventually a restored but limited
monarchy. More importantly, it established the fundamental principle that in England, the power of
the Crown is subject to the rule of law and the consent of Parliament. The conflict caused immense
suffering and destruction, but it also cleared the ground for a more modern and constitutional form
of government. The ideas about liberty, representation, and accountability that were fought for on
the battlefields of the 164


