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UNDERSTANDING
YOUR SALVATION
ARMY DONATION
VALUE GUIDE:
MAXIMIZE YOUR
GENEROSITY AND
TAX BENEFITS

When you clear out
your closet, upgrade
your furniture, or
finally tackle the
clutter in your garage,
donating to the
Salvation Army is a
powerful way to give
your belongings a
second life. Beyond the
deep personal

satisfaction of
supporting a world-
renowned charitable
organization, there is
another significant
benefit: a potential tax
deduction. However, to
claim that deduction,
you need more than
just a good intention.
You need a reliable
Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide.
Understanding the fair
market value of your
items is essential for
accurate IRS reporting
and for ensuring you
receive the full benefit
of your generosity. This
comprehensive guide
will walk you through


https://everybodystreet.com/

everything you need to
know about valuing
your donations, from
common household
goods to special
circumstances, helping
you donate with
confidence and clarity.

WHY A SALVATION
ARMY DONATION
VALUE GUIDE
MATTERS

The Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) allows
taxpayers to deduct
the fair market value of
items donated to
qualified nonprofit
organizations like the
Salvation Army. Fair
market value is defined
as the price a willing
buyer would pay a
willing seller when
neither is under any
compulsion to buy or
sell. This is not the
price you originally
paid for the item, nor is
it the replacement
cost. It is the realistic,

current resale value. A
Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide
helps you bridge the
gap between a vague
estimate and a
defensible figure for
your tax return.

Tax
Complian
ce and
Audit
Protectio
n

Using a structured
valuation guide
protects you in the
event of an IRS audit.
The IRS expects you to
make a reasonable,
good-faith  effort to
determine the correct
value. While you are
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not required to be a
professional appraiser,
you must be able to
substantiate vyour
figures. By referencing
a trusted guide, you
demonstrate diligence.
For single items valued
at more than $500, you
will need to complete
Form 8283. Items
exceeding $5,000 may
require a qualified
appraisal, but for the
vast majority of
household donations, a
reliable Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide
is your primary tool.

GENERAL
VALUATION
PRINCIPLES FOR
COMMON
DONATIONS

Before diving into
specific categories, it is
crucial to understand
the overarching
principle: condition is
king. A Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide

typically provides a
range of values based
on an item's condition.
The standard IRS
categories are:

e Like New: The
item shows no
signs of wear, is
fully functional,
and is in its
original
packaging or
pristine
condition.

e Good: The item
is fully functional
but shows minor
signs of use,
such as small
scratches on
furniture or slight
fading on
clothing.

e Used: The item
is functional but
shows noticeable
wear. It is still
sellable at a
thrift store.

e Poor: The item
has significant
defects, missing



parts, or stains
that make it
unlikely to sell.
The Salvation
Army may still
accept it for
recycling or
parts, but the
tax-deductible
value is often
very low or zero.

Clothing
and
Textiles

Clothing is the most
commonly donated
item. A good Salvation
Army Donation Value
Guide suggests that
standard adult clothing
items in good condition
typically range from $3
to $15 per item. A like-
new designer blazer
might be valued at $40
or more, while a simple
t-shirt with visible wear

may only be worth $1
or $2. Be realistic.
Don't value a used pair
of jeans at the same
price as a new pair
from a department
store. Instead, consider
what a thrift store
would charge. Shoes
generally fall in the $5
to $25 range, with
athletic shoes and
boots on the higher
end. Children's clothing
is typically valued
slightly lower, often
between $2 and $8 per
item.

Furniture
and
Home
Decor

Furniture valuation
requires a careful
assessment of style,
material, and
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condition. A solid wood
dining table in
excellent condition
might be worth $100 to
$300, while a
pressboard table with
chipped veneer may
only be worth $20.
Sofas and couches in
good shape often
range from $50 to
$200. Wooden chairs
can be valued at $15
to $75 each. Lamps,
artwork, and
decorative objects vary
widely, but a general
rule of thumb is 20% to
30% of their original
retail price, adjusted
heavily for condition.
Mattresses must be in
near-perfect condition
with no stains or
sagging to have any
value. A Salvation
Army Donation Value
Guide will often list
mattresses at $20 to

$80, but many
organizations have
strict hygiene

standards, so check
before donating.

Electronic
S and
Appliance
S

Electronics depreciate
quickly. A working flat-
screen television that
is less than five years
old might be valued at
$50 to $200,
depending on size and
brand. Older CRT
televisions are
essentially worthless
for tax purposes unless
they are collectible.
Small kitchen
appliances like
toasters, blenders, and
coffee makers in good
working order are
typically valued
between $5 and $25.
Larger appliances like



refrigerators, washers,
and dryers can be
worth $50 to $150 if
they are clean,
functional, and less
than ten years old.
Always test electronics
before donating and
include all cables and
accessories to
maximize value.

Books,
Media,
and Toys

Books generally have
very low resale value
unless they are rare,
collectible, or in high
demand. Most
hardcover books are
valued at $1 to $4,
while paperbacks are
often worth $0.50 to
$2. Textbooks, if recent
editions, may be worth
$10 to $30. DVDs and
CDs are typically $1 to

$3 each. Video games
and consoles vary
widely but can be
valued using online
resale markets as a
reference. Toys should
be clean and complete.
Board games with all
pieces are worth $3 to
$10. Large items like
bicycles or play sets
can be valued at $20

to $75. A
comprehensive
Salvation Army

Donation Value Guide
will give you specific
ranges for these
categories.

SPECIAL CASES
AND HIGHER-
VALUE ITEMS

While most household
donations fit neatly
into the categories
above, some items
require extra attention.

These higher-value
donations can
significantly  increase

your tax deduction but
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also demand better
documentation.

Vehicles

Donating a car, boat,
or RV to the Salvation
Army is a popular
option. The valuation
rules are specific. If the
Salvation Army sells
the vehicle, your
deduction is limited to
the gross proceeds
from the sale. You will
receive a Form 1098-C
from the organization.
If the organization
keeps the vehicle for
its own use (e.qg., for
delivery or
transportation), you
can deduct its fair
market value. Always
check the specific
Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide
for vehicles, or consult
IRS Publication 4303.
Generally, a running
car in fair condition
might sell for $500 to

$3,000, but the final
deduction is based on
the actual sale price.

Jewelry,
Antiques,
and
Collectibl
es

For items like fine
jewelry, antique
furniture, coins, stamp
collections, or artwork,
relying on a standard
Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide
may be insufficient.
These items often
require a qualified
appraisal, especially if
you intend to claim a
deduction over $5,000.
A written appraisal
from a certified
professional provides
the strongest



substantiation. For
lower-value costume
jewelry or modest
antiques, you can use
online marketplaces or
auction results as a
guide, but be
conservative in your
estimates.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR USING A
SALVATION ARMY
DONATION VALUE
GUIDE
EFFECTIVELY

To get the most
accurate and
defensible valuation for
your tax return, follow
these best practices:

1. Document
Everything:
Take clear
photographs of
your items
before donating,
especially high-
value pieces.
Keep a detailed
list that includes

the item name,
condition,
quantity, and
assigned value.

. Get a Signed

Receipt: The
Salvation Army
will provide a
receipt for your
donation. This
receipt does not
list dollar
amounts (as they
cannot appraise
items), but it
serves as proof
of your donation.
You will attach
your own
valuation using
the gquide.

. Be

Conservative:
The IRS frowns
upon inflated
valuations. It is
better to
undervalue an
item slightly than
to overvalue it
and risk an audit.
A reasonable,
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moderate
approach using a
trusted Salvation
Army Donation
Value Guide will
keep you safe.

. Bundle Similar
Items: Instead
of listing each
individual sock,
group items. For
example, "10
pairs of women's
socks, good
condition, $0.50
each, total
$5.00." This
makes your list
manageable
while remaining
accurate.

. Check for
Updates: The
Salvation Army
Donation Value
Guide can
change over time
due to market
shifts. Always
use the most
current version
available,

typically found
on the official
Salvation Army
website or
through trusted
tax preparation
resources.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
USING A
DONATION VALUE
GUIDE

Many donors
unknowingly make
errors that can
jeopardize their
deductions. The most
common mistake is
overvaluation driven
by emotional
attachment. Just
because you paid $200
for a coat five years
ago does not mean it is
worth $200 today.
Another frequent error
is failing to separate
items by condition.
Mixing "like new" and



LAONGUAGEtion items
in a single line item
inflates  the  lower
values and deflates the
higher ones.
Additionally, some
donors neglect to keep
a receipt or a list
altogether. Without
documentation, you
have no backup if the
IRS questions your
return. Finally, ignoring
the "de minimis" rule
can be a trap. The IRS
requires deductions to
exceed your standard
deduction to be
beneficial. For many
taxpayers, this means
itemizing only when
total deductions,
including charitable
contributions, surpass
the standard deduction
amount for your filing
status.
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INTEGRATION

When researching your
donation value, you
might naturally
encounter terms like
“thrift store pricing,"
"resale value of
clothing," "charitable
contribution

deduction," "non-cash
donation reporting,”
"household goods
valuation," and "IRS
donation guidelines."
These concepts all tie
back to the core idea
of the Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide.
Understanding these
related terms will help
you build a
comprehensive and
compliant tax picture.
For instance, knowing
the "resale value of
clothing" at a typical

SEMANTIC thrift store directly
KEYWORDS AND informs how you apply
NATURAL the guide to your own

items.  Similarly,
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understanding "non-
cash donation
reporting"

requirements on Form
8283 helps you know
when an appraisal is
needed.

CONCLUSION:
DONATE SMART,
DEDUCT RIGHT

Donating to the
Salvation Army is a
generous act that
benefits your
community and the
environment through
reuse and recycling. By
taking the time to
understand and apply
the principles outlined
in a Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide,
you ensure that your
generosity is
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recognized fairly on
your tax return.
Remember to assess
condition honestly,
document thoroughly,
and keep your values
reasonable. Whether
you are donating a
single bag of clothes or
an entire household of
furniture, a thoughtful
approach to valuation
will maximize your
deduction while
keeping you fully
compliant with IRS
rules. So, clean out
those closets, support
a worthy cause, and let
your Salvation Army
Donation Value Guide
be the trusted
companion that helps
you turn clutter into a
meaningful tax benefit.



