
The Missing Piece Meets The Big O 1

The Missing Piece
Meets The Big O

The Missing
Piece Meets
The Big O

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com
by Marisa & Walls

INTRODUCTION: A
TALE OF
WHOLENESS AND
CONNECTION

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
children's  literature,
few  authors  have
c a p t u r e d  t h e
complexities of human
e m o t i o n  a n d
relationships  as  deftly
as  Shel  Silverstein.
While many know him
fo r  h i s  wh ims i ca l
poetry  in  "Where  the
Sidewalk Ends" or  the
poignant  fable  "The
G iv ing  T ree , "  h i s
lesser-known  duo  of
picture  books—"The
Missing Piece"  and its

compan ion ,  " The
Missing  Piece  Meets
The  Big  O"—offer
profound  meditations
on self-discovery, love,
and  the  na ture  o f
completeness.  This
second book, published
in  1981 ,  p i cks  up
where  the  first  left  off,
b u t  i n s t e a d  o f
exploring  the  search
for  a  missing  part,  it
d e l v e s  i n t o  w h a t
happens  when  two
individuals  who  think
they  need  each  other
to  be  whole  finally
meet .  I t  i s  a  s tory
abou t  au tonomy ,
c h a n g e ,  a n d  t h e
realization  that  true
connection  does  not
require  one  to  be  a
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perfect  fit,  but  rather
to  ro l l  together  in
motion.
For  readers  unfamiliar
with  the  narrative,
"The  Missing  Piece
M e e t s  T h e  B i g  O "
f o l l o w s  a  s m a l l
triangular  piece—a
"missing  piece"—that
has  been  waiting  for
someone  to  come
a long  and  t ake  i t
somewhere. In the first
book, this piece was an
incomplete  c i rc le
searching for a missing
part to become whole.
Now, the piece itself is
the protagonist, and it
encounters  various
shapes that claim to be
the  "big"  shape  that
will  complete  it.  Yet
none  work:  some  are
too  small,  others  too
big,  some  swallow  it
whole,  and others  are
too  fragile.  Finally,  it
meets  a  large,  round
shape called the Big O,
who  tells  the  missing

piece that it  does not
need  to  be  rolled  by
someone  else—it  can
r o l l  o n  i t s  o w n .
Inspired,  the  missing
p i e c e  b e g i n s  t o
p r a c t i c e ,  a n d
eventua l ly ,  i t  too
becomes  a  complete
circ le,  able  to  ro l l
alongside  the  Big  O,
not as a missing part,
but as an equal.
T h i s  s i m p l e  b u t
profound  al legory
resonates  deeply  with
adults  and  children
alike. In an era where
we are constantly told
to  find  our  "other  half"
or  to  seek  validation
from external  sources,
Silverstein  offers  a
counter-narrative:  that
s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n
precedes  hea l thy
relationships.  This
article will  explore the
themes,  symbolism,
and  lessons  of  "The
Missing  Piece  Meets
The  Big  O,"  and  why
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this  book  remains  a
t imeless  guide  for
anyone navigating the
j o u r n e y  t o w a r d
authentic connection.

THE JOURNEY
FROM NEED TO
INDEPENDENCE

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking  elements  of
"The  Missing  Piece
Meets The Big O" is the
shift  in  perspective
from  the  first  book.  In
"The  Missing  Piece,"
the  protagonist  is  a
c i r c l e  t h a t  i s
incomplete,  searching
for the one piece that
wil l  make  it  whole.
That story is about the
search  for  external
completion—the  idea
that  we  are  lacking
something  and  must
find  it  in  another
person  or  object.  The
circle  meets  many
pieces,  but  only  one
fits perfectly. However,
after it becomes whole,

it rolls too fast to enjoy
t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d
eventually  leaves  the
piece  behind.  That
ending  suggests  that
perfect  fitting  may  not
l e a d  t o  l a s t i n g
happiness.
In  the  sequel ,  the
missing  piece  itself  is
the  protagonist.  I t
waits  passively  for
someone  to  come
along and roll  it.  This
mirrors  a  common
human  experience:
feeling incomplete and
b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  a
partner,  a  job,  or  a
possession will give us
direction.  The  missing
p i e c e  t r i e s  m a n y
different  "big"  shapes,
but each fails. When it
meets  the  Big  O,  the
Big O tells it something
radical:  "You  can  roll
by  yourse l f . "  The
m i s s i n g  p i e c e  i s
initially  skeptical—it
h a s  n o  e d g e s ,  n o
wheels,  only  a  wedge
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shape.  But  the  Big  O
encourages  it  to  try,
and  through effort,  the
piece gradually rounds
its corners, becoming a
small  circle.  It  then
rolls alongside the Big
O,  not  as  a  missing
p a r t ,  b u t  a s  a
companion.
Th is  journey  f rom
pass iv i t y  to  se l f -
sufficiency  is  the  heart
of the book. Silverstein
challenges  the  notion
that  we  need  another
person to complete us.
Instead, he shows that
wholeness comes from
within—from  growth,
p rac t i ce ,  and  the
willingness  to  change.
The missing piece does
not find its "other half";
it  transforms  into  its
own whole.

Symbolis

m of the
Missing
Piece and
the Big O
Every  element  in  the
book  carries  symbolic
weight.  The  missing
piece  itself  represents
an individual who feels
i n c o m p l e t e  o r
lacking—perhaps  due
to  past  experiences,
societal  expectations,
o r  p e r s o n a l
i n s e c u r i t i e s .  I t s
t r i angu la r  shape
suggests  sharpness,
edges, and a sense of
being  unfinished.  The
Big O, by contrast, is a
perfect  circle—already
w h o l e  a n d  s e l f -
contained. But the Big
O  does  not  need  the
missing  piece  to  be
whole;  it  is  already
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rolling  along,  enjoying
the  ride.  The  Big  O
symbolizes  a  person
who has achieved self-
fulfillment  and  is  open
to  connection  without
dependency.
When  the  miss ing
p i e c e  t r i e s  t o  b e
"carried"  by  various
other shapes, we see a
range  of  unhealthy
d y n a m i c s :  b e i n g
swa l lowed,  be ing
c r u s h e d ,  b e i n g
t r a p p e d .  T h e s e
metaphors  illustrate
the dangers of seeking
completion in others. A
partner  who  tries  to
a b s o r b  y o u ,  a
re la t ionsh ip  tha t
requires you to shrink
or change dramatically,
o r  a  dynamic  that
leaves  you  feel ing
m o r e  l o s t  t h a n
b e f o r e — a l l  a r e
represented. The Big O
offers  a  different
model:  one  of  mutual
motion,  where  both

individuals  are  whole
and  travel  together
because they want to,
not because they need
to.
Th is  symbol ism  is
especially  relevant  in
modern  discussions
about  codependency
a n d  h e a l t h y
relationships. The book
teaches that the most
fulfilling  connections
happen  between  two
complete  individuals
who  choose  to  share
their  journey,  rather
than two halves trying
to create a whole.

LESSONS FOR
PERSONAL
GROWTH AND
RELATIONSHIPS

While  "The  Missing
Piece Meets The Big O"
is a children's book, its
lessons apply to people
of all  ages.  Below are
s o m e  o f  t h e  k e y
takeaways that readers
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can apply to their own
lives.

Self-
Completi
on Before
Partnersh
ip
The  most  obv ious
lesson  is  that  you
cannot expect another
person  to  fill  your
voids.  The  missing
p iece  be l i eved  i t
needed someone to roll
i t ,  b u t  t h e  B i g  O
showed it that it could
roll on its own. In real
l i f e ,  t h i s  m e a n s
investing  in  your  own
interests,  skills,  and
emot iona l  hea l th
b e f o r e  s e e k i n g  a
partner. When you are
whole,  you  attract
others  who  are  also

whole,  rather  than
those who want to take
advantage  of  your
p e r c e i v e d
incompleteness.
This  aligns  with  the
popular  idea  that  you
must  love  yourself
before  you  can  love
someone  else.  But
S i l v e r s t e i n  g o e s
further: self-love is not
just about acceptance;
it  is about active self-
development.  The
missing piece does not
s imp ly  accept  i t s
triangular  shape—it
changes  it  through
effort.  It  rounds  its
corners.  This  suggests
that  personal  growth
requires hard work and
a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
transform.

The
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Danger of
the
"Perfect

Fit" Myth
Many people search for
a  p a r t n e r  w h o
" c o m p l e t e s "
them—someone  who
fits  perfectly  into  their
life like a puzzle piece.
Silverstein  debunks
th i s  myth  i n  bo th
books.  In  the  first,  the
perfect  fit  leads  to  a
loss  o f  j oy .  In  the
second,  the  missing
piece  tr ies  to  be  a
perfect  fit  for  other
shapes,  but  it  never
works. The Big O does
n o t  e v e n  h a v e  a
missing  part;  it  is  a
c losed  c i rc le .  The
message is clear: true
love is not about fitting
into  someone  else's

gaps, but about rolling
alongside  them,  side
by  side.
T h i s  r e f r a m e s
r e l a t i o n s h i p
compatibility.  Instead
of  asking,  "Does  this
person complete me?"
we  should  ask,  "Does
this person allow me to
b e  w h o l e  a n d
growing?"  The  Big  O
does not try to change
the  missing  piece;  it
simply  offers
encouragement  and
s h o w s  t h a t
i n d e p e n d e n c e  i s
possible.  That  is  a
model  of  a  supportive
partner.

The Value
of Trying
and
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Failing
The  miss ing  piece
attempts  to  roll  with
many  different  shapes
before meeting the Big
O.  I t  exper iences
f a i l u r e ,
disappointment,  and
even  pain.  But  these
experiences  are  not
wasted—they  teach  it
what  does  not  work
and prepare it  for the
eventual insight. This is
a  power fu l  lesson
about resilience. In life,
we  may  have  many
failed  relationships  or
a t tempts  a t  se l f -
improvement.  Each
one shapes us, rounds
our corners, and brings
us closer to a state of
wholeness.
The  Big  O  does  not
rescue  the  missing
p i e c e ;  i t  g i v e s
in fo rmat i on .  The
missing piece then acts
on  that  information.

This empowers readers
to  take  responsibility
for  their  own  growth.

Relations
hips as a
Choice,
Not a
Need
By the end of the book,
the missing piece has
become a small circle.
It is no longer missing
anything.  But  it  does
not then reject the Big
O;  instead,  they  roll
t o g e t h e r .  T h e
relationship becomes a
matter  of  choice,  not
need. This is a mature,
healthy  connection.
When both parties are
whole,  they can enjoy
companionship without
clinging  or  controlling.
The book ends with the
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two rolling along, side
by  side—an  image  of
equality  and  mutual
joy.

CONNECTING THE
BOOK TO MODERN
SELF-HELP AND
PSYCHOLOGY

Silverstein's  fable
predated many popular
self-help  concepts  but
aligns  beautifully  with
them.  The  idea  o f
"inner  child"  work,
c o d e p e n d e n c y
r e c o v e r y ,  a n d
attachment  theory  all
echo  themes  in  this
book. For instance, the
missing  piece  waiting
passively  for  someone
to roll it resembles an
anxious  attachment
s ty le—re ly ing  on
others  for  validation
and direction.  The Big
O,  w i th  i t s  secure
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
represents  a  secure
attachment  style.  The
m i s s i n g  p i e c e ' s

transformation  into  a
whole circle mirrors the
journey toward secure
attachment  through
self-awareness  and
growth.
Moreover,  the  book
speaks to the concept
of  "differentiation"  in
r e l a t i o n s h i p s — t h e
ability to maintain your
own  identity  whi le
being close to another.
The  B ig  O  and  the
small circle are distinct
shapes, yet they move
together. They are not
merged ;  they  a re
connected.
The book also critiques
the  romant i c i zed
notion  of  "soulmates"
as  two  halves  that
make a whole. Instead,
i t  suggests  that  a
soulmate  might  be
s o m e o n e  w h o
r e c o g n i z e s  y o u r
wholeness and chooses
to travel alongside you.
This  perspective  can
relieve  pressure  on
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re lat ionsh ips  and
promote  healthier
dynamics.

WHY "THE
MISSING PIECE
MEETS THE BIG O"
ENDURES

Over  four  decades
after  its  publication,
this book continues to
resonate. Its minimalist
illustrations and sparse
text  leave  room  for
interpretation, allowing
each  reader  to  find
personal meaning. The
story  is  short  enough
to read in ten minutes,
but its themes can be
pondered for a lifetime.
I t  i s  o f ten  used  in
therapy,  classrooms,
and  book  clubs  as  a
discussion  starter
about  self-esteem,
autonomy,  and  love.
Additionally,  the  book
is refreshingly gender-
neutral. The characters
are  geometric  shapes,

not  people,  so  the
story  applies  to  any
gender, age, or culture.
This  universality  is  a
ha l lmark  o f  g reat
literature. Whether you
are  a  child  wondering
about friendship or an
adult  navigating  a
breakup,  the  book
offers  solace  and
wisdom.
In  an  age  of  socia l
media, where we often
p r e s e n t  c u r a t e d
versions  of  ourselves
seeking  validation
through  l ikes  and
followers,  the  missing
piece’s journey is more
relevant than ever. We
are constantly told that
w e  a r e  n o t
enough—that we need
a partner, a product, or
a  l i fes ty le  to  fee l
complete.  Silverstein
reminds  us  that  we
a l r eady  have  the
capacity  to  become
whole,  and  that  true
connection  flourishes
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on ly  when  we  a re
willing  to  roll  on  our
own.

CONCLUSION:
ROLLING
TOGETHER AS
EQUALS

"The  Missing  Piece
Meets The Big O" is far
more than a children's
s t o r y — i t  i s  a
philosophical  treatise
on  the  nature  of  self
and  relationship.  Shel
Silverstein,  with  his
characteristic  blend of
simplicity  and  depth,
t e a c h e s  t h a t  t h e
s e a r c h  f o r
completeness  often
begins and ends within
ourselves. The missing
piece  does  not  find  a
p e r f e c t  h o m e ;  i t
becomes its own home.
And  in  doing  so,  i t
d i s c o v e r s  t h e

poss ib i l i ty  of  rea l
friendship, partnership,
and love—not based on
lack, but on wholeness.
The  book  encourages
us  to  round  our  own
edges,  to  pract ice
rolling,  and  to  trust
that  we  can  move
forward  on  our  own.
Then,  when  we  meet
t h e  B i g  O  i n  o u r
lives—the  person  who
is  already  whole—we
can join them not as a
missing part, but as a
companion. That is the
beautiful,  liberating
message  hidden  in
these simple drawings
and  words.  Whether
you are reading it  for
the  first  time  or
revisiting it as an adult,
th is  s tory  has  the
power to shift how you
see  yourself  and  the
people  you  choose  to
roll with.


