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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE G.l. JOE
ACTION FIGURE
MARKET

For decades, G.l. Joe
action figures have
captured the
imaginations of
collectors and fans
around the world. From
the original 12-inch
“America’s Movable
Fighting Man”
introduced by Hasbro
in 1964 to the highly
detailed 3.75-inch
figures of the 1980s
and modern retro lines,
these toys are more

than just childhood
memories—they are
valuable collectibles.
Whether you are a
seasoned collector or
someone looking to sell
figures from your attic,
having a reliable G.l.
Joe Action Figure
Price Guide is
essential. This guide
will walk you through
the key factors that
determine value,
highlight the most

sought-after  figures,
and help you
understand today’s

market trends. By the
end, you will be
equipped to identify
hidden gems and make
informed decisions
about buying, selling,


https://everybodystreet.com/

or trading these iconic
action figures.

WHY A PRICE
GUIDE MATTERS
FOR G.l. JOE
COLLECTORS

Unlike many other toy
lines, the G.l. Joe
universe spans
multiple scales, eras,
and international
releases. A figure that
sold for a few dollars in

1985 can now
command
hundreds—or even

thousands—of dollars if
it is rare, complete,
and in pristine
condition. Without a
structured value
guide for G.l. Joe
action figures,
collectors risk
overpaying for
common figures or
undervaluing rare
ones. The market is
dynamic, influenced by
nostalgia, pop culture
resurgences (like

movies and comics),
and the condition of
the figures. A thorough
price guide helps you
navigate this complex
landscape with
confidence.

Key
Factors
That
Influence
G.l. Joe
Action
Figure
Prices

Before diving into
specific price ranges, it
is crucial to understand
the variables that
affect value. These
factors apply across all
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series, from the
original Adventure
Team to the classic
Real American Hero
line and beyond.

e Condition: This
is the single most
important factor.
Loose figures in
mint condition
(with no paint
wear, broken
parts, or
discoloration) will
always be worth
more than
damaged ones.
Carded figures
(still sealed in
their original
packaging)
command a
premium.
Grading services
like AFA (Action
Figure Authority)
can certify
condition and
add significant
value.

e Completeness:
For loose figures,

having all
original
accessories
(weapons,
backpacks,
helmets, stands,
file cards)
drastically
increases the
price. A figure
missing its
signature
accessory, like
Snake Eyes’ uzi
or Storm
Shadow’s bow,
can lose 50% or
more of its
potential value.
Rarity: Some
figures were
produced in
limited numbers,
issued only in
certain regions
(like Canada,
Europe, or Asia),
or released as
mail-in
exclusives.
Prototypes and
pre-production



samples are
even rarer.
Demand:
Popular
characters like
Snake Eyes,
Storm Shadow,
Cobra
Commander, and
Duke generally
hold higher
values because
more collectors
seek them, even
if the production
numbers were
high.

Series and Era:
The original 12-
inch figures from
the 1960s and
1970s have a
different
collector base
than the 3.75-
inch figures from
the 1980s and
1990s. Later
lines like G.I. Joe:
Sigma 6 or the
25th Anniversary
series also have

dedicated
followings.

G.l. JOE PRICE
GUIDE BY ERA: A
DETAILED
BREAKDOWN

To provide a practical
G.l. Joe action figure
pricing overview, we
will examine the major
eras separately. Prices
given are approximate
market averages (as of
2025) for loose,
complete figures in
good to excellent
condition, unless
otherwise stated.
Carded or boxed
figures can be several
times higher.

1.
Original
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12-Inch

G.l. Joe
Figures
(1964-19

70s)

The figures that started
it all. Known as
“America’s Movable
Fighting Man,” these
early Joes came with
cloth uniforms, boots,
and a variety of
themed outfits. The
line later expanded
into the Adventure
Team (e.g., “Land
Adventurer,” “Sea
Adventurer,” “Talking
Commander”).

Common figures like
the basic soldier can
be found for $20-$50
loose and complete.
However, rare
variations—such as the

black-haired “African
American Soldier”
(1965) or the “Green
Beret” figure—can
fetch $200-$600. The
most coveted items are
the “M-1 Carbine rifle”
and original
accessories. A
complete 1964 “Action
Soldier” in near-mint
condition with all
accessories and the
original box may sell
for $1,000 or more.
The Talking Adventure
Team Commander
(1970) with a working
“pull-string” voice
mechanism is highly
desirable, often
reaching $300-$500
for a good example.

2. Real
American



Hero
(RAH)

* 1982-1983
First Series:
Straight-arm
figures (before
swivel-arm

3.7 5-INCH e o e

Figures

loose Snake Eyes
(v1) from 1982
can range from

(1982-19s0-s120 buta

94)

This is the golden era
for most collectors. The
price guide for G.I.
Joe action figures
from the 1980s is
vast and varied. The
line originally debuted
in 1982 with 13 figures,
including Duke, Snake
Eyes, Scarlett, and
Cobra Commander.
The figures were
known for their
detailed sculpts, “O-
ring” construction, and
extensive accessory
packs.

carded example
can exceed
$400. The rare
“Flash” (with
silver pad) and
“Grand Slam”
with JUMP jet
pack are also
valuable.

e 1984: This year
introduced Storm
Shadow, Firefly,
and the Cobra
B.A.T. Storm
Shadow (v1)is a
top-tier figure,
often selling for
$80-$150 loose
complete, and
over $500
carded. Firefly is
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similarly priced.
1985: A peak
year with
Crimson Guard,
Snake Eyes (v2),
and Flint.
Crimson Guard
(v1) (non-Tiger
Force) can fetch
$30-$60 loose.
Snake Eyes v2 is
iconic and
typically
$50-$100 loose.
1986: Viper and
Low-Light are
standout figures.
A complete Viper
with both
accessories can
be $30-$50.
1987 and
Beyond: Figures
from later years
often have lower
production runs
but also lower
demand. Still,
the 1987 Cobra
La and the 1988
Iron Grenadiers

have niche value.

The 1990s
“Battle Corps”
figures are less
valuable, often
under $10-$20
except for rare
variants like the
“Desert Sniper”
or “Night Force”
sub-line.

3.
Internatio
nal and
Regional
Exclusive
S

One of the most
exciting aspects of
collecting G.I. Joe is the
hunt for international
figures. Hasbro
released many figures
in other countries that



were not available in
the U.S., often with
different paint
applications, card art,
or even entirely unique
characters. For
example, the “Action
Force” line (Europe)
includes figures like
“Duke” in a black outfit
and the infamous “Red
Jackal” (a repainted
Cobra Commander).
The Brazilian “Estrela”
line produced figures
with  very different
colors, such as a bright
orange Snake Eyes.
These are highly
sought after; prices
can range from $50 for
common international
figures to $500+ for
rare ones like the
“Funskool” (India)
“Stalker” or the
Canadian “G.l. Joe: The
Movie” packaging.

4. 25th
Anniversa
ry &
Modern
Era
(2007-20
16)

Hasbro revived the
3.75-inch line with
updated sculpts and
articulation. These
figures are still readily
available, but some
have appreciated. The
25th  Anniversary
single-carded  figures
originally retailed for
about $7; now, rare
variants like “Comic
Pack” exclusive figures
or the “Ultimate Battle
Pack” can be worth
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$30-$60 carded. The
50th Anniversary two-
packs (2014) also have
some gems, with
figures like the “Gray
Snake Eyes” or "Black
Storm Shadow"
fetching $40-$80.

5. G.I.
Joe:
Classified
Series (6-
Inch,
2020-Pre
sent)

The current premium
line is the 6-inch
Classified Series. While
newer, certain figures
have already become
valuable due to
scalping, limited

releases (like Target or
Amazon exclusives),
and high demand. For
example, the first
Snake Eyes (v1) from
the initial wave sold for
$40-$60 at retail but
can now be found for
$80-$150 carded,
while the Cobra Viper
(Troop Builder) can
command $50-$80.
The rare “Crimson
Strike Team” set or the
“Supreme Cobra
Commander” are also
climbing. As this line
continues, the G.l. Joe
action figure value
guide for modern
releases will evolve
rapidly.

HOW TO
DETERMINE THE
MARKET VALUE OF
YOUR G.lI. JOE
FIGURES

If you have a collection
and want to estimate
its worth, follow these
steps:
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1. Identify the

Figure: Look at
the date stamp
on the figure’s
back or the
packaging. Use
online resources
like YoJoe.com,
3DJoes.com, or
collector forums
to confirm the
exact year and
series.

. Check
Accessories:
Verify which
accessories
originally came
with the figure.
Missing parts
reduce value.
Many collectors
list figures as
“complete” or
“incomplete”
based on the
original
accessory list.

. Assess
Condition: Look
for paint rub,
yellowing

(especially on
white figures like
Storm Shadow),
loose joints,
cracked rubber
(in older O-rings),
and broken
thumbs. For
carded figures,
check for
creases, bubble
detachments,
and fading.

. Review Recent

Sales: Use
eBay’s “sold
items” filter,
Mercari, or
specialized toy
price databases
to see what
similar figures
actually sold for
(not just listing
prices). This
gives a realistic
market value.

. Consider

Grading: For
high-value
carded figures
(over $100),
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professional
grading can
increase liquidity
and resale value,
though it costs
money.

WHERE TO BUY
AND SELL G.I. JOE
ACTION FIGURES

To apply your G.l. Joe
action figure pricing
knowledge, you need
good marketplaces.
Here are the best
platforms:

e eBay: The
largest
marketplace with
the best data for
sold prices. Good
for both buyers
and sellers, but
watch for fees.

e Mercari &
Facebook
Marketplace:
Lower fees, but
more casual
buyers. Good for
bulk lots or

common figures.
Collector
Forums &
Facebook
Groups: G.I. Joe
Collector groups
often have fairer
prices and less
competition. You
can also trade.
Specialty Toy
Shows &
Conventions:
Events like
“JoeFest” or “Toy
Fair” allow you to
see items in
person and
negotiate
directly.

Online Price
Guides:
Websites like
“Toy Grail” and
“Action Figure
Insider” offer
curated pricing
data for specific
series.

COMMON PITFALLS
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PRICING G.I. JOE
FIGURES

Even experienced
collectors can make
mistakes. Here are
some traps:

e Assuming all
vintage figures
are valuable.
Many late-80s
and 90s figures
are quite
common and
worth under $10
loose. Do your
research.

e Ignoring
variation
differences. A
figure with a
slightly different
paint application
(e.g., “tan”
versus “flesh”
skin tone) can be
a rare variant
worth much
more.

e Overvaluing
reissues or

knocKr@ffevOID WHEN
Modern re-
releases from
Hasbro (like the
“Retro” line) are
not original
vintage.
Similarly, bootleg
figures from
China often have
no substantial
value.
Neglecting the
file card. The
original file card
is considered an
accessory for
many collectors.
A loose figure
with its file card
can add $5-$20
to the value.
Relying solely
on a single
price source.
Cross-reference
at least three
sources (eBay
solds, a price
guide site, and a
collector forum)
for a reliable
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estimate. WITH KNOWLEDGE
CONCLUSION: The world of G.I. Joe
EMPOWERING collecting is rich with

YOUR COLLECTION history, nostalgia, and
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