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FROM MEMORIZATION TO
MELODY: THE POWER OF STATES
AND CAPITALS RAP LYRICS

Remember  cramming  for  a  geography
test,  repeating  "Sacramento  is  the
capital of California, Austin is the capital
of Texas" until your brain turned into a
fog of state names? For generations of
students, memorizing the list of 50 state
capitals  felt  like  a  tedious  chore.  But
then,  a  rhythmic  revolution  happened.

Someone put those dry facts to a beat,
and  suddenly,  "Montgomery,  Alabama;
Juneau,  Alaska;  Phoenix,  Arizona"
became an earworm you could actually
enjoy. This is the magic of states and
capitals rap lyrics —a fusion of music
and geography that has transformed the
way millions learn. In this article,  we'll
explore why these raps are so effective,
how they evolved, and where you can
find the best versions to help you or your
students  master  U.S.  geography.
Whether you're a teacher looking for a
catchy  classroom  tool  or  a  lifelong
learner who still  gets stuck on "What's
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the capital of Vermont?" (it's Montpelier),
this deep dive will show you how a beat
can make education stick.

THE RISE OF EDUCATIONAL RAP

The idea of using music to teach facts
isn't new. Schoolhouse Rock! debuted in
1973, teaching kids about conjunctions,
multiplication,  and  American  history
through  catchy  songs.  That  tradition
continued with the Animaniacs "Wakko's
50  States  and  Capitals"  song,  which
became a beloved classic in the 1990s.
But the internet age supercharged the
trend.  YouTube  allowed educators  and
musicians to create and share their own
states and capitals rap lyrics with the
world.  Today,  a  simple  search  returns
dozens of versions, from upbeat hip-hop
tracks to country-infused ditties.  These

raps leverage the brain's natural  affinity
for  rhythm  and  rhyme,  making  the
information  far  more  memorable  than
reciting a list.

Why Rap Works
for Memorization
Before  diving  into  specific  lyrics,  it's
worth  understanding  the  cognitive
science.  Rap  music  relies  on  three
powerful  mnemonic  tools:  rhythm,
rhyme, and repetition. When you hear
"Texas, Austin / Florida, Tallahassee" set
to a steady beat, your brain encodes the
words as a pattern. The rhyme adds an
extra  hook—the  ending  sounds  align,
creating a mental link. Repetition (often
each state and capital appears multiple
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times in  a  song)  reinforces the neural
pathways. This is why even years after
hearing "Wakko's" rap, many adults can
still  rattle  off  all  50  capitals.  The  beat
acts  as  a  scaffold,  holding  the  facts  in
place.

POPULAR VERSIONS OF STATES
AND CAPITALS RAP LYRICS

If you're looking to learn or teach, you
have plenty of options. Below are three
standout versions that have gone viral or
become  classroom  staples.  Each  uses
states  and capitals  rap  lyrics  in  a
slightly different style.

1. "Tour the
States" by
Renald
Francoeur
(YouTube)
This is perhaps the most-viewed states
and  capitals  rap  online,  with  over  30
million views. The video features a 3D
animated  tour  of  the  USA,  with  each
state lighting up as the rapper names
the capital. The lyrics are straightforward
and fast-paced:
"Montgomery, Alabama / Juneau, Alaska
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/ Phoenix, Arizona / Little Rock, Arkansas
/  Sacramento,  California  /  Denver,
Colorado / Hartford, Connecticut / Dover,
Delaware..."
What  makes  this  version  effective  is  its
visual  component:  seeing  the  state
shape  and  location  while  hearing  the
capital name reinforces spatial memory.
Many teachers use this as a quick daily
warm-up.

2. "Animaniacs:
Wakko's 50
States and

Capitals"
A nostalgic favorite, this cartoon classic
from  1993  remains  iconic.  Wakko
Warner  rattles  off  all  50  state-capital
pairs in under a minute and a half, set to
a bouncy,  vaudevillian tune.  The lyrics
are  dense  and  rapid-fire,  but  the  sing-
song melody makes them easy to follow.
A sample verse:
"Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana;  Indianapolis,
Indiana;  Columbus,  Ohio;  Montgomery,
Alabama;  Helena,  Montana;  Concord,
New  Hampshire;  Trenton,  New  Jersey;
Albany, New York..."
Many  adults  credit  this  song  as  the
reason they can still name the capitals
today.  The  states  and  capitals  rap
lyrics from Animaniacs have even been
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covered by modern musicians,  proving
their enduring appeal.

3. "50 States and
Capitals Rap" by
The Trivia
Machine
(YouTube)
A more recent entry, this version uses a
modern hip-hop beat with a clear, slow-
enunciation  style  perfect  for  younger
learners. The rapper calls out the state,
pauses, then states the capital, allowing
listeners to respond. Lyrics include:

"Alabama: Montgomery / Alaska: Juneau
/  Arizona:  Phoenix  /  Arkansas:  Little
Rock..."
This  call-and-response  structure  is
excellent  for  active  learning.  Teachers
can  play  the  song  and  have  students
shout  the  capital  after  the  state  is
named,  turning  a  passive  listening
exercise  into  an  interactive  quiz.

HOW TO USE STATES AND
CAPITALS RAP LYRICS FOR
MAXIMUM LEARNING

Simply playing a song isn't enough—you
need  a  strategy.  Here  are  proven
methods  to  integrate  states  and
capitals rap lyrics into study routines.
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For Students
Listen and repeat: Play the rap
three times daily for a week. On
the first listen, just absorb. On the
second, try to mouth the words.
On the third, sing along. By day
seven, you'll have most capitals
memorized.
Create a visual map: As you
listen, point to each state on an
unlabeled map. This connects the
auditory beat to spatial memory.
Write your own verse: After
learning a few lines, challenge
yourself to write a short rap for a
region (e.g., all five Great Lakes
states).

For Teachers and
Parents

Morning routine: Start
geography class with a two-minute
rap. Students will begin the day
with a fun, low-stakes review.
Fill-in-the-blank lyrics: Print out
the lyrics with some capitals
blanked out. Students fill them in
while listening.
Create a class rap: Have each
student write one line for a single
state, then compile them into a
collaborative song. This deepens
engagement with the material.
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ANALYZING A SAMPLE VERSE:
ANNOTATED LYRICS

Let's break down an eight-line segment
from "Tour the States" to see how the
states and capitals  rap lyrics  build
memory connections.

"Montgomery, Alabama" –1.
"Montgomery" starts with M, as
does "Alabama"; the poetic device
of alliteration helps link them.
"Juneau, Alaska" – Unique names2.
stick out; "Juneau" and "Alaska"
both have a soft "J" sound.
"Phoenix, Arizona" – "Phoenix" is3.
a mythological bird, making it
memorable; "Arizona" shares the
"Z" sound.
"Little Rock, Arkansas" – "Little4.
Rock" is a compound name that

contrasts with "Arkansas," an
unusual spelling, creating a dual
memory cue.
"Sacramento, California" – The5.
long "O" sound at the end of both
words ties them together.
"Denver, Colorado" – "Denver"6.
and "Colorado" both end with the
"-er" and "-o" vowel sounds,
respectively, creating rhythmic
closure.
"Hartford, Connecticut" – The7.
hard "H" and "C" sounds link the
pair.
"Dover, Delaware" – Repetition8.
of the "D" sound makes this pair
almost chant-like, easy to recall.

The  rhyme  scheme  isn't  strict  end-
rhyme—instead, the rapper uses internal
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near-rhymes and alliteration, supported
by the beat. This looser structure allows
for  more  factual  accuracy  without
sacrificing  musicality.

BENEFITS BEYOND
MEMORIZATION

While the primary goal  of  states and
capitals rap lyrics is to help you recall
names,  the  benefits  extend  further.
Learning  capitals  through  rap  often
sparks  curiosity  about  the  states
themselves.  A  student  who  learns
"Pierre,  South  Dakota"  might  wonder
why  such  a  small  city  is  the  capital.
Similarly, hearing "Honolulu, Hawaii" can
lead  to  discussions  about  geography,
culture,  and  history.  Rap  lyrics  also
embed the correct pronunciation of state
n a m e s  l i k e  " A r k a n s a s "  a n d

"Massachusetts," which can be tricky for
young readers. Moreover, the rhythmic
engagement  improves  listening  skills
and phonological  awareness—a win for
literacy as well as geography.

CREATING YOUR OWN STATES
AND CAPITALS RAP

You  don't  need  to  be  a  professional
rapper  to  craft  effective  states  and
capitals  rap  lyrics.  The  formula  is
simple: pick a beat (search for "free rap
beat"  online),  then write  couplets  that
pair each state with its capital. Here's a
template:
Verse  structure:  (State,  capital)  x  4
per  line,  then a short  hook or  chorus.
Example:
Alabama, Montgomery, that's the beat /
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Alaska, Juneau, keep the flow sweet /
Arizona, Phoenix, burning heat /
Arkansas, Little Rock, memory treat /
(Chorus) 50 states, 50 capitals, learn 'em
all / Stand up tall when you hear the call
/
For  a  full  song,  you'll  need  four  or  five
verses covering 50 pairs plus a chorus.
Don't worry about perfect rhyme—near
rhymes (like "man" and "can") work fine
in rap. The key is consistency in rhythm.
Practice by clapping to the beat  while
saying the pairs aloud.

WHERE TO FIND STATES AND
CAPITALS RAP RESOURCES

Ready  to  start?  Here  are  top  online
resources for states and capitals rap
lyrics, videos, and printable materials.

YouTube: Search "states and
capitals rap" to find dozens. The
most popular include "Tour the
States," "Animaniacs," and "50
States and Capitals Song" by The
Singing Walrus (a kid-friendly
version with simple lyrics).
Lyrics websites: Sites like Genius
Lyrics and AZLyrics often have
user-uploaded transcriptions of
popular geography raps.
Teachers Pay Teachers:
Educators sell printable lyric
sheets, fill-in-the-blank
worksheets, and lesson plans
based on these rap songs.
Spotify/Apple Music: Search
"states and capitals song" or
"geography rap" to find audio-only
versions perfect for car rides or
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background listening.
DIY Rap Creator: Use online
rhyming dictionaries and beat
generators to write your own.
Websites like RhymeZone help find
words that pair with "Phoenix" or
"Montana."

CONCLUSION

Learning  the  50  state  capitals  doesn't
have to be a grind. Through the power of
states and capitals rap lyrics,  what
was  once  a  dry  memorization  task
becomes a rhythmic journey across the
country. Whether you choose the classic
Animaniacs tune, the modern "Tour the
States" video, or write your own verses,
the beat helps the facts stick. So put on
your headphones,


