The Biography Of Abraham Lincoln 1

The Biography Of Abraham Lincoln

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com by
Nicholson & Sanchez

The Biography Of
Abraham Lincoln

INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF THE GREAT
EMANCIPATOR

Few figures in  American history
command as much reverence and
fascination as Abraham Lincoln. The
biography of Abraham Lincoln is more
than a simple timeline of events; it is a
quintessential American story of
perseverance, moral clarity, and humble
origins rising to meet the most profound

national crisis. Born in a one-room log
cabin on the Kentucky frontier, Lincoln’s
journey to the White House and his
stewardship during the Civil War
transformed the United States forever.
Known as the Great Emancipator, he
preserved the Union, ended slavery, and
redefined the meaning of democracy.
This article explores the comprehensive
biography of Abraham Lincoln, delving
into his early life, political career,
presidency, assassination, and enduring
legacy. Through thoughtful analysis and
natural storytelling, we will uncover the
man behind the myth and understand


https://everybodystreet.com/

why his story continues to inspire
generations.

EARLY LIFE AND HUMBLE
BEGINNINGS

Birth and Family
Background

Abraham Lincoln was born on February
12, 1809, in a modest log cabin near
Hodgenville, Kentucky. He was the
second child of Thomas Lincoln and
Nancy Hanks Lincoln. The Lincoln family
was not wealthy; Thomas was a farmer
and carpenter who struggled to provide
for his family. Early in Abraham'’s life, the
family moved to Indiana, largely due to
land title disputes in Kentucky and

Thomas’s opposition to slavery. This
move shaped young Lincoln’s
perspective on labor, hardship, and
justice.

The biography of Abraham Lincoln’s
early years is marked by tragedy and
resilience. His mother Nancy died when
he was only nine years old, an event that
left a deep emotional scar. His father
later married Sarah Bush Johnston, a
kind stepmother who encouraged young
Abraham’s thirst for learning. Despite
limited formal schooling—Iless than a
year total—Lincoln was an avid reader.
He borrowed books from neighbors and
educated himself, reading the Bible,
Shakespeare, and biographies of great
men. This self-directed education laid
the foundation for his eloquence and
legal reasoning.
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Frontier e and
Labor

Growing up on the frontier required
physical endurance. Lincoln worked as a
rail-splitter, farmhand, and flatboat
operator. He was known for his
extraordinary strength and height,
eventually reaching 6 feet 4 inches.
These early experiences gave him an
intimate understanding of ordinary
Americans, which would later inform his
political empathy. He also developed a
reputation for honesty, humor, and
storytelling—traits that would serve him
well in law and politics.

POLITICS

From Flatboats
to Law

In 1831, Lincoln moved to New Salem,
[llinois, a small village on the Sangamon
River. He worked as a store clerk,
postmaster, and surveyor. It was in New
Salem that he began his political career.
Despite losing his first election for the
[llinois General Assembly in 1832, he
won a seat two years later as a member
of the Whig Party. His success reflected
his ability to connect with ordinary
voters through plain speech and logical
arguments.



Simultaneously, Lincoln taught himself
law. He borrowed law books and studied
systematically. He was admitted to the
[llinois bar in 1836 and began practicing
law in Springfield, where he moved in
1837. His legal career flourished. Lincoln
earned a reputation for being a
formidable trial lawyer, known for his
clarity in arguments and his ethical
standards. His law partnership with
William Herndon lasted for many years
and gave him financial stability.

Political Rise and
Congressional

Term

Lincoln served four terms in the lllinois
House of Representatives and then one
term in the U.S. House of
Representatives (1847-1849). As a
congressman, he opposed the Mexican-
American War, which was unpopular in
his district and cost him political support.
After his term, he returned to Springfield
and focused on his law practice,
seemingly stepping away from politics.
However, the national debate over
slavery expansion reignited his political
ambitions.

THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES
AND NATIONAL ATTENTION
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The Kansas-
Nebraska Act
and Slavery
Extension

In 1854, Senator Stephen A. Douglas
introduced the Kansas-Nebraska Act,
which allowed territories to decide the
legality of slavery through popular
sovereignty. This act effectively repealed
the Missouri Compromise of 1820, which
had prohibited slavery north of the
36°30" parallel. Lincoln, deeply opposed
to the spread of slavery into new
territories, re-entered the political arena.

He gave powerful speeches condemning
the moral and political wrongs of slavery
expansion.

Lincoln’s opposition to slavery was not
based on a radical abolitionist platform
but on the belief that slavery was a
moral evil that contradicted the nation’s
founding principles of equality enshrined
in the Declaration of Independence. He
argued that while the Constitution
protected slavery where it already
existed, the federal government had the
power and duty to prevent its expansion.

The Debates of



1858

In 1858, Lincoln challenged Stephen
Douglas for his U.S. Senate seat. The
campaign featured a series of seven
debates across lllinois, known as the
Lincoln-Douglas debates. Although
Lincoln lost the election, the debates
elevated his national profile. He
articulated his famous "House Divided"
speech, stating, "A house divided
against itself cannot stand." Lincoln
argued that the nation could not endure
permanently half slave and half free.

The debates were widely covered by
newspapers, and Lincoln’s intellectual
rigor and moral conviction impressed
many. He forced Douglas to admit that
territories could effectively bar slavery

through local laws, which alienated
Southern Democrats. This exposure
positioned Lincoln as a leading voice in
the newly formed Republican Party.

THE PRESIDENCY AND THE CIVIL
WAR

Election of 1860
and Secession

Lincoln won the Republican nomination
for president in 1860. The campaign was
highly sectional; his name did not even
appear on ballots in many Southern
states. He won the election with only
40% of the popular vote but secured a
majority in the Electoral College. His
victory triggered a crisis. Southern
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states, fearing that Lincoln would restrict
or abolish slavery, began seceding from
the Union. By the time of his
inauguration in March 1861, seven
states had formed the Confederate
States of America.

In his first inaugural address, Lincoln
sought to reassure Southerners that he
had no intention of interfering with
slavery where it existed, but he also
firmly stated that secession was illegal
and that he would preserve the Union at
all costs. The attack on Fort Sumter in
April 1861 marked the beginning of the
Civil War.

Leadership
During the War

As commander-in-chief, Lincoln faced
immense challenges. The Northern army
suffered early defeats, and public
opinion was divided. Lincoln expanded
presidential war powers, suspended
habeas corpus in certain areas, and
managed a volatile cabinet that included
rivals like William H. Seward and Salmon
P. Chase. His leadership style was
marked by patience, strategic thinking,
and a deep commitment to the Union
cause.

One of the most significant turning
points in the biography of Abraham
Lincoln was the Emancipation



Proclamation. Issued in preliminary form
in September 1862 after the Union
victory at Antietam, and effective on
January 1, 1863, the proclamation
declared that all slaves in Confederate-
held territory were free. This was a
pragmatic military measure as well as a
moral declaration. It redefined the war
as a fight for human freedom and
allowed African Americans to enlist in
the Union Army, providing crucial
manpower.

The Gettysburg
Address

In November 1863, Lincoln delivered the
Gettysburg Address at the dedication of
a national cemetery for Union soldiers

killed in the Battle of Gettysburg. In just
272 words, he articulated the principles
of liberty, equality, and democracy. He
called for a "new birth of freedom" and
honored the sacrifice of those who gave
their lives so that the nation might live.
The speech is considered one of the
greatest in American history.

THE SECOND TERM,
ASSASSINATION, AND LEGACY

Reelection and
the End of the

8 The Biography Of Abraham Lincoln

2024-01-20



The Biography Of Abraham Lincoln 9

War

In 1864, Lincoln faced a difficult
reelection campaign. The war had been
long and bloody, and many Northerners
were weary. However, Union military
victories, including Sherman's capture of
Atlanta, boosted his popularity. Lincoln
won reelection against former General
George McClellan. His second inaugural
address, delivered in March 1865, is
famous for its call for reconciliation:
"With malice toward none, with charity
for all."

By April 1865, the Confederacy was
collapsing. General Robert E. Lee
surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at
Appomattox Court House on April 9.
Lincoln had already begun planning for

Reconstruction, emphasizing a lenient
approach to bring the Southern states
back into the Union quickly and to
secure rights for freedmen.

The
Assassination

On the evening of April 14, 1865, just
days after the end of the war, Lincoln
attended a play at Ford’'s Theatre in
Washington, D.C. He was shot by John
Wilkes Booth, a Confederate
sympathizer and actor. Lincoln died the
next morning, on April 15. His
assassination shocked the nation and
plunged the country into mourning. His
death was a profound tragedy at the
moment of the nation’s greatest need



for healing.

Enduring Legacy

The biography of Abraham Lincoln is not
merely a record of events; it is a
testament to the power of character and
conviction. He preserved the Union,
ended slavery, and redefined democracy
for a nation in crisis. His speeches and
writings continue to be studied for their
moral depth and rhetorical brilliance.
Monuments such as the Lincoln Memorial
in Washington, D.C., ensure his memory
endures. Historians consistently rank
him among the greatest U.S. presidents
for his leadership, vision, and humanity.

¢ Preservation of the Union:
Lincoln’s steadfast commitment
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prevented the United States from
fracturing permanently.

e Emancipation: His actions laid
the groundwork for the 13th
Amendment, which abolished
slavery.

e Inspiration for Civil Rights:
Lincoln’s ideals have inspired
generations fighting for equality
and justice worldwide.

CONCLUSION: THE MAN WHO
EMBODIED AMERICA’S PROMISE

The biography of Abraham Lincoln is a
story of overcoming adversity, evolving
moral vision, and unwavering dedication
to a cause greater than himself. From
the log cabin in Kentucky to the
martyrdom in Washington, Lincoln’s life
mirrors the American
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journey—imperfect, striving, and
hopeful. He understood that the nation
was founded on a proposition that all
men are created equal, and he gave his
life to make that proposition a reality. As
we reflect on his legacy, we are
reminded that true leadership requires
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both strength and compassion, and that
the arc of history bends toward justice
when guided by principle. His life
remains an enduring source of
inspiration for anyone who believes in
the transformative power of democracy.



