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EXPLORING THE ISPORTSMAN
FORT MCCOY SYSTEM: A
COMPLETE GUIDE TO OUTDOOR
RECREATION MANAGEMENT

For outdoor enthusiasts seeking access
to some of the most pristine and well-
managed  natural  areas  in  the  upper
Midwest,  Fort  McCoy  offers  a  unique
opportunity. Nestled in the rolling hills of
west-central  Wisconsin,  this  U.S.  Army
installation  is  not  only  a  vital  training

center for military personnel but also a
haven for hunters, anglers, trappers, and
nature  lovers.  At  the  heart  of  this
outdoor access program lies a powerful
digital platform known as the iSportsman
Fort McCoy system. This web-based tool
has  revolutionized  the  way  individuals
apply for,  obtain,  and manage permits
for outdoor recreation on the installation.
Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  hunter
looking for your next trophy buck or a
family  hoping  to  enjoy  a  day  of  fishing,
understanding  how  to  navigate  the
iSportsman  Fort  McCoy  portal  is
essential. This comprehensive guide will
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walk you through everything you need to
k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  s y s t e m ,  f r o m
registration  and  permit  applications  to
safety  protocols  and  the  unique
recreational  opportunities  available  on
the base.
Fort  McCoy  encompasses  over  60,000
acres  of  diverse  habitat,  including
hardwood forests, grasslands, wetlands,
and open water. This landscape supports
a  rich  variety  of  wildlife,  making  it  a
sought-after  destination  for  those  who
appreciate  the  outdoors.  However,
because this land is primarily used for
military  training,  access  must  be
carefully controlled and coordinated. The
iSportsman Fort McCoy platform serves
as the bridge between the public's desire
for recreation and the military's need for
operational  security  and  safety.  By

providing  a  centralized,  digital  system
for  managing  all  outdoor  activities,
iSportsman ensures that recreation can
coexist  harmoniously  with  critical
training missions, making it a model for
other installations around the country.

WHAT IS ISPORTSMAN AND HOW
DOES IT WORK AT FORT MCCOY?

A t  i t s  c o r e ,  i S p o r t s m a n  i s  a
comprehensive  outdoor  recreation
management software system used by
numerous  military  installations  across
the  United  States.  The  specific  instance
used at Fort McCoy acts as a one-stop
s h o p  f o r  a l l  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t y
authorizations.  Think  of  it  as  a  digital
permit  office  that  is  open  24  hours  a
day,  seven  days  a  week.  Instead  of
standing in line at a physical office, users
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can  apply  for  permits,  check  season
dates,  review  maps,  and  even  report
harvests from the comfort of their own
home.  The  system  is  designed  to  be
user-friendly,  though  new  users  may
need  a  few  minutes  to  familiarize
themselves with its various features. The
iSportsman Fort McCoy  portal is the
only  official  way  to  obtain  a  permit  to
hunt,  trap,  or  fish  on  the  installation,
replacing  older  paper-based  systems
and  creating  a  more  efficient  and
transparent  process  for  everyone
involved.
The  system  works  by  assigning  each
user a unique identification number. This
ID  number  is  linked  to  your  personal
information, including your state hunting
or fishing license numbers, safety course
certifications,  and  vehicle  information.

When  you  apply  for  a  specific  activity,
such  as  a  deer  hunting  permit  for  a
particular zone, the system checks your
qualifications  against  the  requirements.
If everything is in order, you are issued a
digital  permit  that  can  be  printed  or
stored on a mobile device. Conservation
law  enforcement  officers  can  then
instantly  verify  the  validity  of  your
permit  in  the  field  using  handheld
devices,  ensuring  that  all  visitors  are
properly  authorized.  This  digital  layer
adds  a  significant  level  of  security  and
accountability to the recreation program
at Fort McCoy.

Registration and
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Account Setup
Before  you  can  participate  in  any
outdoor activity, you must first create an
account  in  the iSportsman Fort  McCoy
system.  The  registration  process  is
straightforward but requires you to have
certain documents ready. You will need
a  valid  government-issued  photo  ID,
such  as  a  driver's  license,  and  your
current  state  hunting  or  fishing  license.
To  begin,  navigate  to  the  official
iSportsman website and select the Fort
McCoy installation. From there, click on
the "New User" or  "Register"  link.  You
will be prompted to enter your personal
details,  including  your  name,  address,
date of  birth,  and contact  information.
One  of  the  most  important  steps  is

uploading  a  clear  photo  of  your  state
hunting license. This allows the system
to verify that you are legally licensed to
hunt in the state of Wisconsin. Once your
account  is  created  and  approved,  you
can  immediately  begin  applying  for
available  permits.
It  is  highly  recommended to  complete
your registration well in advance of any
desired  season  opening  date.  The
approval  process  can  take  a  few
business  days,  especially  during  peak
periods like the gun deer season. Also,
ensure  that  your  profile  information  is
kept up to date. If you move, get a new
license, or purchase a new vehicle, you
should log in to the iSportsman Fort
McCoy system and update your records
immediately.  Failure  to  do  so  could
result in delays or even denial of access
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on  the  day  of  your  planned  activity.
Remember, the digital permit you print
or  display  will  only  be  valid  if  all  the
information  in  your  profile  is  accurate
and  currently  matches  the  documents
you carry with you in the field.

HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES
MANAGED THROUGH
ISPORTSMAN FORT MCCOY

Hunting is one of the primary draws for
v is i tors  to  Fort  McCoy,  and  the
iSportsman  platform  is  the  key  to
unlocking  these  opportunities.  The
installation manages a  wide variety  of
game  species,  including  white-tailed
deer, wild turkey, bear, small game, and
waterfowl.  The  system  is  used  to
allocate a limited number of permits for
each species and season, ensuring that

hunting pressure is sustainable and that
the wildlife populations remain healthy.
For controlled hunts, such as the highly
coveted antlerless deer permits  or  the
spring  turkey  season,  iSportsman  Fort
McCoy uses a lottery or random drawing
sys tem.  Hun te r s  submi t  t he i r
applications  during  a  specified  window,
and  the  system  randomly  selects  the
successful applicants. This digital lottery
process  is  completely  transparent  and
eliminates the potential for human bias
or error.
For species with more liberal bag limits,
such as small game or certain waterfowl,
the system may offer "over-the-counter"
permits  that  are  available  on  a  first-
come,  first-served basis.  In  these cases,
you can log in to the iSportsman Fort
McCoy  portal,  select  the  activity,  and
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download your permit immediately. The
system also tracks the total number of
permits issued and the reported harvest,
providing  wildlife  biologists  with
invaluable  data  for  managing  the
resource.  This  data-driven  approach
helps  Fort  McCoy  maintain  excellent
hunting quality year after year. Whether
you are targeting a mature buck in the
dense river bottoms or pursuing grouse
in  the  young  aspen  stands,  the
iSportsman system plays a vital role in
making  your  hunt  poss ib le  and
successful.

Special Permits

and Lotteries
Some of the best hunting opportunities
at Fort McCoy are reserved for special
permit  holders.  These  often  include
archery-only  zones,  muzzleloader
seasons, and handicap-accessible hunts.
The  iSportsman  Fort  McCoy  system
streamlines the application process for
these  specialized  opportunities.  For
instance,  a  hunter  interested  in  a
disabled veteran hunt would upload their
documentation  through  the  system,
which  then  verifies  their  eligibility.  The
lottery  modules  within  iSportsman  are
highly  configurable,  allowing  the  Fort
McCoy  natural  resources  team  to  set
specific  criteria  for  each  drawing.  This
might  include  preferences  for  youth
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hunters,  active-duty military personnel,
or residents of a particular county. The
system  randomly  draws  names  and
immediately  notifies  successful
applicants via email. This eliminates the
need for phone calls and paper mailings,
making  the  entire  process  faster  and
more convenient for the hunter.
To  maximize  your  chances  in  these
lotteries,  it  is  crucial  to  pay  close
attention  to  the  application  deadlines
posted on the iSportsman Fort McCoy
calendar. Missing a deadline by even one
day can disqualify you for that season.
A l so ,  be  s t r a teg i c  abou t  you r
preferences. Some lotteries allow you to
select multiple zones or date windows.
Understanding  which  zones  are  less
popular can increase your odds of being
drawn. Finally, remember that if you are

successful  in  a  lottery,  you  may  be
required to complete a brief orientation
or  safety  briefing,  which  is  often
available as an online module within the
iSportsman platform itself. Always read
the  full  permit  description  carefully  to
ensure  you  unders tand  a l l  the
requirements before you head out into
the field.

FISHING AND OTHER
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

While hunting often takes center stage,
the iSportsman Fort McCoy system also
manages  a  variety  of  other  outdoor
pursuits. Fishing is a popular activity on
the installation,  with several  lakes and
streams  offering  excellent  angling  for
species  like  bass,  panfish,  and  trout.
Unlike  hunting,  a  general  fishing  permit
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may not require a lottery,  but it  must
still be obtained through the iSportsman
portal before you wet a line. The system
will  verify  that  you  possess  a  valid
Wisconsin  fishing  license  and  that  you
have  completed  any  necessary  safety
briefings.  Similarly,  trapping  is  a  highly
regulated  activity  that  is  managed
exclusively  through  iSportsman.
Trappers must apply for specific trapping
zones and adhere to strict seasons and
quotas, all  of which are tracked within
the digital system.
Beyond  hunting,  fishing,  and  trapping,
iSportsman Fort McCoy can also be used
to  authorize  other  forms  of  outdoor
recreation.  Depending  on  the  current
t ra in ing  schedule  and  secur i ty
requirements,  the  system  may  offer
permits for hiking, mountain biking, bird

watching, or even mushroom and berry
picking.  These  non-consumptive
activities  are  a  wonderful  way  to
experience  the  natural  beauty  of  the
installation. The system ensures that all
visitors are accounted for and are aware
of any restricted areas or active training
zones.  By  using  iSportsman  for  these
activities, Fort McCoy can open its gates
to a wider segment of the public while
maintaining the high level of safety that
is  required on an active military base.
Always  check  the  iSportsman  Fort
McCoy portal for the most current list of
available recreational activities and any
associated fees or restrictions.

NAVIGATING REGULATIONS AND
SAFETY PROTOCOLS

One of the most important functions of
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the iSportsman Fort McCoy system is the
dissemination of rules, regulations, and
safety  information.  Before  you  can
download a permit for any activity, you
will  almost  certainly  be  required  to
acknowledge and agree to the latest set
of  installation-specific  rules.  These  rules
are not just bureaucratic red tape; they
are designed to keep you safe and to
protect  the  delicate  balance  between
recreation  and  military  training.
Common regulations include restrictions
on  the  caliber  of  firearms,  requirements
for blaze orange clothing during certain
seasons, and rules about the use of tree
stands  and  ground  b l inds .  The
iSportsman  platform makes  it  easy  to
review  these  rules  annually,  ensuring
that  all  visitors  are  reminded  of  the
latest safety protocols.

Furthermore,  the  system  integrates
closely  with  the  military's  training
schedule.  On  any  given  day,  large
portions of the installation may be closed
due  to  live-fire  exercises  or  other
training activities.  The iSportsman Fort
McCoy portal will display a real-time map
showing which areas are open and which
are restricted.  This  dynamic  feature  is
incredibly valuable. Instead of driving for
an  hour  to  your  favorite  hunting  spot
only to find it closed, you can check the
map on your phone or computer before
you leave home.  The system will  also
push  out  alerts  and  notifications  if
conditions change suddenly. This level of
communication would be impossible to
achieve with a paper-based system. By
using  iSportsman,  you  are  not  just
getting a permit; you are getting a vital
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safety  tool  that  helps  you stay out  of
harm's way.

THE USER EXPERIENCE AND
TECHNICAL SUPPORT

For  many  users,  especially  those  who
are  not  highly  comfortable  with
technology, learning a new system can
be daunting. However, the developers of
iSportsman  have  worked  to  make  the
interface  as  intuitive  as  possible.  The
main dashboard is clean and organized,
with  clear  links  to  the  most  common
tasks,  such  as  applying  for  a  permit,
checking your profile, or viewing a map.
For the iSportsman Fort McCoy portal
specifically, there is often a "Quick Start"
guide or a Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)  section  that  answers  common
queries.  If  you run into problems, Fort

McCoy also  provides a  support  line or
email  address  for  technical  assistance.
The  staff  are  familiar  with  the  common
issues  users  face,  from  forgotten
passwords  to  problems  uploading
documents,  and  can  typically  resolve
them quickly.
One of the best features for the on-the-
go user is the mobile compatibility of the
iSportsman system. While there may not
always  be  a  dedicated  app  for  Fort
McCoy, the website itself is designed to
be responsive, meaning it works well on
a  smartphone  or  tablet  browser.  This
allows you to carry your digital permits
with you without needing to print them.
A  conservation  officer  can  scan  a  QR
code directly  from your  phone screen,
verifying  your  permit  instantly.  This
convenience  makes  the  system  more
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enjoyable to use and reduces the risk of
losing a paper permit in the rain or snow.
Whether  you  prefer  using  a  desktop
computer at home or your phone in the
field, the iSportsman Fort McCoy system
is designed to accommodate your needs.

HOW ISPORTSMAN SUPPORTS
CONSERVATION AND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT

Beyond its role as a permit distributor,
the


