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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING MAGIC OF NARNIA

Few stories in the English language have captured the collective
imagination quite like The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.
Written by C.S. Lewis and published in 1950, this beloved novel is
the  most  famous  installment  of  The  Chronicles  of  Narnia
series. For over seven decades, readers of all ages have stepped
through the enchanted wardrobe and into the snowy, mystical
land of Narnia, a world where animals talk, magic is real, and a
great lion named Aslan embodies both power and grace. The
Lion  The  Witch  And  The  Wardrobe  Series  has  not  only
become a cornerstone of children’s fantasy literature but has also
influenced  countless  other  works  and  continues  to  find  new
audiences through film, stage, and audio adaptations. Its appeal
lies in its perfect blend of adventure, symbolism, and emotional
depth, making it a story that rewards both a light reading and a
profound study.
In this comprehensive exploration, we will  journey beyond the
lamppost. We will examine the origins of the story, dissect its
main characters and themes, look at the entire Narnia series, and
discuss its lasting impact on both literature and popular culture.

Whether you are a lifelong fan or a newcomer curious about what
makes this story so special, this article will provide a deep and
engaging look into one of the most cherished tales ever told.

THE GENESIS OF A CLASSIC: HOW C.S. LEWIS
CREATED NARNIA

Understanding the Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Series
truly begins with understanding its creator. Clive Staples Lewis,
better known as C.S. Lewis, was a prolific scholar, theologian, and
writer. An Oxford don and close friend of J.R.R. Tolkien, Lewis was
part of the famous Inklings literary group. His journey to writing
Narnia is a fascinating story in itself.

A Picture in His Mind
Lewis once recounted that the image of a faun carrying parcels
and an umbrella in a snowy wood had been in his mind since he
was sixteen years old. This single, powerful image became the
seed for the entire Narnia world. He began writing the story for
children who were evacuated from London during the World War
II bombings, who had taken shelter in his home at The Kilns. He
wanted to give them a story that was both an escape and a
source of deep truth.
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The Inspiration for the
Wardrobe
The  famous  piece  of  furniture  itself  was  inspired  by  a  real
wardrobe that stood in Lewis's childhood home, Little Lea. As a
boy, he and his brother,  Warren, would tell  stories about the
lands inside the wardrobe. This personal history lends an air of
authenticity  and  childlike  wonder  to  the  narrative.  Lewis
masterfully wove his own experiences, his deep Christian faith,
and  his  love  of  classical  mythology  into  a  single,  seamless
tapestry.

A DETAILED LOOK AT "THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE
WARDROBE"

Before  we  explore  the  broader  Lion  The  Witch  And  The
Wardrobe Series, it is essential to deeply analyze the book that
started  it  all.  The  story  begins  in  the  bleakness  of  wartime
England.  Four  siblings—Peter,  Susan,  Edmund,  and  Lucy
Pevensie—are sent to live in the sprawling, mysterious country
house of an old Professor. It  is here that the youngest,  Lucy,
discovers the wardrobe that leads to Narnia.

The Four Pevensie Children:

Heart of the Story
Lucy Pevensie: The youngest and most trusting. She is
the first to discover Narnia and is the moral compass of the
group. Her unwavering faith in Aslan, even when others
doubt her, is a central theme of the book.
Edmund Pevensie: The most complex character in the
early part of the series. Initially bitter and resentful, he
betrays his siblings for the promise of power and Turkish
Delight from the White Witch. His redemption arc is one of
the most powerful elements of the story.
Susan Pevensie: The sensible and protective older sister.
She is often cautious and practical, serving as a foil to
Lucy's innocent faith. However, she is also a skilled archer
and a key fighter in the battle.
Peter Pevensie: The eldest, who is thrust into the role of
leader and protector. He grows from a hesitant boy into the
High King of Narnia, wielding the sword Rhindon and
embodying chivalric virtue.

The Villain and the Savior:
The Witch and the Lion
No analysis of the Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Series
is  complete without examining its two most powerful  entities.
Jadis, the White Witch, is not merely a villain; she is a force of
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nature. She has cast Narnia into a perpetual winter where it is
"always  winter  and  never  Christmas."  She  represents  cold,
tyrannical power, deception, and the denial of joy. Her claim to
Narnia is based on ancient law, which makes her a formidable
legal and magical adversary.
In contrast, Aslan is the rightful King of Narnia, the son of the
Emperor-Over-the-Sea.  He  is  not  a  tame  lion,  as  Mr.  Beaver
famously warns. He is powerful, majestic, and terrifying in his
goodness.  Aslan’s  role  is  redemptive.  He  willingly  sacrifices
himself on the Stone Table in place of the traitor Edmund, an act
that breaks the Deep Magic and awakens a deeper, older magic.
His  resurrection is  the turning point  of  the story,  symbolizing
hope and renewal.

The Deep Magic and the
Deeper Magic
The plot of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is driven by two
sets  of  rules.  The  Deep Magic,  written  on  the  Stone Table,
demands that  every traitor’s  life  belongs to the White Witch.
Aslan  satisfies  this  law  by  offering  himself  in  Edmund’s  place.
However, there is a Deeper Magic from before the dawn of time,
which the Witch does not know. It  states that when a willing
victim who has committed no treachery is killed on the Stone
Table, the table will crack and death itself will be reversed. This
concept is a beautiful allegory, but it also works brilliantly as a
plot twist.

EXPANDING THE WORLD: THE FULL CHRONICLES OF
NARNIA SERIES

While The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is the most famous
book, it is just one part of a larger seven-book arc. The Lion The
Witch And The Wardrobe Series is commonly understood as
the entire Chronicles of Narnia.  Understanding the order of
these books is a topic of frequent debate among fans.

Publication Order vs.
Chronological Order
There  are  two  main  ways  to  read  the  series.  The  original
publication  order  (starting  with  The  Lion,  the  Witch  and  the
Wardrobe) is how most readers discovered the world for decades.
In  1994,  the  publisher  began  reprinting  the  books  in  a
chronological  order  based  on  the  story's  timeline.  This  order
places The Magician's Nephew first, which tells the creation story
of Narnia.

Overview of the Seven
Books

The Magician's Nephew (1955): A prequel that shows1.
how the White Witch came to Narnia and how the lamppost
was created. It is a story of creation and original sin.
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The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (1950): The2.
story of the Pevensies' first adventure and Aslan's sacrifice.
The Horse and His Boy (1954): A story set during the3.
reign of the Pevensie siblings, focusing on a boy named
Shasta and a talking horse in the southern land of
Calormen.
Prince Caspian (1951): The Pevensies return to Narnia to4.
help the rightful heir, Prince Caspian, reclaim his throne
from his usurping uncle.
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (1952): Edmund,5.
Lucy, and their cousin Eustace sail with Caspian to the edge
of the world, encountering dragons, sea serpents, and
magical islands.
The Silver Chair (1953): Eustace and his schoolmate Jill6.
are tasked with finding the lost Prince Rilian, Caspian's son.
The Last Battle (1956): The final book, which deals with7.
the end of Narnia and the final judgment of its characters.
It is a powerful and sometimes somber conclusion.

Each book in the Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Series
maintains  a  consistent  thematic  core  while  exploring  different
genres.  The Horse and His  Boy  is  an adventure story  in  the
Arabian Nights tradition, while The Voyage of the Dawn Treader is
a nautical quest. Yet, all are bound by the presence of Aslan and
the struggle between good and evil.

MAJOR THEMES AND SYMBOLISM

The richness of the Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Series
lies in its layers of meaning. While it is a delightful children's

story on the surface,  it  contains profound spiritual  and moral
themes.

Christian Allegory
C.S. Lewis did not initially set out to write a direct allegory. He
said he wanted to show what the story of Christ might look like in
a different world. Nevertheless, the parallels are striking. Aslan is
a  Christ-like  figure:  he  is  betrayed,  mocked,  killed,  and
resurrected. The Stone Table is like the cross, and the Deeper
Magic is like Grace. Edmund is the repentant sinner,  and the
White Witch is the embodiment of sin and death. These elements
give the story a profound sense of hope and sacrifice.

Redemption and
Forgiveness
Edmund’s arc is  a masterclass in storytelling.  He is  a deeply
flawed  character  who  makes  a  terrible  mistake.  Yet,  he  is  not
condemned.  After  Aslan’s  sacrifice,  Edmund  is  forgiven  and
becomes a just and courageous king. This theme teaches readers
that it is never too late to change and that love and grace are
more powerful than punishment.



Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Cast 5

5

The Battle Between Good
and Evil
The series does not shy away from the reality of evil. The White
Witch is  genuinely terrifying,  and battles are fought with real
stakes.  However,  the message is  always one of  hope.  Evil  is
powerful, but it is not ultimate. Aslan’s goodness is not a soft,
passive  quality;  it  is  a  fierce,  active  force  that  confronts  and
overcomes  darkness.

Growing Up and Letting Go
A melancholic  theme woven throughout  the Lion The Witch
And The  Wardrobe  Series  is  the  nature  of  childhood  and
adulthood. The Pevensie children are told that they must leave
Narnia and grow up. At the end of The Last Battle, they are told
they have died in our world and will now live forever in the "real
Narnia." This is a beautiful metaphor for the Christian concept of
heaven, but it also speaks to the sadness of leaving childhood
innocence behind.

ADAPTATIONS AND CULTURAL IMPACT

The legacy of the Lion The Witch And The Wardrobe Series
extends  far  beyond  the  printed  page.  It  has  been  adapted
multiple times, each interpretation bringing the story to a new
generation.

Television and Film
Adaptations

1988 BBC Adaptation: A beloved television miniseries
that is faithful to the books, though limited by its budget. It
is remembered fondly for its puppet work and atmospheric
score.
2005 Walden Media / Disney Film: This big-budget
adaptation was a massive success. It brought Narnia to life
with cutting-edge CGI, a stirring score by Harry Gregson-
Williams, and powerful performances, particularly by Liam
Neeson as the voice of Aslan and Tilda Swinton as the
White Witch. It introduced the series to a global,
mainstream audience.
Prince Caspian (2008) and The Voyage of the Dawn
Treader (2010): These sequels continued the film series,
though they received mixed reviews and diminishing box
office returns. Plans for further adaptations have been in
development limbo for years.

Influence on Fantasy
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Literature
It  is  difficult  to  overstate  the  influence  of  the  Lion  The  Witch
And The Wardrobe Series. It paved the way for portal fantasies

where ordinary children enter extraordinary worlds. Authors like
J.K. Rowling, Philip Pullman (who disagrees with Lewis's theology
but respects his craft), and Neil Gaiman have all acknowledged
Lewis's influence. The image of a magical world hidden behind a
piece of


