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THE JOY OF BIRD
DRAWING: A
CREATIVE
ADVENTURE FOR
KIDS

There  is  something
truly  magical  about
watching  a  child  pick
up a pencil  and begin
to  draw.  When  that
child decides to create
a  drawing  of  birds
for kids, they are not
just  making  art;  they
are  connecting  with
nature,  developing fine
moto r  sk i l l s ,  and
building  confidence  in
their  own  creative
abil it ies.  Birds  are
wonderful  subjects  for

young  artists  because
t h e y  c o m e  i n  a l l
shapes,  s izes,  and
colors,  offering endless
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d
learning. Whether your
child  is  sketching  a
s imp le  rob in  on  a
branch or  designing a
fantastical  rainbow-
feathered creature, the
process  of  drawing
birds can be both fun
and educational. In this
article, we will explore
everything you need to
know  about  guiding
children  through  the
wonderful world of bird
drawing,  from  basic
techniques  to  creative
prompts  and  practical
tips.
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WHY BIRD
DRAWING IS
PERFECT FOR
YOUNG ARTISTS

Drawing  birds  offers
unique  benefits  for
children  that  go  far
beyond simply creating
a  picture  on  paper.
When children engage
in  bird  drawing,  they
natural ly  pract ice
observation  skil ls,
patience, and hand-eye
coordination.  Birds
have  distinct  shapes,
from the roundness of
a sparrow to the long
neck  of  a  flamingo,
which helps kids learn
to break down complex
forms  in to  s imple
parts.  Additionally,
b i r d s  a r e  n o n -
threatening  subjects
tha t  ch i ld ren  see
regularly  in  parks,
b a c k y a r d s ,  a n d
storybooks,  making
them  relatable  and
inspiring.  A  simple

drawing of birds for
k i d s  c a n  s p a r k
conversations  about
nature,  habitats,  and
even  science,  turning
an  art  activity  into  a
m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y
learning experience.

Building
Confidenc
e
Through
Simple
Shapes
O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
aspects  of  teaching
children to draw birds
is that almost any bird
can  be  constructed
from  basic  shapes.
C i r c l e s ,  o v a l s ,
triangles,  and  lines
form the foundation of
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every feathered friend.
When  a  child  realizes
they  can  c reate  a
recognizable bird using
jus t  a  f ew  s imp le
forms,  their  confidence
s o a r s .  T h i s
foundational  approach
ensures that even very
y o u n g  c h i l d r e n ,
perhaps  those  just
starting  kindergarten,
c a n  e x p e r i e n c e
success  with  their
artwork. Over time, as
they  practice  more
drawing of birds for
kids  activities,  they
wi l l  natura l ly  add
details  like  feathers,
beaks ,  and  eyes ,
gradually  developing
more  sophisticated
skills.

ESSENTIAL
MATERIALS FOR
BIRD DRAWING

Before  diving  into  the
a c t u a l  d r a w i n g
process, it is helpful to
g a t h e r  t h e  r i g h t

materials.  The  good
news is that you do not
need  expensive  art
suppl ies  to  create
beautiful bird drawings.
H e r e  i s  a  l i s t  o f
recommended  items
that  wi l l  make  the
experience  enjoyable
and  accessible  for
children of all ages:

Pencils: A
simple number 2
pencil works
perfectly for
sketching. Softer
pencils like 2B or
4B are great for
shading and
creating darker
lines.
Erasers: A soft,
white eraser is
ideal for
correcting
mistakes without
damaging the
paper. Kneaded
erasers are also
fun for lifting
graphite gently.
Paper: Standard
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copy paper is
fine for practice,
but a sketchbook
gives children a
special place to
keep their bird
drawings.
Coloring Tools:
Crayons, colored
pencils, markers,
or watercolor
paints all work
wonderfully for
adding color to
bird drawings.
Reference
Images: Bird
books, nature
magazines, or
simple printed
pictures give kids
something to
look at while
they draw.

Having these materials
ready makes it easy to
e n c o u r a g e
spontaneous creativity.
When  a  child  sees  a
b i r d  o u t s i d e  t h e
window,  they  can
quickly  grab  a  pencil

and paper to start their
own drawing of birds
for kids project.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO
DRAWING A
SIMPLE BIRD

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective ways to teach
b i r d  d r a w i n g  t o
children  is  through  a
step-by-step approach.
Breaking  the  process
down into manageable
s t e p s  r e d u c e s
frustration  and  helps
kids  understand  how
complex  pictures  are
built. Below is a simple
method that works well
for  beginners and can
be  adapted  for  more
a d v a n c e d  y o u n g
artists.

Step 1:
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Start with
Basic

Shapes
Begin  by  asking  the
child  to  draw a  small
circle for the head and
a  larger  oval  for  the
b o d y .  T h e s e  t w o
shapes  shou ld  be
slightly  overlapping  or
close together. Explain
that the head is usually
smaller than the body
in most birds. This step
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e
foundation  for  the
entire  drawing  of
birds  for  kids  and
helps children see that
even  compl icated
subjects start simply.

Step 2:

Add the
Beak and
Eye
Next,  draw  a  small
triangle on the head for
the beak. The beak can
point to the left, right,
or  even  downward
depend ing  on  the
bird's pose. Then add a
tiny circle for the eye.
Encourage  children  to
place the eye near the
center  of  the  head,
s l ight ly  above  the
beak.  These  smal l
details bring the bird to
l i f e  a n d  g i v e  i t
personality.

Step 3:
Draw the



6

6 Drawing Of Birds For Kids 2022-11-05

Wings
and Tail
From  the  body  oval,
draw  a  curved  shape
for the wing. This can
be a simple teardrop or
leaf shape attached to
the  side  of  the  body.
For the tail, add a few
lines  or  a  small  fan
shape  extending  from
the  bot tom  o f  the
body.  Remind children
that  wings  and  tails
can be as simple or as
detailed  as  they  like.
This is where creativity
really  shines  in  any
drawing of birds for
kids.

Step 4:
Add Legs

and Feet
Birds  need  legs  to
stand  on!  Draw  two
thin lines coming down
from the bottom of the
body.  At  the  end  of
each  line,  add  three
small  lines  for  toes.
Explain that most birds
h a v e  t h r e e  t o e s
pointing  forward  and
one pointing backward,
b u t  f o r  a  s i m p l e
drawing,  three  toes
total  is  perfectly  fine.
This step helps ground
the bird and makes it
look complete.

Step 5:
Color and
Decorate
Now  comes  the  most
exciting part for many
children:  adding color.
Encourage kids to look
at  real  birds  or  use
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their  imaginations.  A
blue  jay  might  have
b l u e  f e a t h e r s ,  a
c a r d i n a l  r e d ,  o r
perhaps  they  want  to
create  a  rainbow  bird
with purple wings and
orange spots.  Coloring
allows  for  personal
expression and makes
each  drawing  o f
birds for kids unique.
Adding  a  background
like a tree branch, blue
sky,  or  grassy  field
completes the artwork.

CREATIVE BIRD
DRAWING IDEAS
AND PROMPTS

Sometimes  children
need a little inspiration
to get started. Offering
creative  prompts  can
spark their imagination
and lead to wonderful
artistic  discoveries.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
engaging ideas for bird
drawing activities:

Bird in a Nest:

Draw a mother
bird sitting on a
nest with eggs or
baby birds. This
teaches about
family and care
in nature.
Flying Bird:
Capture the
motion of a bird
in flight with
wings spread
wide. This is
great for learning
about movement
in art.
Bird on a
Branch: A
classic subject
that allows for
adding leaves,
flowers, or even
a tiny worm.
Fantasy Bird:
Encourage
children to invent
their own bird
species with
unusual colors,
patterns, and
features like a
crown or long tail
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feathers.
Bird Family:
Draw two or
three birds
together,
perhaps a parent
and baby, to
explore
composition and
relationships.
Bird in
Different
Seasons: Show
how the same
bird might look in
spring with
flowers or in
winter with snow
on the ground.

These  prompts  keep
the drawing of birds
for  kids  experience
fresh  and  exciting,
preventing  boredom
and  encou rag ing
repeated  practice.  For
example, after a trip to
the  park  where  your
child  noticed  several
birds,  you  could  ask
them  to  draw  one  of
the  birds  they  saw,

a d d i n g  a  b i t  o f
storytel l ing  to  the
activity.

TIPS FOR PARENTS
AND TEACHERS

Gu id ing  ch i l d ren
through  art  activities
requires  patience  and
encouragement.  Here
are some practical tips
to make bird drawing a
positive and rewarding
experience for kids:

Encourag
e
Observati
on
Before drawing, spend
a few minutes looking
at birds together. Visit
a  local  park,  watch
birds  at  a  feeder,  or
look  through  picture
books.  Ask  questions
like, "What shape is its
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beak?" or "How does it
hold  its  head?"  This
builds  observation
skills that will improve
the i r  drawing  of
birds  for  kids  efforts
naturally.

Praise
Effort,
Not Just
Results
Children  develop  at
different  rates,  and
the i r  a r twork  w i l l
reflect  their  current
stage  of  fine  motor
development. Focus on
praising  their  effort,
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d
wil l ingness  to  try.
Instead  of  saying,
"That looks just like a
robin," you might say,
"I love how you made
the  wing  so  big  and
c o l o r f u l . "  T h i s

encourages  continued
exploration.

Provide
Referenc
e
Materials
Having  bird  guides,
photographs,  or  even
simple  line  drawings
available helps children
u n d e r s t a n d  b i r d
anatomy. They can see
how  fea the r s  a re
arranged  or  how  a
beak  connects  to  the
h e a d .  R e f e r e n c e
materials  are  not  for
copying exactly but for
inspiring and informing
their own drawing of
b i r d s  f o r  k i d s
projects.
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Allow for
Mistakes
and
Experime

ntation
Mistakes  are  part  of
the  creative  process.
Teach  children  that
erasing  is  okay  and
that  somet imes  a
"mistake" can turn into
something  beautiful,
l ike  a  b i rd  with  an
unusually shaped wing
or  a  new  pa t te rn .
Experimentation  leads
t o  g r o w t h  a n d
originality.

Make It a

Regular
Activity
Like any skill,  drawing
improves with practice.
Set  aside  a  regular
time for art, even if it is
just 15 minutes a day.
Consistency  helps
c h i l d r e n  b u i l d
confidence  and  see
their  own  progress
over  t ime.  A  da i ly
drawing of birds for
kids  challenge  could
be a  fun way to  stay
motivated.

COMMON BIRD
DRAWING
CHALLENGES AND
SOLUTIONS

Even  with  the  best
guidance, children may
encounter  difficulties
when  drawing  birds.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
common  challenges
and  simple  solutions:
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The Beak
Looks
Wrong
If  the  beak  does  not
look quite right, remind
children  that  beaks
come in many shapes.
Some  are  long  and
t h i n ,  l i k e  a
hummingbird's,  while
others  are  short  and
thick,  like  a  finch's.
Looking  at  reference
images can help them
adjust  the  shape.
Sometimes making the
beak slightly larger or
smaller  makes  a  big
difference  in  a
drawing of birds for
kids.

The Bird

Looks
Too Stiff
A bird that looks stiff or
f r o z e n  c a n  b e
improved  by  adding
curved lines instead of
s t r a i g h t  o n e s .
Encourage  children  to
draw the body with  a
gentle curve, as if the
b i rd  i s  mov ing  o r
tu rn ing  i t s  head .
Adding a few feathers
with  wavy  lines  also
creates  a  sense  of
softness  and  l ife.

Feet Are
Difficult
Bird feet can be tricky.
S imp l i f y  t hem  by
drawing  two  straight
lines  for  the  legs  and
three  small  lines  for
toes.  Remind  children
that  birds  often grasp
branches,  so  the  feet
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can look like they are
h o l d i n g  o n t o
something.  Practice
d r a w i n g  f e e t
separately a few times
to build confidence.

Proportio
ns Are Off
If the head is too big or
the  body  too  small,
encourage  children  to
start  over  with  lighter
l ines .  Us ing  bas ic
shapes like circles and
ovals helps them check
proportions  before
adding  details.  With
practice, their sense of
proportion will improve
natura l ly  through
regular  drawing  of
b i r d s  f o r  k i d s
practice.

INCORPORATING
BIRD DRAWING
INTO LEARNING

Drawing  birds  can  be

more than just  an art
act iv i ty ;  i t  can  be
integrated  into  other
subjects  for  a  richer
learning  experience.
Here  are  some  ideas
for  connecting  bird
drawing  with  science,
literacy, and math:

Science: Learn
about different
bird species,
their habitats,
diets, and
migration
patterns. Draw
birds that live in
your area or
those studied in
science class.
Literacy: Read a
book about birds
and then draw a
scene from the
story. Have
children write a
short sentence or
paragraph about
their drawing.
Math: Count the
number of
feathers,
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measure the
length of a bird's
beak in the
drawing, or
create patterns
with colors and
shapes.
Geography:
Draw birds from
different
continents and
learn about
where they live.
This can be part
of a larger
geography or
cultural study.

Integrating  drawing
of birds for kids into
other  subjects  makes
l e a r n i n g  m o r e
e n g a g i n g  a n d
m e m o r a b l e .  F o r
instance,  when  your
c h i l d  i s  s t u d y i n g
animals  in  science
class,  you  could  ask
them  to  draw  a  bird
they  learned  about,
adding  labels  for  its
parts.  This  reinforces
k n o w l e d g e  w h i l e

building artistic skills.

EXPLORING
DIFFERENT BIRD
DRAWING STYLES

As  children  become
more comfortable with
basic  bird  drawing,
t h e y  c a n  e x p l o r e
different  artistic  styles.
This keeps the activity
fresh  and  allows  for
personal  expression.
Here are a  few styles
worth exploring:

Realistic
Drawing
For  o lder  o r  more
patient children, trying
to  draw  a  bird  that
looks true to life can be
r e w a r d i n g .  T h i s
i n v o l v e s  c a r e f u l
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f
proportions,  feather
patterns,  and shading.
Using  light  and  dark
pencil  strokes  adds
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depth  and  realism  to
any drawing of birds
for kids.

Cartoon


