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WHY YOUR BROWSER HOMEPAGE MATTERS MORE
THAN YOU THINK

Every time you open Safari, you are greeted by a page. For many
users, that page is a blank slate, a bookmarks screen, or perhaps
a cluttered start page. But what if the first thing you saw was the
most powerful search engine in the world, ready to answer your
questions,  surface  your  emails,  and  connect  you  with  the
information you need? That is exactly what you get when you set
Google  as  your  homepage.  The  question  How  Do  I  Make
Google My Homepage On Safari is one of the most common
queries  among  Mac,  iPhone,  and  iPad  users  who  want  to
streamline their browsing experience. This guide will  walk you
through  every  step,  explain  the  benefits,  and  help  you
troubleshoot  any  hiccups  along  the  way.
Your homepage is your digital front door. It sets the tone for your
entire online session.  By making Google your homepage,  you
eliminate friction. Instead of navigating to a new tab or typing a
URL, you land directly on a page designed to help you find what
you  are  looking  for.  Whether  you  are  a  student  conducting
research, a professional checking emails via Gmail, or a casual
user catching up on news, starting from Google makes sense. It is
fast, familiar, and deeply integrated with the services millions of
people rely on daily. Before we dive into the exact steps, let us
take a moment to understand why so many users seek out this
specific  configuration  and  how  it  can  improve  your  daily
workflow.

THE BENEFITS OF USING GOOGLE AS YOUR SAFARI
HOMEPAGE

Before you apply any settings, it is worth considering why this
change  matters.  The  default  homepage  in  Safari  varies
depending on your device and its software version. On a Mac, you
might see the Favorites view or a blank page. On an iPhone or
iPad,  you  are  typically  shown  a  Start  Page  that  includes
frequently visited sites, reading lists, and Siri suggestions. While
these  features  are  useful,  they  do  not  offer  the  same  level  of
utility  as  Google’s  clean  interface  and  powerful  search  bar.
When you answer the question How Do I Make Google My
Homepage On Safari, you unlock several practical advantages.
First, you gain instant access to Google Search, which is widely
regarded as the most accurate and comprehensive search engine
available. Second, you can quickly access other Google services
like Gmail, Google Drive, and Google Calendar from the same
page. Third, your homepage becomes consistent across devices.
If you use Safari on your Mac, iPhone, and iPad, setting Google as
the  homepage  on  each  device  creates  a  seamless,  unified
experience.  You  no  longer  have  to  remember  different  start
pages  or  waste  time  navigating  to  the  same  site  repeatedly.
Another  often-overlooked  benefit  is  speed.  A  homepage  that
loads quickly and presents a minimalist layout helps you focus.
Google’s homepage is famously sparse, loading in a fraction of a
second even on slower connections. This efficiency can save you
minutes  each day,  which  adds  up to  hours  over  a  year.  For
anyone who uses the internet as a primary tool for work or study,
this small change can lead to a noticeable boost in productivity.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE: MAKING GOOGLE YOUR
HOMEPAGE ON SAFARI FOR MAC

Let us start with the most common scenario: setting Google as
your  homepage  in  Safar i  on  a  Mac.  The  process  is
straightforward,  but  Apple  has  changed the  settings  panel  in
recent  versions  of  macOS,  so  follow carefully  based  on  your
operating system version.

For macOS Ventura,
Monterey, and Later
Versions
If you are running macOS Ventura (13.0) or later, the settings for
Safari are located in the System Settings app rather than within
Safari itself. Here is how to proceed:

Open Safari on your Mac. You do not need to be on any1.
specific page to begin.
Click on the Safari menu in the top-left corner of your2.
screen, next to the Apple logo.
Select Settings from the dropdown menu. Alternatively,3.
you can press Command + , (comma) on your keyboard to
open the same panel.
In the Settings window, click the General tab at the top. It4.
looks like a gear icon.
You will see a field labeled Homepage. Click inside this5.
field and type or paste: https://www.google.com
Below the homepage field, there is a checkbox that reads6.
Set current page as homepage. You can ignore this if
you have already entered the URL manually.
Look for the dropdown menu next to New windows open7.
with. Click it and select Homepage. This ensures that
every time you open a new Safari window, you land on
Google.
Similarly, for New tabs open with, you can also choose8.
Homepage if you want every new tab to start at Google.
Alternatively, you might prefer to keep new tabs set to
Favorites or Start Page for variety. This choice is
personal.
Close the Settings window. Your changes are saved9.
automatically.

Now, whenever you open a new Safari window, you should see
the  familiar  Google  homepage.  Test  it  by  closing  Safari  and
reopening it,  or  by  pressing Command + N  to  open a  new
window.

For Older macOS Versions
(Big Sur, Catalina, and
Earlier)
If  you  are  using  a  Mac  with  macOS Big  Sur  (11.0),  Catalina
(10.15),  or  an  earlier  version,  the  process  is  slightly  different
because Safari preferences were still located inside the browser
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itself.

Open Safari.1.
Click Safari in the menu bar, then choose Preferences.2.
Click the General tab.3.
In the Homepage field, enter https://www.google.com.4.
Make sure the checkbox Set current page as homepage5.
is unchecked unless you are already on Google.
From the New windows open with dropdown, select6.
Homepage.
From the New tabs open with dropdown, you can also7.
select Homepage if you wish.
Close the Preferences window to save.8.

That is all there is to it. The process is simple, yet many users
overlook it simply because they do not know where to look. Once
you complete these steps, the question How Do I Make Google
My Homepage On Safari becomes a solved problem for your
Mac.

HOW TO SET GOOGLE AS YOUR HOMEPAGE ON
SAFARI FOR IPHONE AND IPAD

Apple’s  mobile  browsers  do not  have a  traditional  homepage
setting in the same way that desktop browsers do. However, you
can  achieve  a  very  similar  result  by  configuring  Safari’s  Start
Page and ensuring that Google loads first when you open a new
tab or launch the app. Here are the steps for iOS and iPadOS.

Step 1: Check Your Search
Engine Setting
First, make sure Google is set as your default search engine. This
does not technically make it your homepage, but it ensures that
when you type a query into the address bar, you get Google
results.

Open the Settings app on your iPhone or iPad.1.
Scroll down and tap Safari.2.
Under the Search section, tap Search Engine.3.
Select Google from the list. A checkmark will appear next4.
to it.

Step 2: Configure the Start
Page
On an iPhone or iPad, the Start Page is what appears when you
open a new tab. You can customize this page to show Google as
the  primary  element,  but  you  cannot  make  it  a  static  URL.
However,  you  can  use  a  workaround  that  effectively  makes
Google  your  homepage.

Open Safari on your iPhone or iPad.1.
Navigate to https://www.google.com in the address bar.2.
Tap the Share button (the square with an upward arrow at3.
the bottom of the screen).
Scroll down and select Add to Home Screen.4.
You will see a preview with the Google icon. Tap Add in the5.
top-right corner.

This creates a shortcut on your iPhone or iPad home screen that
looks like an app icon. When you tap it, it opens Safari directly to
Google.  While  it  is  not  technically  a  homepage  setting,  it
functions exactly the same way. You can even move this icon to

your dock for quick access.

Step 3: Set Google as Your
Start Page (Alternative
Method)
In more recent versions of iOS and iPadOS, you can also set the
Start Page to show your Favorites, and you can add Google to
your Favorites for one-tap access. However, the Home Screen
shortcut method is the most reliable way to make Google the first
thing you see when you open Safari, especially if you close and
reopen the app.
If you prefer that every new tab opens directly to Google, you can
also try this: In the Safari settings under General, look for Open
New Tabs and select Start Page. Then, in Safari, set your Start
Page to show Google. However, Apple restricts the ability to set a
custom URL for  the Start  Page on mobile.  The Home Screen
shortcut remains the best solution for iOS and iPadOS users who
want  to  answer  the  question  How Do I  Make  Google  My
Homepage On Safari on their mobile devices.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES WHEN SETTING
GOOGLE AS YOUR HOMEPAGE

Even with clear instructions,  things can go wrong. Sometimes
Safari does not save your homepage setting, or it reverts to a
default page after an update. Here are the most common issues
and how to fix them.

Issue 1: The Homepage
Setting Keeps Resetting
This can happen after a macOS or iOS update. Apple occasionally
resets browser preferences during major updates. The solution is
simple:  repeat  the  steps  for  your  device  after  the  update
completes. If the problem persists, check for third-party software
that  might  be  interfering.  Some  security  suites  or  browser
management tools can override your homepage. Disable them
temporarily to see if that resolves the issue.

Issue 2: Google Opens as a
Blank Page or Shows an
Error
If Google appears blank or shows an error message, the problem
is  likely  with  your  internet  connection  or  DNS settings.  First,
check if you can reach Google in another browser. If you can, the
issue is specific to Safari. Try clearing Safari’s cache and cookies:
go to Safari > Settings > Privacy and click Manage Website
Data, then Remove All. This action will log you out of some sites
but  often  fixes  loading  errors.  If  the  problem  continues,  restart
your device and check for system updates.

Issue 3: The Homepage
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Field Is Grayed Out
This is rare but can occur if you have a managed device (such as
a school or work computer) with restrictions enabled. Check your
Screen Time settings or consult your IT administrator. Personal
Macs  should  never  have  the  homepage  field  grayed  out  unless
there is a configuration profile installed. To check, go to System
Settings  >  Privacy  &  Security  >  Profiles  (if  it  exists)  and
remove  any  profiles  you  do  not  recognize.

Issue 4: New Tabs Still
Open to the Default Start

Page
On a Mac, you have two separate settings: one for new windows
and one for new tabs. Even if you set the homepage, new tabs
might still open to the Start Page or Favorites view. Go back to
Safari’s  General  settings and make sure both New windows
open with and New tabs open with are set to Homepage. On
an iPhone or iPad, remember that the concept of a homepage is
different. Use the Home Screen shortcut method described earlier
for the most consistent experience.

ADVANCED CUSTOMIZATION: BEYOND THE BASIC
HOMEPAGE

Once you have successfully made Google your homepage, you
might want to take things


