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UNDERSTANDING
THE STORY OF
REDEMPTION: A
GUIDE TO THE
SALVATION
HISTORY CHART

F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,
theologians, educators,
and everyday believers
have sought a way to
grasp  the  sweeping
narrative of  the Bible.
The Scriptures are not
a collection of isolated
stories or  moral  tales;
they  are  a  unified,
unfolding  drama  of
God's  interaction  with
humanity. At the heart
of  this  drama  is  the

concept  of  salvation
h i s t o r y — t h e
chronological  account
of  God’s  redemptive
plan  from  creation  to
the  final  restoration.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  tools  for
visualizing  this  grand
n a r r a t i v e  i s  t h e
Salvation  History
Chart.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s t u d e n t  o f
theology,  a  Sunday
school  teacher,  or  a
c u r i o u s  r e a d e r ,
understanding  what
this  chart  represents
can transform how you
read the Bible.
A  Salvation  History
Chart  is  more  than  a
timeline. It is a map of
G o d ’ s  c o v e n a n t

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Salvation History Chart 2024-09-28

relationship  with  His
people,  highlighting
key  events,  persons,
and  promises  that
m o v e  t h e  s t o r y
forward. In this article,
we  wil l  explore  the
structure, purpose, and
practical use of such a
chart, and explain how
it  can  deepen  your
biblical  literacy  and
spiritual insight. By the
end, you will  see why
this  tool  remains  a
staple  in  Christ ian
education and personal
Bible study.

WHAT IS A
SALVATION
HISTORY CHART?

A  Salvation  History
C h a r t  i s  a  v i s u a l
representation  of  the
major  epochs,  events,
and  figures  in  the
biblical  narrative  that
trace  God’s  plan  to
redeem  humanity.
Unl ike  a  s tandard
historical  timeline that

simply lists dates, this
chart  emphas izes
t h e o l o g i c a l
significance.  It
organizes the Bible into
distinct  periods—often
called  “dispensations”
o r
“covenants”—showing
how God progressively
reveals Himself and His
saving purpose.
Typical  charts  divide
salvation  history  into
eras such as Creation,
F a l l ,  P a t r i a r c h s ,
Exodus,  Conquest,
Mona rchy ,  Ex i l e ,
Return,  the  Li fe  of
C h r i s t ,  t h e  E a r l y
Church,  and  the  Final
Consummation.  Each
era  is  marked by  key
covenants  (e.g.,  with
N o a h ,  A b r a h a m ,
Moses,  David)  and
pivotal  events  (e.g.,
the Exodus, the giving
of the Law, the birth of
Jesus,  Pentecost).  The
chart serves as a “big
picture”  framework,
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helping  readers  see
how  individual  Bible
passages  fit  into  the
overarching  story.

The
Differenc
e
Between
a
Timeline
and a
Salvation
History
Chart
While a strict  timeline
might  list  events  in
chronological  order,  a
Salvation History Chart

a d d s  l a y e r s  o f
meaning. For instance,
i t  m ight  show  the
parallel  between  the
O l d  T e s t a m e n t
sacrificial  system  and
the  sacrifice  of  Christ,
or  demonstrate  how
t h e  p r o m i s e  t o
Abraham  finds
fulfillment  in  the  New
Testament church. The
chart is therefore both
h i s t o r i c a l  a n d
theological. It helps the
reader understand that
the  B ib l e  i s  no t  a
random anthology  but
a  cohesive  narrative
wi th  a  beg inn ing ,
middle,  and  end.

THE MAJOR ERAS
OF SALVATION
HISTORY

To fully appreciate the
value  of  a  Salvation
History Chart,  it  helps
to  walk  through  the
key periods it typically
i n c l u d e s .  W h i l e
different traditions may
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arrange  these  eras
slightly  differently,  the
following  structure  is
widely  accepted  in
Christian  theology.

1.
Creation
and the
Fall
(Beginnin
gs)
The chart  begins  with
God’s  perfect  creation
of the heavens, earth,
a n d  h u m a n i t y  i n
Genesis 1–2. This is the
starting  point  of  all
history. Human sin and
rebellion  in  Genesis  3
i n t r o d u c e  t h e
b r o k e n n e s s  t h a t
necessitates  salvation.
The  first  promise  of  a

fu tu re  Redeemer
appears  in  Genesis
3:15,  often  called  the
Protoevangelium  (first
gospel).  This  event
marks the beginning of
the salvation narrative.

2. The
Patriarchs
(Abraham
, Isaac,
Jacob)
God calls Abraham out
of  Ur  and  makes  a
covenant  with  him,
p r o m i s i n g  l a n d ,
descendants ,  and
blessing for all nations
(Genesis  12).  This
covenant becomes the
foundation  of  Israel’s
i d e n t i t y  a n d  t h e
channel through which
the  Messiah  would
come.  The  Salvation
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History Chart highlights
these  pat r iarcha l
p r o m i s e s  a s  t h e
s e e d b e d  o f
redemption.

3. The
Exodus
and the
Giving of
the Law
After  centur ies  of
slavery  in  Egypt,  God
raises up Moses to lead
H i s  peop le  ou t  o f
bondage.  The  Exodus
is  the  defining
redemptive  act  of  the
Old  Testament.  At
Mount Sinai, God gives
the  Law  (Torah)  and
establishes Israel as a
holy nation.  The chart
s h o w s  h o w  t h e
P a s s o v e r  l a m b
prefigures  Christ,  the

Lamb of God. This era
a l so  inc ludes  the
wilderness  wandering
and  the  conquest  of
Canaan under Joshua.

4. The
Monarchy
(Kings
and
Prophets)
Israel  transitions  from
a  loose  confederation
of  tribes  to  a  united
kingdom  under  Saul,
David,  and  Solomon.
D a v i d  r e c e i v e s  a
covenant promise that
his  throne will  endure
forever  (2  Samuel
7)—a  direct  l ine  to
Jesus. The period of the
monarchy also includes
the  divis ion  of  the
kingdom,  the  rise  of
prophets, and repeated
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cycles  of  idolatry  and
r e p e n t a n c e .  T h e
Salvation History Chart
u s e s  t h i s  e r a  t o
i l l u s t r a t e  G o d ’ s
p a t i e n c e  a n d
judgment.

5. Exile
and
Return
Because  of  persistent
disobedience,  the
northern  k ingdom
(Israel) falls to Assyria,
and later the southern
kingdom  (Judah)  is
t a k e n  c a p t i v e  t o
Babylon. The exile is a
critical  turning  point,
s h o w i n g  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
covenant breaking. Yet
even in judgment, God
promises  restoration.
The  chart  marks  the
return  under  leaders
like  Zerubbabel,  Ezra,

and Nehemiah, and the
rebu i l d i ng  o f  t he
temple.  This  period
sets the stage for the
“silent years” between
t h e  O l d  a n d  N e w
Testaments.

6. The
Life of
Christ
(The
Fulfillmen
t)
This  is  the  central
hinge  of  salvat ion
history.  Jesus  Christ,
the Son of God, is born,
lives a perfect life, dies
for  s ins,  and  r ises
a g a i n .  T h e  c h a r t
emphasizes how Christ
fulfills  the  promises
made  to  Abraham,
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Moses, and David.  His
atoning  death  and
r e s u r r e c t i o n
accomplish redemption
o n c e  f o r  a l l .  T h e
Gospels  present  the
climax  of  the  story.

7. The
Early
Church
and the
Spread of
the
Gospel
After  Jesus’  ascension,
t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t
descends at Pentecost,
e m p o w e r i n g  t h e
apostles to preach the
gospe l  to  Jew  and
Gent i le  a l ike.  The
Salvation History Chart

shows the expansion of
the  church  through
missionary  journeys,
the writing of the New
Testament  epistles,
and the inclusion of all
nations  into  God’s
f a m i l y .  T h i s  e r a
continues today as the
church  awaits  Christ’s
return.

8. The
Final
Consum
mation
(New
Creation)
The  chart  concludes
wi th  the  return  o f
Christ, the resurrection
of  the  dead,  final
judgment,  and  the
establishment of a new
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heaven and new earth.
This  is  the  ultimate
res to ra t ion  o f  a l l
things.  Revelation
vividly  portrays  this
end goal. The Salvation
History  Chart  helps
bel ievers  see  that
h i s to ry  i s  mov ing
toward  a  purposeful
conclusion.

HOW A SALVATION
HISTORY CHART
ENHANCES BIBLE
STUDY

Us ing  a  Sa lvat ion
History  Chart  offers
many practical benefits
for both individual and
group study.  Here are
several  ways  it  can
i m p r o v e  y o u r
unders tand ing  o f
Scripture.

Keeping

the Big
Picture in
View
Many readers  get  lost
i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f
genealogies,  laws,  or
minor  prophets.  A
chart  reminds  you
where  each  piece  fits.
When you  read  about
the  sacrifices  in
Leviticus,  the  chart
shows  you  that  these
point forward to Christ.
When you  read  about
King  David,  the  chart
highlights  his  role  in
the messianic  lineage.
T h i s  c o n t e x t u a l
awareness  prevents
misinterpretation  and
keeps  the  main  story
front and center.
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Recognizi
ng God’s
Faithfulne

ss
Seeing the entire span
of  biblical  history  on
one  page  underscores
how  consistently  God
keeps  His  promises.
From Eden to the New
Je rusa lem,  God ’s
r e d e m p t i v e  p l a n
unfolds without failure.
The  chart  becomes  a
p o w e r f u l  v i s u a l
testimony  to  divine
f a i t h f u l n e s s ,
encouraging  faith  and
hope.

Understa

nding
New
Testamen
t
Referenc
es
The  New  Testament
constantly  quotes  and
a l l u d e s  t o  O l d
Testament  events.  A
Salvation History Chart
helps  readers  quickly
recall  the  background
of  those  references.
For  example,  when
Paul  speaks  of  “the
Rock  that  fol lowed
them”  (1  Corinthians
1 0 : 4 ) ,  t h e  c h a r t
reminds  us  o f  the
water from the rock at
Horeb.  This  deepens
comprehension  and
appreciation.
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Teaching
and
Preaching
For teachers, a chart is
an  invaluable  aid.  It
provides a clear outline
for  lessons  or  sermon
series. You can point to
specific  eras  and
explain  how each one
contr ibutes  to  the
whole.  Visual  learners
especially  benefit  from
h a v i n g  a  g r a p h i c
representation  of  the
narrative  flow.

KEY ELEMENTS
YOU WILL FIND ON
A SALVATION
HISTORY CHART

While  charts  vary  in
design,  most  include
t h e  f o l l o w i n g
components to provide
a complete picture.

Covenants:

Major covenants
(Adamic, Noahic,
Abrahamic,
Mosaic, Davidic,
New Covenant)
with their terms
and promises.
Key Figures:
Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses,
David, Isaiah,
John the Baptist,
Jesus, Paul, etc.
Major Events:
Creation, Fall,
Flood, Exodus,
Conquest, Exile,
Birth of Christ,
Crucifixion,
Resurrection,
Pentecost.
Prophetic
Milestones:
Prophecies
concerning the
coming Messiah
and their
fulfillment.
Dispensational
or Covenantal
Divisions: Some
charts divide
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history into
dispensations
(e.g., Innocence,
Conscience,
Human
Government,
Promise, Law,
Grace, Kingdom).
Others use
covenant
categories.
Themes:
Common threads
like sacrifice,
kingship,
redemption, and
restoration that
run through the
eras.

WHY VISUALIZING
SALVATION
HISTORY MATTERS

Humans  are  visual
creatures.  A  chart
translates  abstract
chronological  and
theological  concepts
into  a  format  we  can
grasp at a glance. In an
age  of  information
overload,  having  a

clear  visual  summary
of the Bible’s message
is immensely helpful. It
a l so  counters  the
tendency  to  treat  the
Bible  as  a  flat  book  of
sayings,  reminding  us
that  it  is  a  dynamic
story in which we are
invited to participate.
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a
Salvation History Chart
fosters  unity  among
believers.  Despite
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
differences,  the  core
narrative  of  creation,
fall,  redemption,  and
restoration  is  shared
by all Christians. Using
a  chart  can  facilitate
ecumenical  dialogue
a n d  m u t u a l
understanding  of  the
faith.

HOW TO CREATE
YOUR OWN
SALVATION
HISTORY CHART

You do not need to be
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a n  a r t i s t  o r  a
theologian  to  make  a
useful Salvation History
Chart.  Follow  these
simple  steps  to  build
your own visual guide.

Choose Your1.
Format: Use a
large sheet of
paper, a
whiteboard, or a
digital tool like
Canva or a
spreadsheet.
Decide whether
you want a
horizontal
timeline or a
vertical flow
chart.
List the Major2.
Eras: Write
down the eight
or nine eras
mentioned
earlier. Leave
enough space
between them to
add details.
Add Key Events3.
and Covenants:
Under each era,

note the most
important
events, people,
and divine
promises. Keep it
concise—you can
always expand
later.
Connect the4.
Dots: Use
arrows or lines to
show how earlier
events point
forward to later
ones. For
instance, draw
an arrow from
the Passover
lamb to Jesus.
Include5.
Scripture
References:
Next to each
event, write key
Bible passages.
This turns your
chart into a study
reference.
Review and6.
Refine: Check
your chart
against a reliable
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Bible timeline or
consult a study
Bible. Adjust as
needed.

C r e a t i n g  a  c h a r t
yourself  is  a  powerful
learning  exercise.  It
forces  you  to  think
synthetically about the
Bible. Many people find
that after making one,
t h e y  n e v e r  r e a d
Scripture  the  same
way  again.

CONCLUSION

A  Salvation  History
Chart is far more than
an academic tool. It is
a  w indow  in to  the
h e a r t  o f  G o d ’ s
redemptive  plan.  By
laying  out  the  biblical
story in a clear, visual
format, it helps readers

o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d
b a c k g r o u n d s
appreciate  the  unity
a n d  p u r p o s e  o f
Scripture. Whether you
are  studying  alone,
teaching  a  class,  or
s i m p l y  s e e k i n g  a
deeper walk with God,
a chart can guide you
through  the  grand
narrative  of  salvation
f r o m  G e n e s i s  t o
Revelation.  Take  the
time to explore one, or
better yet, create your
own. You will  discover
a  r i c h e r ,  m o r e
c o n n e c t e d
understanding  of  the
Bible and the God who
wrote  it.  The  story  of
salvation  is  not  just
h istory—it  is  your
story,  too.


