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provides a well-rounded understanding of how God has equipped you.

DISCOVERING YOUR PURPOSE THROUGH THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY LIFEWAY

PRACTICAL STEPS AFTER TAKING THE SURVEY

Many believers walk through life with a quiet but persistent question: What is my place in the body
of Christ? This longing to contribute meaningfully, to serve with joy, and to sense divine direction is
one of the most authentic desires of the Christian heart. The answer often lies in understanding the
unique abilities God has placed within you. This is where a tool like the Spiritual Gifts Survey
Lifeway becomes invaluable. It is not merely a personality test or a psychological assessment; it is
a biblically grounded instrument designed to illuminate the specific graces the Holy Spirit has given
you for building up the church. For individuals, small groups, and entire congregations, this survey
serves as a starting point for a more purposeful and fruitful walk of faith.

The journey of faith is not meant to be walked alone, nor is it meant to be passive. Every member of
the body of Christ has a function. When believers discover and operate in their spiritual gifts, the
entire church is strengthened, the work of ministry is advanced, and the individual experiences a
deeper sense of fulfillment. The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is a practical tool that bridges the
gap between the biblical teaching on gifts and the everyday reality of serving in a local church. It
provides a structured, thoughtful way to identify where God might be leading you to serve.

WHAT ARE SPIRITUAL GIFTS? A BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

Before exploring the survey itself, it is helpful to revisit what spiritual gifts are. According to
Scripture, a spiritual gift is a special ability given by the Holy Spirit to every believer at the moment
of salvation. These are not natural talents, though God can certainly use those as well. Instead,
spiritual gifts are supernatural enablements for the purpose of building up the body of Christ.
Passages like Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4 list several of these gifts, including
teaching, serving, encouragement, giving, leadership, mercy, and prophecy, among others.

It is crucial to understand that no single person possesses all the gifts. The diversity is intentional. As
1 Corinthians 12:7 states, "To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common
good." You are not meant to do everything. You are meant to do the specific things God has
equipped you to do. The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway helps you identify which of these
manifestations are most dominant in your life, allowing you to focus your energy where it will be
most effective.

WHY USE THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY LIFEWAY?

There are several spiritual gift assessments available, but the Lifeway version is widely respected for
its theological accuracy and practical application. Here is why many churches and individuals turn to
this specific resource:

e Biblical Grounding: The survey is rooted in a careful study of the key New Testament
passages on spiritual gifts. It does not add or subtract from what Scripture teaches.

» Practical Clarity: The questions are written in clear, everyday language. They focus on real-
life behaviors, preferences, and passions, making it easy for participants to respond honestly.

e Comprehensive Approach: The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway typically covers a broad
range of gifts, providing a nuanced profile rather than just a single label. This gives a fuller
picture of how God has wired you.

e Church Focused: The survey is designed with the local church in mind. The results are
intended to help people find their place in ministry, whether that is teaching a class, visiting
the sick, organizing events, or providing financial support.

HOW THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY LIFEWAY WORKS

The Format and Questions

The survey is typically structured as a series of statements. You are asked to rate how strongly you
agree or disagree with each statement. For example, a statement might read, "I enjoy explaining
biblical truths to others" or "l feel compassion for those who are hurting and want to help them."
Your responses are then scored and tallied across different gift categories.

The key to an accurate result is honesty. It is not about how you think a "good Christian" should
answer, but about what genuinely resonates with your heart. If you are not passionate about
administration, that is perfectly fine. The survey is not a test you can fail; it is a discovery tool. The
Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is designed to reveal your true bent, helping you see the areas
where you will most naturally and joyfully serve.

Scoring and Identifying Primary Gifts

Once you complete the questionnaire, the results will rank your gifts from strongest to weakest. You
will typically have two or three gifts that score significantly higher than the others. These are
considered your primary or dominant gifts. These are the areas where you are most likely to have
the greatest impact and experience the most satisfaction in ministry. It is also possible to have
secondary gifts, which are less dominant but still present and valuable.

The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway does not lock you into a box. It is a snapshot of where you are
today. As you grow in your faith and gain new experiences, your understanding and expression of
your gifts may deepen. The survey is a tool for current guidance, not a permanent label.

INTERPRETING YOUR RESULTS WITH WISDOM

Receiving your results is an exciting moment, but it is only the beginning. The real value comes from
interpreting the results in the context of your life and community. A high score in the gift of
teaching, for example, does not automatically mean you should start a seminary. It suggests that
you have a God-given ability to communicate, explain, and apply truth. The next step is to look for
opportunities within your church to exercise that gift, perhaps by teaching a small group or leading a
Bible study.

It is also important to seek confirmation from others. Share your results with a pastor, a small group
leader, or a trusted Christian friend. Do they see these gifts operating in your life? Often, others can
see things we miss. The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is a powerful tool, but it is best used in
community, not in isolation. The combination of your self-assessment and the input of others

Once you have identified your primary spiritual gifts using the Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway, the
guestion becomes: "Now what?" Here are practical steps to move from discovery to deployment:

1. Study Your Gifts: Read the biblical passages that mention your primary gifts. Learn more
about what they are and how they are meant to function in the church.

2. Pray for Opportunities: Ask God to open doors for you to use your gifts. Pay attention to the
needs you see around you. Sometimes the opportunity is right in front of you.

3. Start Serving: Look for a ministry area in your church that matches your gift. If your gift is
helps or service, join a team that sets up or cleans up. If your gift is mercy, consider a
visitation or counseling ministry.

4. Experiment and Grow: You do not have to be perfect on day one. Try different roles. As you
serve, your gifts will become sharper and more effective. The Spiritual Gifts Survey
Lifeway is a starting point, but practice and experience are where your gifts truly develop.

5. Evaluate Regularly: Revisit the survey every few years. As you grow and your life
circumstances change, you may find that certain gifts become more prominent, or you
discover a gift you overlooked before.

USING THE SURVEY WITH GROUPS AND TEAMS

Many churches use the Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway as part of a membership class, a new
believer's course, or a small group study. When an entire group takes the survey together, it can be
a transformative experience. Members begin to see how they complement one another. One
person's strength in leadership balances another's gift of mercy. A teacher can explain the Word
while a server ensures the practical needs are met. The body of Christ begins to function as a
unified, healthy organism.

Using the survey in a group setting also encourages discussion and mutual encouragement. People
can share their results, pray for one another, and help each other find ministry placements. This
creates a culture where every member is valued and every gift is seen as essential. The Spiritual
Gifts Survey Lifeway is not just a personal tool; it is a community-building instrument that helps
churches move from a "spectator" model to a "participant” model of ministry.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LIFEWAY SPIRITUAL GIFTS SURVEY

Is this survey only for adults?

While the most common version is designed for adults and older teens, Lifeway also offers resources
adapted for younger students. The principles apply to anyone who is a believer, but the language
and format are adjusted for different age groups.

Can | take the survey online?

Yes, Lifeway provides digital versions of the Spiritual Gifts Survey that can be completed online.
This makes it easy for individuals to access and for churches to distribute to their congregation.
Many churches provide a link in a newsletter or on their website.

What if | don't agree with my results?

Results are a starting point for reflection, not a final verdict. If your results surprise you, spend time
in prayer and talk with others who know you well. It is possible that the survey is revealing an area
you have not considered, or it might prompt you to re-take the survey with a different mindset. The
goal is not to force yourself into a category, but to honestly explore how God has gifted you.

A DEEPER WALK THROUGH DISCOVERY

The ultimate goal of taking a Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is not just to gain information, but to
fuel transformation. When you understand how God has equipped you, you can serve with
confidence and joy. You stop guessing and start doing. You move from feeling like a spectator to
knowing you are an essential part of God's plan. This discovery process can breathe new life into
your faith, your relationships, and your involvement in the local church.

Recognizing your spiritual gifts also helps you avoid the trap of comparison. When you know that
your gift is helps, and your friend's gift is teaching, you can celebrate their ministry without feeling
pressured to imitate it. You are free to be who God made you to be. This freedom is one of the
greatest gifts of the Christian life. The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway helps you step into that
freedom with clarity and purpose.

The Role of the Church in Gift Discovery

No spiritual gift is given for private use. Every gift is meant to be exercised within the context of the
body of Christ. This is why the Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is such a valuable resource for
churches. It helps leaders identify the gifts present in their congregation, allowing them to equip and
deploy people effectively. A church that understands the gifts of its members is a church that can
minister more powerfully and reach its community more effectively. It reduces burnout by placing
people in roles that fit their God-given design. It increases joy because people are doing what they
were made to do.

CONCLUSION

The desire to know your purpose is a deep and holy longing. God has not left you to wander
aimlessly. He has equipped you with specific, meaningful gifts that are essential for the health and
growth of His church. The Spiritual Gifts Survey Lifeway is a trusted, biblically sound tool that
can illuminate these gifts and guide you toward a life of impactful service. Whether you are a new
believer or a seasoned disciple, taking this survey can open doors to deeper fulfillment and more
effective ministry. Do not let your gifts remain dormant. Take the step, discover your design, and
offer your unique contribution to the body of Christ. Your church, your community, and your own
soul will be richer for it.
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