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INTRODUCTION TO PROFESSOR
MESSER’S COMPTIA N10-006
NETWORK TRAINING

When  it  comes  to  preparing  for  the
CompTIA  Network+  certification,  few
names  carry  as  much  weight  as
Professor  Messer.  His  comprehensive,
free,  and  highly  regarded  Professor
Messer’s CompTIA N10-006 Network
Training  course has helped thousands
of IT professionals earn their credentials
and advance their careers. The N10-006
exam, which was the third generation of
the  Network+  certification,  remains  a
foundational  milestone  for  anyone
looking  to  prove  their  networking
knowledge. Even though newer versions
exist,  the  materials  from  Professor
Messer for N10-006 are still widely used
by  learners  who  appreciate  his  clear
explanations, systematic approach, and
cost-free  access.  This  article  explores
e v e r y  f a c e t  o f  t h i s  t r a i n i n g
program—from its structure and content
to study strategies and lasting value—so
you  can  decide  if  it  is  the  right  fit  for
your  certification  journey.
The  beauty  of  Professor  Messer’s
CompTIA N10-006 Network Training
lies  in  its  accessibility.  Unlike  many
expensive  boot  camps or  subscription-
based  courses,  Professor  Messer  offers
his  entire  video  series  for  free  on  his
website and YouTube channel. He pairs

these  videos  with  downloadable  study
notes,  comprehensive  course  outlines,
and  a  vibrant  community  of  learners.
Whether  you  are  a  newcomer  to
networking  or  a  seasoned professional
seeking  formal  validation,  this  training
provides  a  reliable  roadmap  to  exam
success. In the sections that follow, we
will break down what makes this training
unique,  how to  maximize  its  use,  and
why it remains a trusted resource even
years after the exam’s introduction.

WHAT IS THE COMPTIA
NETWORK+ N10-006 EXAM?

Before diving into the training itself,  it
helps  to  understand  the  target.  The
CompTIA Network+ N10-006 certification
exam  validates  the  essential  skills
needed  to  design,  configure,  manage,
and  troubleshoot  wired  and  wireless
networks. Released in 2015, it replaced
the  N10-005  and  was  eventual ly
superseded  by  the  N10-007  in  2018.
However,  many  organizations  and
individuals  still  reference  N10-006
materials  because  they  cover  timeless
networking  fundamentals—OSI  model,
TCP/IP,  subnetting,  routing,  switching,
network  security,  and  troubleshooting
methodologies. For those studying with
Professor  Messer’s  course,  the  focus
remains  on  these  core  competencies
rather than short-lived technology fads.
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Exam Domains
Covered
The  N10-006  exam  consists  of  five
domains:

Network Architecture – 22% of
the exam: Covers topologies,
cabling, wireless standards, and
network device roles.
Network Operations – 20%:
Includes monitoring,
documentation, disaster recovery,
and business continuity.
Network Security – 18%: Focus
on threats, vulnerabilities, security
appliances, and authentication
methods.
Troubleshooting – 24%: The
largest domain, emphasizing
systematic problem-solving for
connectivity, performance, and
configuration issues.
Industry Standards, Practices,
and Network Theory – 16%:
Covers the OSI model,
binary/hexadecimal, cable
standards, and regulatory
compliance.

Professor  Messer  aligns  his  training
videos  directly  with  these  domains,
ensuring  that  every  topic  tested  is
covered in logical order. This alignment
makes it easy for students to track their
progress and identify weak areas.

STRUCTURE OF PROFESSOR
MESSER’S COMPTIA N10-006
NETWORK TRAINING

The training is organized into several key
components, each designed to enhance
understanding  and  retention.  The
primary delivery method is a series of

over 60 video lessons,  ranging from a
few minutes to about 20 minutes each.
The  total  runtime is  approximately  20
hours,  making  it  manageable  for  self-
paced study over a few weeks.

Video Course
The  heart  of  Professor  Messer’s
CompTIA N10-006 Network Training
is his video course. Each video focuses
on  a  specific  objective  from  the  exam
blueprint.  For  example,  there  are
dedicated videos on subnetting, network
topologies, routing protocols (RIP, OSPF,
EIGRP),  and  common  troubleshooting
tools  (ping,  traceroute,  ipconfig).
Professor Messer presents the material
using  slides,  diagrams,  and  occasional
live demonstrations. His speaking style
is calm, clear,  and methodical—perfect
for learners who may feel overwhelmed
by technical jargon.
One notable feature is the inclusion of
“pop quizzes” at the end of many videos.
These  are  not  actual  exam questions,
but they help reinforce key points and
test your understanding before moving
on. The videos are available for free on
YouTube  and  can  be  downloaded  for
offline  viewing  if  you  use  a  tool  like
YouTube  Premium  or  a  downloader.

Study Notes
For  those  who  prefer  reading  over
watching,  Professor  Messer  offers  a  set
of comprehensive study notes (available
for  a  nominal  fee).  These  notes  are
essentially  the  slides  from  the  videos
condensed  into  PDF  format,  with
additional  explanations and exam tips.
They are an excellent companion to the
video  series,  allowing  you  to  review
concepts  quickly  without  re-watching
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entire videos. Many learners print them
out  and  annotate  as  they  progress
through the course.

Course Outline
and Pop Quiz
Pages
The  official  course  outline  on
ProfessorMesser.com lists all video titles
in the recommended viewing order. This
helps  you  create  a  study  schedule.
Additionally, the site includes a pop quiz
page where you can test yourself with
practical  questions.  While  not  a  full
practice exam, these quizzes are useful
for spot-checking your knowledge after
completing a section.

WHY CHOOSE PROFESSOR
MESSER’S TRAINING FOR
N10-006?

There are many resources for CompTIA
Network+  preparat ion—books,
instructor-led  classes,  practice  exams,
and  online  courses.  So  why  does
Professor  Messer’s  CompTIA
N10-006 Network Training stand out?
Here are several compelling reasons:

Completely Free Video
Content: The entire video course
is available at no cost. This
democratizes access to high-
quality IT training, especially for
students or professionals on a
tight budget.
Clear and Accurate
Explanations: Professor Messer
has a talent for simplifying
complex topics. His explanations
of subnetting, for example, are
widely praised for being intuitive

and easy to follow.
Aligned with Official Exam
Objectives: Every video maps to
a specific objective from
CompTIA’s blueprint. You won’t
waste time on irrelevant material.
Active Community and
Support: Professor Messer hosts
live study sessions on his website
and maintains an active forum
where students can ask questions.
He also answers comments on his
YouTube videos.
Supplemented with Study
Notes and Practice: While the
videos are free, the optional study
notes are reasonably priced and
add tremendous value.
Trusted Reputation: Professor
Messer has been a leading figure
in CompTIA training for over a
decade. His courses are frequently
recommended by other IT
professionals and certification
holders.

Additionally, the N10-006 training serves
as a strong foundation for later versions.
Concepts  like  the  OSI  model,  TCP/IP
stack,  and  basic  security  principles
remain constant. Even if you plan to take
the N10-007 or N10-008 exam, studying
the N10-006 materials  can give you a
head start—just be sure to supplement
with updates on newer technologies like
SDN, IoT, and newer wireless standards.

HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF
PROFESSOR MESSER’S N10-006
TRAINING

To  succeed  on  the  exam,  s imply
watching the videos is not enough. You
need a strategic study approach.  Here
are  practical  t ips  for  leveraging
Professor  Messer’s  CompTIA
N10-006 Network Training effectively:
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Create a Study
Schedule
Break  the  course  into  manageable
chunks. For example, watch two to three
videos  per  day  for  a  total  of  30–60
minutes.  After  each  video,  review  the
corresponding  section  in  the  study
notes.  Dedicate  one  day  per  week  to
reviewing all content covered that week
and taking a pop quiz.

Take Detailed
Notes
Even though study notes are available,
handwriting  or  typing  your  own  notes
reinforces memory. Jot down key terms,
acronyms  (like  NIC,  WAN,  LAN,  DHCP,
DNS),  and  command-line  tools.  Use
diagrams  for  the  OSI  model  and
subnetting.

Use Multiple
Resources
Professor Messer’s  training is  excellent
as a primary resource, but you should
also  incorporate  practice  exams.
Consider  using  the  official  CompTIA
Network+  N10-006  practice  tests  or
third-party  tools  like  ExamCompass  or
Crucial  Exams.  Applying  what  you
learned  in  the  videos  to  realistic
scenarios  will  boost  your  confidence.

Join Study

Groups
The  Professor  Messer  forums  and  the
subreddit r/CompTIA are great places to
discuss  challenging  topics.  Explaining
concepts to others is a powerful way to
solidify your own understanding.

Hands-On
Practice
Set up a home lab if possible. Use virtual
machines with software like Cisco Packet
Tracer  or  GNS3  to  simulate  networks.
Even building a simple network with two
PCs  and a  switch  can  help  you  grasp
concepts  l ike  IP  addressing  and
connectivity  troubleshooting.

COMPARING N10-006 TRAINING
TO OTHER VERSIONS

If you are deciding between studying the
N10-006 material or jumping to a newer
exam  version,  consider  this:  CompTIA
retired  the  N10-006 in  2018,  meaning
you cannot take that exact exam today.
However,  many  training  providers  still
offer  N10-006  content  because  it  is
considered  a  solid  introduction  to
networking.  Professor  Messer  himself
has updated his course to cover N10-007
and N10-008. So why would anyone still
use the N10-006 training? Two reasons:
first,  many  self-study  learners  use  older
mater ia ls  to  bui ld  foundat ional
knowledge  before  tackling  the  current
exam at a reduced cost (since the videos
are free). Second, some employers still
accept  N10-006  certification  if  it  was
earned  before  retirement,  but  current
candidates  should  aim  for  the  active
version.
That  said,  the  principles  taught  in
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Professor  Messer’s  CompTIA
N10-006 Network Training are largely
transferable. If  you watch the N10-006
videos  and  then  supplement  with  a
current exam guide or  updated videos
from Professor Messer for N10-008, you
will  have a  thorough understanding of
modern networking.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

Many  students  face  obstacles  when
studying  networking  concepts.  The
N10-006  training  helps  address  these
head-on:

Subnetting – Professor Messer’s
“seven-second subnetting”
method is a lifesaver. Practice it
repeatedly until it becomes second
nature.
OSI Model – Memorize the layers
using mnemonics (e.g., “Please Do
Not Throw Sausage Pizza Away”).
Professor Messer dedicates
multiple videos to explaining each
layer with real-world examples.
Routing Protocols – The
differences between distance-
vector and link-state can be
confusing. His clear side-by-side
comparisons in videos and study

notes make it easier.
Troubleshooting Methodology
– The exam expects you to follow a
systematic approach: identify the
problem, establish a theory, test
the theory, etc. Professor Messer
walks through sample scenarios
step by step.

CONCLUSION

Professor  Messer’s  CompTIA  N10-006
Network  Training  remains  a  gold
s tandard  in  f ree ,  h igh -qua l i ty
certification  preparation.  Even  though
the exam itself  is  retired,  the  training
provides  an  invaluable  foundation  for
anyone studying network fundamentals.
With  i ts  logical  structure,  c lear
explanations,  and  accessible  format
(both video and note-based), this course
has empowered thousands of individuals
to  achieve  their  CompTIA  Network+
certification. Whether you are using it to
prepare for the current exam version by
supplementing with  newer material,  or
simply  seeking  to  strengthen  your
networking knowledge without spending
a dime, Professor Messer’s training is a
resource you can trust. Start today, stay
consistent, and you will be well on your
way  to  mastering  networking  and
earning  your  credential.


