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NAVIGATING THE NORTHROP
GRUMMAN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
2022: A COMPLETE GUIDE FOR
EMPLOYEES AND TEAMS

For  employees  of  one  of  the  world’s
largest  defense  contractors,  planning
time  off  and  coordinating  with  family
commitments  often  begins  with  one
essential  document:  the  Northrop

Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022.
Whether  you are a  seasoned engineer
supporting  a  major  weapons  system
program, a recent hire in cyber security,
or a manufacturing specialist working on
the  B-21  Raider,  understanding  the
official  holiday  calendar  is  critical  for
balancing  work  responsibilities  with
personal  life.  Northrop  Grumman,
headquartered in Falls Church, Virginia,
employs  more  than  95,000  people
a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d
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internationally, and its holiday schedule
reflects  both  federal  observance
patterns  and  the  company’s  unique
operational  needs.
This  article  provides  an  exhaustive
breakdown  of  the  Northrop  Grumman
Holiday  Schedule  2022,  including
standard  paid  holidays,  floating  holiday
policies,  site-specific  variations,  and
strategies  for  maximizing  your  time  off.
We also explore how the schedule aligns
with  federal  holidays,  the  impact  on
project deadlines, and what employees
should know about shutdown periods. By
the end, you will have a clear roadmap
for navigating the 2022 calendar year at
Northrop Grumman.

Why the Holiday
Schedule Matters
at Northrop
Grumman
Northrop Grumman operates across four
primary  business  sectors:  Aeronautics
Systems,  Defense  Systems,  Mission
Systems,  and  Space  Systems.  Each
sector  supports  critical  contracts  with
the Department of Defense, NASA, and
allied  nations.  The holiday  schedule  is
not  merely  a  list  of  days  off;  it  is  a
carefully orchestrated plan that ensures
continuity of operations while respecting
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the  well-being  of  the  workforce.  For
example, certain programs, such as the
Ground  Based  Strategic  Deterrent
(GBSD)  or  the  Integrated  Batt le
Command System (IBCS), require year-
round staffing, and the holiday schedule
accommodates these demands through
shift  differentials  and  voluntary  work
options.
Understanding the schedule  also  helps
employees manage their leave balances.
Many  Northrop  Grumman  workers  use
the  holiday  calendar  to  plan  vacation
time around long weekends, maximizing
rest  without  exhausting  paid  time  off.
Additionally,  the  holiday  schedule
influences  childcare  arrangements,
travel bookings, and family gatherings.
In short, the Northrop Grumman Holiday
Schedule  2022  is  a  cornerstone  of

workforce  planning  for  thousands  of
professionals  and  their  families.

Standard Paid
Holidays in the
2022 Calendar
For  the  2022  calendar  year,  Northrop
Grumman  observed  a  standard  set  of
nine paid holidays,  consistent with the
company’s longstanding commitment to
providing  competitive  time-off  benefits.
These holidays largely mirror the federal
holiday  calendar,  with  a  few  notable
additions  that  reflect  the  company’s
culture and operational realities. Eligible
employees  receive  full  pay  for  these
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days,  provided  they  meet  the  typical
requirements, such as being in an active
pay status  on the  working day before
and after the holiday.
The nine standard paid holidays for the
Northrop  Grumman  Holiday  Schedule
2022  were  as  follows:

New Year’s Day – observed on
Friday, December 31, 2021 (for
the 2022 holiday year, many
companies observed the holiday
on the preceding Friday, but
Northrop Grumman typically
follows the federal observance,
which meant Monday, January 3,
2022, for the actual New Year’s
Day holiday). Employees should
verify with their specific sector
calendar.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day –
Monday, January 17, 2022.
Presidents’ Day – Monday,
February 21, 2022.
Memorial Day – Monday, May 30,
2022.
Independence Day – Monday,
July 4, 2022.
Labor Day – Monday, September
5, 2022.
Thanksgiving Day – Thursday,
November 24, 2022.
Day After Thanksgiving –
Friday, November 25, 2022. This is
a distinctive feature of the
Northrop Grumman schedule; the
company traditionally grants the
Friday after Thanksgiving as a paid
holiday, extending the
Thanksgiving break for employees.
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Christmas Day – Monday,
December 26, 2022 (observed on
the Monday following the actual
Christmas Day, which fell on a
Sunday in 2022).

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Northrop
Grumman Holiday Schedule 2022 did not
include a paid holiday for Veterans Day
(November  11).  Instead,  like  many
defense  contractors,  the  company
recognized  the  day  with  internal
observances  and  often  a l lowed
employees  to  use  a  floating  holiday  if
they  wished  to  take  time  off.  This  is  an
important distinction for employees who
may expect Veterans Day as a standard
holiday  based  on  prior  experience  at
other companies.

Floating Holidays
and Personal
Observance
Days
In  addition  to  the  nine  standard  paid
holidays, the Northrop Grumman Holiday
Schedule  2022  included  provisions  for
floating  holidays.  A  floating  holiday  is  a
paid  day  off  that  employees  can  use  at
their  discretion,  subject  to  manager
approval and business needs. For 2022,
eligible employees typically received one
or  two  floating  holidays,  depending  on
their  employment  classification  and
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length of service. These floating holidays
are  an  excellent  tool  for  observing
cultural or religious holidays that are not
part of the standard calendar, such as
Yom Kippur,  Diwali,  Eid  al-Fitr,  or  the
Lunar New Year.
Floating holidays also serve a practical
purpose.  They  allow  employees  to
extend  a  vacation  without  using
additional  paid  time  off  or  to  address
personal matters during the workweek.
For example, an employee in the Space
Systems  sector  could  use  a  floating
holiday on the day after Christmas if the
standard  schedule  did  not  cover  that
date  fully.  However,  floating  holidays  in
2022 generally  had a use-by deadline,
often requiring consumption by the end
of  the calendar  year  or  within  a  specific
fiscal  quarter.  Employees  were

encouraged  to  consult  their  sector’s
human resources portal for exact rules
regarding carryover and payout.
The  addition  of  floating  holidays  to  the
Northrop  Grumman  Holiday  Schedule
2022  underscored  the  company’s
recognition  that  a  diverse  workforce
requires  flexibility.  By  giving  employees
control  over at least one or two days,
Northrop  Grumman  fostered  inclusion
and  respect  for  various  cultural  and
personal traditions.

Site-Specific
Variations Across
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the United States
One of the most important aspects of the
Northrop  Grumman  Holiday  Schedule
2022 is that it was not monolithic. While
the  nine  standard  holidays  applied
broadly,  significant  variations  existed
based  on  location,  union  agreements,
and  specific  contract  requirements.  For
instance,  employees  at  the  Palmdale,
California, facility, which is central to the
B-21  Raider  program,  sometimes
observed  a  slightly  different  schedule
than employees at the Redondo Beach,
California, campus, which houses Space
Systems.
Unionized workforces, particularly those
represented  by  the  International
Association of Machinists and Aerospace

Workers  (IAM)  or  the  United  Auto
Workers (UAW), had negotiated holiday
schedules that could include additional
days  or  different  observance  dates.  For
example,  some  union  contracts  at
facilities in the Midwest included a paid
holiday for  the employee’s  birthday or
an  extra  floating  holiday.  The  Northrop
Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022  for
union  employees  was  typically  codified
in the collective bargaining agreement,
and it was essential for those workers to
refer  to  their  specific  contract  language
rather  than  the  general  company
calendar.
Additionally,  sites  located  near  major
government  installations  sometimes
aligned  their  schedules  with  federal
shutdown  periods.  The  year-end
shutdown between Christmas and New
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Year’s Day was a common feature across
many Northrop Grumman locations, but
the exact days varied. Some sites shut
down  entirely  for  the  week,  requiring
employees to use a combination of paid
holidays,  floating  holidays,  and  vacation
days  to  cover  the  period.  Others
remained  open  with  reduced  staffing.
Understanding  the  site-specific  nuances
of  the  Northrop  Grumman  Holiday
Schedule 2022 was therefore crucial for
effective planning.

Year-End
Shutdown and

the Holiday
Period
The period between Christmas and New
Year’s Day deserves special attention in
any discussion of the Northrop Grumman
Holiday Schedule 2022. Many Northrop
Grumman facilities observed a year-end
shutdown, typically beginning on the last
working  day  before  Christmas  and
extending through New Year’s Day. For
2022, Christmas Day fell on a Sunday, so
the  observed  holiday  was  Monday,
December 26. New Year’s Day 2023 fell
on a Sunday, with the observed holiday
o n  M o n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 ,  2 0 2 3 .
Consequently,  the shutdown period for
many  employees  spanned  f rom
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Thursday, December 22, 2022, through
Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
During  this  shutdown,  the  Northrop
Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022
covered  Christmas  Day  (observed
Monday, December 26) and New Year’s
Day (observed Monday, January 2). This
left several days in between where the
facility was closed but no paid holiday
was  in  effect.  Employees  typically  used
floating  holidays  or  vacation  days  to
cover these gaps. Some sectors allowed
employees to volunteer for work during
the  shutdown,  offering  overtime  pay  or
compensatory  time  off.  The  year-end
shutdown  was  a  welcome  break  for
many, but it required careful planning to
avoid an unexpected reduction in pay or
leave balances.
For  programs  that  could  not  afford  a

complete  shutdown,  such  as  those
supporting  ongoing  military  operations
o r  sa te l l i t e  commun i ca t i ons ,
management  arranged  skeleton  crews.
Employees working during the shutdown
period  often  received premium pay or
additional  holiday  compensation.  The
flexibility  of  the  Northrop  Grumman
Holiday  Schedule  2022  ensured  that
critical  missions  remained  supported
while  the  majority  of  the  workforce
enjoyed an extended holiday break.

How the
Schedule Aligns
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with Federal and
Government

Holidays
As a major defense contractor, Northrop
Grumman’s  holiday schedule is  closely
al igned  with  the  federal  hol iday
calendar,  but  there  are  important
differences.  The  United  States  federal
government observes 11 paid holidays,
including  Veterans  Day  and  Columbus
Day.  Northrop  Grumman’s  2022
schedule  omitted  these  two,  as
mentioned  earlier,  but  compensated
with  the  Day  After  Thanksgiving  and
floating holidays. This alignment ensures
that  Northrop  Grumman  employees

generally  have  the  same  days  off  as
their  government  counterparts,
facilitating  collaboration  on  joint
projects.
For instance, if  a government program
office  is  closed  for  Presidents’  Day,  it
makes  operational  sense  for  the
Northrop Grumman team supporting that
office  to  also  be  off.  The  Northrop
Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022  was
designed  with  this  interoperability  in
mind.  However,  employees working on
international  projects  or  with  allied
nations  sometimes  faced  additional
complexity, as their counterparts in the
United  Kingdom,  Australia,  or  Canada
observed  different  holidays.  In  those
cases, project managers worked around
the  schedule  differences  to  maintain
workflow  continuity.
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The  close  alignment  with  federal
holidays  also  simplified  payroll  and
benefits  administration.  Holiday  pay
calculations,  overtime  eligibility,  and
leave  accrual  all  tied  directly  to  the
holiday  calendar.  For  employees  in
sectors with high government interface,
such  as  De fense  Sys tems ,  the
predictable  nature  of  the  Northrop
Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022
reduced  confusion  and  allowed  for
seamless  coordination.

Planning Your
Time Off Around

the Holiday
Schedule
Astute  employees  used  the  Northrop
Grumman  Holiday  Schedule  2022  to
maximize  their  time  away  from  work
without  exhausting  their  paid  time  off
balances.  By  strategically  combining
paid holidays with vacation days, it was
possible to create extended breaks with
minimal  leave  usage.  Here  are  some
practical strategies that proved effective
in 2022:

Memorial Day Weekend: With
Memorial Day on Monday, May 30,
taking off the preceding Friday
(May 27) or the following Tuesday
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(May 31) created a four-day
weekend with just one day of
vacation.
Independence Day: July 4 fell on
a Monday in 2022, naturally
providing a three-day weekend

without any additional leave.
Thanksgiving Week: With
Thursday and Friday as paid
holidays, taking off Monday
through Wednesday (November


